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TO HER 
ROYAL HIGHNESS, 


M A-R Y 
Princeſs of ORANGE. 


May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 


\ S there can be no fairer Proſpef in 
the World, than that of Tranſcen- 
ding Vertue, and Glorious Enters 
prizes, 1 could not ſtudy a LandsKip more 
proper for the View of your Royal Highneſs 
than © the Splendid Adttions and Heroick 
Atchievements of a Prince whoſe early Con- 
queſts, and the Luſter of an Ancient and 
Renowned Deſcent, repreſented him to the 
piercing Judgment of two Potent Monarchs, 
your Uncle of Bleſſed Memory, and your 
now Viftoriouſly Reigning Father, the ſole 
Europzan ZHero, worthy the Addition of 
your Matchleſs and moſt Princely Endows 
ments to his Fortunate Grandeur : As deem- 


A 2 ing 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Jar one ſo fit for the Wonder of her Sex, 


as the Wonder of His Age. 


The following Sheets, moſt Illuſtrious 
Princeſs, are only an Imperfedt Eſſay, as 
being perhaps the firſt that has been made ; 
which however have thu moſt humbly to 
plead for themſelves, that they may prove 
an Incentive for ſome Politer Pens to Tranſ- 


mit thoſe things more Brightly and Copiouſl 
zo Poſterity, which Brevity has here ob- 
ſeur d. For it cannot be thought that the 


Progreſs of ſo great a Prince's Fame can 


ever make a Halt, till your Royal Highneſs 


has Iiv'd long the Witneſs of what Fleaven 


| has ſtill Reſerv'd to Immortalize his Future 


Story. Sach are the continu'd Prayers and 


Wiſhes of, 


MADAM, 


Your Royal Highneſs's 
Moft Humble, and 


n.olt Devoted Obſerver. 
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COM HAST 7 WS CRT”; / 


_— 
ry 
I a ata WT. 2777; / 


l, 


: 
: 
4 
: 


KC PER 2 WORTEr TIE, 


THE 


HISTORY 


Of the moſt Iluſtrious 
William Prince of Orange.. 


Oſt' certain it is, that the Houſe of N A S- 
SAVU is one of the Greateſt, and moſt 
Ancient in all Germany. For beſides the 
Grandeur of Potent Alliances, the multi» - 

plicity of propagated Branches, and that it had the ho-- 
nour about four hundred years ago, to be grac'd with: 
the Imperial Dignity, in the Perſon of Adolpbys of Naf 
ſau, Emperour of Germany, and Succeſſor to Rodolphus 
of Habsbarg ; it has alſo had this farther advantage, to 
have been eſtabliſh'd by ancient and undeniable Succeſ- 
fron of abour ten entire Centuries : no leſs the Glory of 
the Naſſovian Family, than of the Signiory of Venice, 
that vaunts her Dominion fix'd upon the firm foundation: 
of a thouſand years continuance. 

OT HO, Count of Naſſau, who liv'd above fix hun- 
dred years ago, had two Wives; the firſt of which 
brought him 1n Marriage the Country of Gxelders, and 
the other the Province of Zutphen z which remain'd for 
above three Centuries 1n the poſſcfſion of the Houſe of 
Naſſau. 

Afterwards, about three hundred years ſince, another 
Count O T H 0 of Naſſay, eſpous'd the Counteſs of Vian- 
den, the Inhericrix and Miſtrifs of ſeveral other confide- - 
rable Terricories in the Low Countries. | 
A 3 His: 
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His Grandchild ENGILBERT the firſt of that 
name, Count of Naſſau, eſpous'd the Heireſs of Loeke 
and Breda, 1n the year 1404. and was Grandfather to 
ENGILBERT, the Second, of Naſſas. 

He was a Prince no leſs experienc'd in all the Arts of 
War, than in thoſe of Civil Government : he won the 
Battel of Guin?gaſt, ſuppreſs'd and puniſh'd the Rebellion 
of Bruges, and was Governour-General of the Low 
* Countries for the Emperour Maximilian the Firſt. He 
dy'd without !fſue, leaving to his Brother FO XN of 
Naſſau, the Inheritance of al] his Poſſefſions. 

This Count John had two Sons, HENRY and IW I L- 
1.TA M. To his Eldeſt Son Henry he gave in Portion 
all his Poſſeſſions in the Low Countries; and to William 
all his Demieans in Germany. This ſame Henry of Naſſau 
it was, to whom Charles the Fifth was beholding for his 
advancement to the Empire, by means of his ative and 
powerful ſollicitations againſt Francs the Firſt , and 
who, upon the day of the Emperour's Coronation, ſet 
the Imperial Crown upon his head. Neverthelcfs, after 
the Peace was concluded between thoſe two Potent 
Princes, when the Emperour ſent him into France to do 
Homage for the Counties of Flanders and Avtois, King 
Francis, out of an incredible generoſity forgetting 
- What had paſs'd, match'd him to Claudia de Chalon, the 
only Siſter of Philibert de Chalon, Prince of Orange, and 
who had been bred up under Queen Anne of Bretaigne, 
her Mother-1n-Law. By vertue of which Marriage, his 
only Son, Reneyus of Naſſau and Chalon, came to be 
Prince of 01ange after the deceaſe of his Uncle by the 
Mother's ſide, who dy'd withour Tiſſue. 

WILLIAM Count of Naſſ2u, Brother to Count 
Henvy, embra&d the Reformed, and expclId the Roman 
Catholick Religfon our of his Dominions : and he it 
was, that was the Father of the Great William of Naſ- 
ſau, who atrain'd to be Prince of Orange, and Lord of 
a'l the Poſſci{iions of the Houſe of Chalon, by rhe laſt 
Will and Teſtament of Reneys de Naſſau and Chaion, his 
Couſin German, who being ſlain ar the Siege of Saint 
Diſier, left no Children bchind him, 1 

rue 
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Trae it is, that the Emperour Charles the Fifth, out 
of his acknowledgement of thofe great Services which 
the Houſe of Naſſau had done him, was much troubled 
to ſee the young Prince William of Naſſau like to be ſor 
deeply rinCtur'd in his Youth with Hererick Education, 
and therefore took him away, tho' not withour great re- 
lutancy, from his Father 3; kept him near his own Per- 
ſon, and gave him Tutors of his own chufing, to in- 
ſtru& and ground him under his own Eye in the Prin- . 
ciples of the Roman Catholick Religion ; which he 
therefore profeſs'd in outward appearance, fo long as 
Charles the Fiſth liv'd, and for ſome time after, during 
the firſt years of King Philip's Reign. But thoſe Re- 
formed Tenents which he had ſuckt with his Mother's 
Milk, and afterwards more confiderately taſted in the 
Court of France, where they were in no ſmall reputa- 
tion, while he was there a Hoſtage for the obſervation 
of the Peace of Chaſizau en Cambreſes, had taken ſo deep 
a root in his mind, that they ſoon over-run the former 
ſorc'd Cultivations of his Youth. 

Count WI L LIAM of Naſſas by Zuliana Counteſs 
of Stolbyrg had five Sons, and ſeven Daughters. The 
Eldeſt was William of Naſſau, a ſhort view of whoſe 
Life and Aﬀions we are now about to fet forth : the 
youngeſt was Fohn of Naſſau, who left behind him a 
numerous and ample Poſterity. His three other Sons 
were Lodowic, Adolphus, and Henry of Naſſau, whe 
highly ſignaliz'd themſelves, as well in the Civil Wars 
of France, as of the Low Countries; and who having 
never been marry'd, all three dy'd in the Field, gene- 
rouſly fighting for the Liberty of their Country, and as 
courageouſly ſeconding the Noble Deſigns of their 
Eldeſt Brother Prince Will: am. 

The ſeven Daughters of Wil/;:2m Count of Naſſau, 
were marry'd, the one to the Count of Bergues, and 
was Mother to Count Henry of. Bergrs, who afterwards 
commanded the Armies of Spain againſt his Couſin 
Germans , Maurice and Hery Fredrick, Princes of 0+: 
range; and who at length, growing ſuſpe&ed ro rhe 
Spaniards, quitted their Service, The other fix were: 

A4 marry'd 
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marry'd to Soveraign Counts of Germany; and one a- 
mong the reſt ro the Count of Schwarsbourg, who had 
the misfortune to be preſent at Antwerp, when Fobn 
Favregny, a Biſcanyer, ſhot the Prigce of Orange her 
Brother into the Body with a Piſtol-bullet : as alfo at 
Delph, where he was at laſt moſt barbarouſly aſlaſſina- 
ted by Balthaſay Guerard of Franche Conte, For ſhe 
would never forſake her deareſt Brother, for whom ſhe 
had a moſt entire affe&ion. 

WILLIAM of Nafſas, Prince of Orange, was 


' born mn the _— 1533 ar the Caſtle of Dillemburg in 


the County of Naſſau. But the Emperour, as already 
has been related, having taken him away from his Fa- 
ther, to breed him up in the Roman Religion, deli- 
ver'd him to his own Sifter Mary Queen of Hyngary, 
and fo ſoon as his years permitted, made him Gentle- 


"man of his Bed-Chamber, in which ſtation he conti- 


mu'd pine years, always near the Emperour's perſon, 
who all along admir'd the greatneſs of his Wit, accom- 
pauy'd with an extraordinary Modeſty. And in a 
ſhort rime made thoſe diſcoveries of a more than com- 
mon Genizxs, that he took great delight himſelf ro in- 
ſtru& him, and ro make him privy to his Aﬀairs of 
moſt important fecrefie 3 confeffing ro his moft inti- 
mate Fayourites, that many times the. young Prince 
would furniſh him with notions and hints which other- 
wiſe he never ſhould have thought of. And when he 
gave private Audience to Forreign Princes and Embaſ- 
fadours, at what time diſcretion prompted him to re- 
tire with the reſt, the Emperour would ſtop him with 
this gentle command, Stay Prince. 

The whole Court was ſurpriz'd to behold the great 
eſteem which that Mighty and Prudent Monarch had 
for the Prince, above all the reft thar were abour him; 
and with what a confidence he entruſted the Secrers of 
his Empire with years that could fo little aſpire to ex- 
perjence, For hardly had he paſs'd the twentieth year 
of his Age, before the Emperour made choice of him, 
before all the Grandees of his Court, to carry the Im= 
perial Crown which he reſign'd to his Brother Ferds 

14N&es 
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zand. An Employment which the .Prince with ſome 
reluancy undertook, apologtzing to his gracious Ma- 


ſter, how 1!l it became him to carrv to another, thar 


Crown which his Uncle Henry of Naſſau had fer upon 
his head. 

And to ſhew that the Emperour had the fame opf- 
nion of his Valour as of his Prudence, when Philibert 


Emanuel, Duke of Savoy, General of his Armies, was 


oblig'd upon his own particular Aﬀairs, to be abſent 
from the Low Countries, tho' the Prince of Orange were 
not then above two and twenty years of age, and were at 
that time gone to viſit his Town of Breda, the Empe- 
rour in his abſence, and of his own proper motion, con- 
trary to the Advice of all his Council, preferr'd him to 
ſupply rhe place of Generaliſimo, rejefing all his other 
experienc'd Captains, more eſpectally Count a Egmont, . 
who was twelve years his Senior ; and thar, at a dange- 
rous conjunRure, when he had to deal with Monſieur 
de Nevers, and the Admiral de Chaſtillon, who were no 
Captains to be contemn'd, And yet the Emperour was 
ſo far from receiving the leaſt prejudice that Summer by 
his ConduR, that he caus'd Phzlipvile and Charlemont to 


be builr 1n fight of the French Camp. 


Theſe Teſtimonies of the Emperour's Confidence and 
Favour, were the Cauſes, that rho' the Emperour had 
particularly, upon his withdrawing into Spain, recom- 
mended him to the King his Son, yet the Spaniards 
who. govern'd him, having been bred 1n Spain, and 
bearing a mortal Grudge ro the conſtant proſperity of 
the Young Prince, by their continual Calumnies and 
Accuſations, render'd him ſo ſuſpe&ted to King Philip, 
that the moſt innocent of his Words and Aﬀtions were 
all interpreted for the worſt ; and the great Oppoſition 
which the Provinces made to the King's WUl and 
Pleaſure, under pretence of their Priviledges, was all 
attrjbured to the under-hand Contrivances of Prince 
milliam. 

And hence it came to paſs, that when King Philip 
was at Fluſhing, ready to embark for Spain, with a 
Countenance full of Indignation , he upbraided yu for 

ving 
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having hindred the execution of his deſigns by his 
private Caba!s. To which, when the Prince with all 
humility anſwer'd, That all had been done by the meer 
and immediate Motion of the States themſelves, the 
King taking him by the Wriſt, and ſbaking his Hand, 
reply'd, Not the States, but You, Tou, Tou ; repeating 
the word Toy, three times, to ſhew the depth of his 
Reſencment, according to the Spaniſh Cuſtom, Which 
cruel and publick Reproach made ſuch a deep 1mpre{- 
fion in the mind of the Prince, that not believing him- 
ſelf oblig'd to any farther Ceremony of waiting upon 
the King to the Sea-fide, he only wiſhd him a happy 
Voyage, and fo took his leave in the middle of the 
Town, where he knew himſelf ſecure among a People 
by whom he was highly belov'd. 

Another thing there was which made him yer more 
ſenſible of the King's Il-will. For whereas he thought 
to have had the Government of the Low Countries, 
which his Predecefſors had always enjoy'd, he beheld, 
on the other ſide, that Cardinal Granville, his profeſs'd 
Enemy, was the only perſon entruſted with the Se- 
crets of the Court of Spain, and himſelf ſhut out from 
all the Spaniſh Conſultations of any importance. And 
Indeed the Proceedings of Ring Philip were no way 

leafing either to the Nobility in particular, or ro the 
cople of the Netherlands in general. 

For when Philip II. bred in Spain, came into the Low 
Countries, during the Life of his Father the Emperour, 
there was obſerv'd ſo great a difference between the Fa- 
ther and theSon, that the people,more eſpecially theNobi- 
Iity, deſpis'd the One with as great an Averſion, as they 
had Eſteem ard Veneration for the Other. For the Em- 
perour was Aﬀable, Courteous, and eafte- of Acceſs, 
treated all ſorts of Nations familiarly, and diſcours.d 
all the World in their own Language 3 which gain'd 
him univerſal Honour and Eſteem : Whereas his Son 
Philip kept himſelf reſerv'dly at a diſtance, rarely 
would ſuffer himſelf to be feen, was always habired 


© after the Spaniſh Mode, ſpoke bur very little, and that 


little always in Spaniſh. Which drew upon him the 
| general 
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general hatred of the Grandees and People of the Low 
Countries, who deteſting and dreading the Pride of the 
Spaniards, who at that time aſſum'd the Government 
of ail the Netherlands into their own hands, in a full 
Aſſembly of the States-General of the Low Countries, 
heid at Gaunt, made ſuit to the King, That his Majeſty 
would be pleas'd to withdraw his Forreign Forces out 
of the Provinces; that he would make uſe of Natives 
only for the defence of his Strong-holds, and forbear 
to advance Forreign Miniſters to the Civil Govern- 
ment. 

Theſe Demands not only ſurpriz'd, but highly in- 
cenvyd the King, who believ'd the Prince of Orange al- 
ſo to be the main Stickler in theſe Aﬀairs; neverthe- 
leſs diſſembling his Diſguſt, he pur them in good hopes. 
And then it was, that having eſtabliſh'd Margaret of 
Auſtria, his Natural Siſter, Wife of Ofavio Farneſe 
Duke of Parma, Abſolute Governeſs of the Low Cour- 
tries, he embark'd for Spain. However, before his 
departure he left his Orders with the Governeſs to ſer 
up the Spaniſh Inquiſition in the Netherlands, and to 
create feveral new Biſhops. And theſe were the real 
Sources of all the terrible Diſorders that enſu'd ; fo 
highly did the People deteſt and abominate the ver 
Name of the Inquiſetion, and the New Biſhops, whic 
they believ'd to be Members of it. 

To which we may add, Thar at the ſame time Car- 
dinal Granvil e was privy to all the Secrets of King 
Philip's Breaſt, and had thc whole power of the Go- 
vernment, under the Dutcheſs of Parma, in his own 
lands. Of which he made ſo bad an Uſe, as being 
naturally of a haughty and fierce Temper, that by his 
Imperious Behaviour toward the Nobility, he drew 
upon himſelf their Hatred to that implacable degree, 
that at length the Count d' Egmont, the Prince of 0- 
range, and Count de Horn, no longer able to brook 
the Arrogance of ſuch a domineering Miniſter, wrote 
to King Philip, That unleſs he recall'd the Cardinal our 
of the Netherlands, he would be the certain occaſion of 


their Revolr, through the exceſs of his Pride, and by his 
violent 
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—_— Counſels, ſo much deteſted by the Nobility and 
People. 

This Bold Advice was look'd upon as a Crime in 
Spain ; where from that time Reſolutions were taken 
for the ruining of thoſe three Lerds, and all that ad- 
herd to their Intereſts. However, for the time, the 
Court was conſtrain'd to diſſemble their Diſguſt, and to 
recall Grarville out of the Low Countries From 
whence, by reaſon of the Tumulrs, Diſorders, and In- 
farre&ions that daily diſturb the Publick Peace, it was 
adjudp'd convenient to ſend forthwith into Spain the 
Count of Bergyes, Governour of Hainaxlt and Cambre- 
ſes, and Florence de Montmorency, Lord of Montigny, 
Governour of Foyrnay , both Knights of the Golden 
Fleece, to inform his Majeſty of the Condition of Af- 
fairs, and to endeavour to perſwade him to Courſes 
more mild and gentle, But in regard they never re- 
rurn'd to give an account of their Commiſſions, ( for 
the Dutcheſs had privately advis'd the King not to ler 
the Embaſſadours go, ſo long as the Troubles laſted ) 


it was a Warning ſufficient for the reſt to look to them» 


ſelves. 

As for the Prince of. Orange, who was a great Polti- 
tician, ſo ſoon as he underſtood that King Philip, by 
the Advice of his Spaniſh Miniſters, and at the Sollict- 
tations of Cardinal Grazville, who was enrap'd for 
having been chaſed out of Flanders, was about to ſend 


the Duke of 4lva into the Low Countries, with an 


Army of Spaniards and [talians, he rightly conjeQur'd, 
that jt was to be reveng'd for the Demands that had 


b-en made him by theStates of Gaunt,and the conſtrain'd 


Recalling of the Cardinal, of which the Prince was 
faid ro be the principal Author 3 and believing like- 
wiſe, that ſeveral other Changes in the Provinces were 
reſolved upon, defir'd the Dutcheſs that ſhe would in- 
tercede to the King, that he might have leave to ſur- 
render his Governments of Holland, Zeland, Utrecht, 
and. Burgundy ; which the Dutcheſs refuſed him ; only 
advis'd him to remove from his perſon Count Lodowic 
his Brother, as being ſuſpeRed. to give him Counſels 
preju- 
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. Prejudichal to the Publick Repoſe. But neither would 


he hearken to that, nor to anather Propoſal which was 
made him, to take a new -Oath of Allegiance to the 
King; which would not only oblidge him to the Ex- 
termination of Hereticks , but might compel him to 
put his own Wife to death, becauſe ſhe was: a Lythe- 
ran : And therefore he alledg'd, That fince he had once 
already given his Oath to the King, !t would be need- 
leſs for him to do it again, fince it might be thought 
he had broken his firſt Oath, in regard he was pur to 
ſwear a ſecond time. 

On the other fide, the Governeſs preſſing in the 
King's Name the Eftabliſhment of the Inquiſetion and 
the New Biſhops, about four hundred Gentlemen, 
headed by Lewis of Naſſan, and ſeveral others of the. 
Nobility, preſented a Petition to the Dutcheſs, againſt 
the Inquiſition, the New Biſhops, and the Publication 


; - of the Council of Trent, And theſe were they who 


were afterwards called by the Name of Gueuſes , or 
Beggars ; ſo nick-nam'd by the Count of Barlaymont, a 
great Confidens of the Dutcheſs of Parma's, from the 
plainneſs of their grave and modeſt Habits which they 
wore when they preſented their Petition. Which tho' 
it were a Nick-name given in deriſion, prov'd a ſerious 
means more firmly to unite and foder the Confederacy, 
and ſtrengthen the Prince's Party. 

Who perceiving the Petition ſlighted, ſummord 
the Counts d' Egmont, Horn, and Hockftrade, rogether 
with Count Lewis his Brother, to meet him at Tenre- 
»onde, there to conſult about their own Safety, and 
the Securiry of the Provinces. Where the greateſt 
part were for taking Arms, to oppoſe the Entrance of 
the Spaniards into the Low Countries, and their De- 
ſigns, which were ſufficiently” viſible to ruine Them. 
All which the Prince of Oranze prov'd by intercepted 
Letters,written by the Spaniſh Embaſſadour then reſiding 
at Paris. But Count Egmont, who, was Governour of 
Flaxders and Artois, and greatiy belov'd among the Sol- 
diery, would not hearken to any ſuch Reſolutions, bur 
confident of his own Merits, advis'd the Aſſembly to 
rely 
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rely upon the King's Clemency and Mercy, Which 
Words when he repeated at another Meeting at Wzlle- 
broc, the Prince of Orange repl'd, That the Mercy of the 
King, to which be truſted, would be hu Ruine; and that 
he was to be the Bridge, which the Spaniards wonld tread 
xpon, in their coming over to the Low-Countries; but that 
after they were extred, they would break the Bridge. At 
which Words, as if aſſur'd of his Prophecy, and thar he 
ſhould never ſee Egmomnt again, he held him faſt em- 
brac'd in his Arms ; and ſo both, with Tears in their 
Eyes, took their laſt Farewel. 

Immediately after the Prince remov'd with his Wife 
and Children (all but his eldeſt Son Philip, whom he 
lefr a Student in Lovaine) to his City of Breda, many 
of the Nobility waiting upon him : Where after he had 
ftaid a while, he retir'd from thence Into Cleaveland, 
and afrer that to Dillembergh, the ancient Seat of the 
Naſſan's. 

In the mean time the Duke of Alva haften'd his 
March into the Low-Countries, with an Army of Vete- 
rane Spaniaras and Italians : Where he was no ſooner 
arrived, but he ſeiz'd upon the Counts 4” Femont and 
Horn, and after he had put to Death no lefs than Eigh- 
teen Lords and Gentlemen of meaner Rank at Bruxels, 
caus'd thoſe two Perſons, not long after, ro be publick- 
ly Executed 1n the Market-place of the ſame City, To 
the firſt of which the Spanzards had been beholding for 
the two famous Vicories of S:. Duintin and Graveling. 
But then it was that the People blam'd Count Fgmont's 
Credulity, admir'd the more cautelous Courſe held by 
the Prince of. Orange, and rejoyc'd in his Safety ; be- 
lieving, that while he liv'd, the Low-Countries were 
not altogether without Hopes. And Cardinal Granrille 
ſeem'd ro be of their Opinton, who, being at Rome, and 
hearing of theſe Proceedings in Bruxels, ask'd the Mef- 
ſenger, whether the Duke had taken Silen;e? For fo 
he call'd the Prince of Orang?. To whom when the 


Meſſenger anſwer'd, No; Granuille reply'd, If that one 


Fiſh bas ſcap'd the Net, tie Dube of Alva's Draught was 
nothing wo'th, 
As 
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As for the Prince of Orange, Count Hockſtrate, Count 


* Culenbergh, and other Lords who were fled out of the 


Low-Countries, they were upon Alva's Command ſum- 
mon'd by his Counzil of Twelve, by others call'd his 
Council of Blood, ro make their Appearance, and clear 
themſelves of the Crimes that were laid to their Charge, 
But the Prince of Orange refus'd to appear, appealing to 
the States of Brabant, his natural Judges, and the King 
himſelf; in regard that being of the Order of the Gol- 
den-Fleece, he could not be judg'd by any but the King 
and the Companions of that Order. Moreover, the 
Prince made Suit to the Emperor Maximilian, and im- 
plor'd both his, and the Aid of the German Princes. Nor 
did the Emperor, or the Princes of the Empire, deny 
him their Patronage, bur approv'd his Reaſons, and te- 
ſtify'd their diſhke of Alva's Proceedings 3 who, ſo ſoon 
as the Days limited for the Prince's coming in were ex- 
pir'd, pronounc'd him guilty of High-Treaſon, and con- 
fiſcated his Eſtate 3 put a Spaniſh Garriſon into Byeda, 
and taking his Son P hilip William, a Child of Thirteen 
Years of Ape, from the Univerſity of Lovain, where he 
was a Student, ſent him into Spain; where, under the 
pretence of Catholic Education, the Name of Hoſtage 
conceal'd the Force. 

And thus it may be truly ſaid, that Ring Philip the II. 
was himſelf the cauſe of the Revolt of the Netherlands, 
through his Contempt and Violation of the Priviledges 
of thoſe Countries, which his Father Charles the V. had 
Goverr'd all along with ſo much Mildneſs ; and by his 
unkind and rigorous uſage of a Prince, who had ſo well 


* ſervdd the Emperor his Father. For that had he con- 


rinu'd his Favours to Prince William, according to the 
Counſel and Example of Charles rhe V. he had without 
all queſtion ſerv'd him with the ſame Fidelity, and Ad- 
vantage to his Aﬀairs: but finding himſelf fo Roughly 
and Unjuſtly handled, look'd upon as a Publick Enemy, 
Expoſed to the Violences of his Morral Enemies, and 
threatned with the loſs of Life and Honour; and all 
theſe Exaſperations heighren'd by the loſs of an Eldeſt 
Sov, raviſh'd from the Sanctuary of an Univerſity, where 
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neither his own Youthful Innocence, nor the Anchent 
Priviledges could Prote& him, he thought ir high time 
to paſs the Ruhicon, and defend by force of Arms, his 
Honour and- his Life 5 more eſpecially, fince the Op- 
preſſion of his Country gave ktin fo fair and juſt'an Op- 
portunity, to evgape in rhe Conumon Q-:arrcl of Relig» 
on and Liberty. 

To this purpoſe he levi'd an Army in Germany, 
which he ordcr d to march before, and enrer Frizeland, 
under the Command of his Brothers 1eww and Adolphus 
of Naſſau, Who poſlefling thegſclves of Damm, and 


ſome other Towns, made a Halt about. the Bay-of Dul- 


lart. There Fohn de Ligny, Count Aremberg, a Captain 
of great Renown, oppos'd them with. a confiderable 
Force ; fortunate indecd in their firſt-Skirmſhes.z bur 
being at length drawn to a Battel, were totally routed 
by the Nafſovians, with the- loſs of the Flower of the 
Spaniſh Army, all their Cannon, - Baggage, and ſeveral 
Sums of Money, provided for the Soldiers Pay : and 
which was more than all this, himſelf ſlain in the Field. 
For that ſeeing Adolphus valiantly rallying his Men that 
had been forc'd into ſome Diſorder, he puts Spurs to 
his Horſe and charg'd him. And though he were ſhot by 
the way, yet the fiercer for his Wound, he firſt dif- 
charg'd his Piſtol at Adolphys, and then with his Sword 
ran him through the Heart: but being Mortally wound- 
ed by Adolpbus at the ſame time, fell dead to the ground 
at a {mall diſtance from his Enemy. 

But Count Lewis enjoy'd not long the Benefit of his 
Victory ; for the Duke of Alva following cloſe at his 
Heels, and having overtak'n him berween the Bay of 
Dullart and the River Rhine, ſer upon him ar ſuch a 
time, when his Germans, deing all in a Mutiny for want 
of their Pay, rather choſe to be miſcrably cut to pieces, 
then make any defence againſt an Enemy ſo formidable. 
So that the Duke of Alva obtain'd an eafie Victory over 
a Confus'd Throng of Cowardly Mutineers, that turn'd 
their Backs in heaps to the Enemy, diſdaining all ſube 
miſfion to the Commands of their General. Six thou- 
ſind were cither ſlain, or eiſe were drown'd 1n the ad- 
jo3mng 
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joyning River. Nor could Adolphus himſelf have eſcap'd, 
had he not fortunately met with a Bark, which convey'd 
him over the Rhine; while the Spaniards were not only 
Maſters of his Camp, but recover'd all the Trophies of 
his lace. Victory. 

Nevertheleſs, the Prince of Orange, nothing daunted. 
at his Brother's ill Succeſs, levy'd another Army of Four 
and Twenty Thouſand Germans, with which alſo join'd 
another Body of Four Thouſand French, under the Com-- 
mand of Francis Hangift, Lord of Genlis, But before 
the Prince would enter the Low-Conntries, he publiſh'd 
a Maniſeſto, wherein he ſet forth the Reaſons of his ta- 
king Arms, clear'd himſelf from the Crimes that were 
laid ro his Charge, and turn'd the Cauſes of the War- 
upon the Council of Blood, and the Duke of Alva. 

This done, after he had crof'd the Rhine, he as for-- 
tunately paſs'd the Meuſe, by the ſame Stratagem, which 


' Ceſar us'd when he paſs'd the Secoris near Lerida, For 


he ty*d his Horſe together, and made them ftand croſs - 
the River, to break the force of rhe ftream, and then or- 
dering his Foot to wade over ſilently in the Evening, 
with an inobſervable ſpeed, ſafely arriv'd on the farther 
ſhore with his Army. Which was ſuch unexpected 
News to Alva, that when Barlaymont told him the Ene- 
my had pafs'd the River,the Duke ask'd him, whetker he 
thovghtthem to be an Army of Birds ? 

By this means the Prince of Orange being got into 
Rrabant, preſently offer'd Battel to the Spaniards. Bur 
the wary Duke, being unwilling to hazard the loſs of the - 
Low-Countries upon the Fortune of a ſingle Battel againſt _ 
| an Enemy freſher, and more numerous than himfeſf, 
| kept cloſe within his Advantageous Poſts, notwith- 
| ſtanding all the endeavours and flejghts the Prince 
could uſe ro draw him forth. So that after nme and 
ewenty ſeveral Arrempts and Encampments, not being: 
able to draw the Duke to a Combat, and finding thoſe 


Hopes to fail whiafhad perſwaded both Him and His, 

| thar the Cities that favour'd his Quarrel, would preſent- - 

| 1y revolt; which they were ſo far from doing, that they 

| Were Bot only incens'd but _—_— againſt him ; a _ 
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fortune that would of neceſſity reduce his Army to great 
ſtraights, for want of Proviſions, in a ſmall compaſs of 
Territory not able to ſupport ſo great a number of Men ; 
beſides, that his Soldiers began to Mutiny for want of 
Pay ; by the advice of Genlz, and the reft of the French 
Commanders, he refolv'd to diſmiſs his Army ; to which 
he pay'd ſome part of their Arrears in ready Money by 
the ſale of his Plate, his Artillery and Baggage, engaging 
to the Chief Commanders his Principaliry of Orange, 
and ſome other of his Hereditary Territories, for ſecu- 
riry of what was due to them 1n particular. However, 
before this diſmiſſion he utterly defeared Eighteen Com- 
panies of Foot, and Three Hundred Horſe of the Ene- 


my, between © uyeſnoy and Cambray, and took almoſt all 


the Chief Commanders priſoners, Don Ruffillo Henrigo, 
the Duke of Alva's Son, being Nain upon the place. 
Which in ſome meaſure retaliated the Foil which he 
had receiv'd 1n Brabant, whete the Count of Hochſtrate 
was k1ll'd. 

This numerous Army being thus diſmiſs'd, the Prince 
retain'd no more than twelve hundred Horſe, with 
which, being accompany'd by his two Brothers, Lewis 


.and Henry, he joyn'd with the Prince Palatine Wolfang, * 
Duke of Deux Ponts, then ready to enter France withan |. 


8 


j 


Army, in favour of the Hugonots. By that means it was | 
the Prince's hap to be at the taking.of La Charite ; af- | 


terwards at the Battel of Rochelabeille, where, together 
with the Count of Rochefſ-ucaut, the Prince of Orange 
commanded the main Battel of rhe XHugonoi Army, and 
Count Lewis of Naſſan, his Brother, ſignaliz'd himſelf a- 
peinſt Philip Strozzi, Colonel of the French Infantry, 


taken priſoner by the Hugonots, Afrer this, it was his | 
chance to be at the Stege of Poitiers, which proving fa- * 


# 
þ 


tal to the Hygonots, he eſcap'd in diſguiſe ro Mont-Bel- 
tiard, and thence to his Territory of Naſſay, there to at- 
tend a better Fortune, 

While the Prince remain'd amwng the Hugonots in 
Fraxce, he was advis'd by Admiral Coligny to give out 


Ps 
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Commiſſions to ſeveral Perſons of Qualiry, Fugitives of | 


the Low-Countrits, to infeſt the Spaniards by Sea z afſu- | 


ring 
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ring the Prince, that if he cou'd but get footing in Zyl- 
land or Zeland, it would not be an cafie thing to drive 
him thence. Which Counſel was not onely advantageous 
to the Prince of Orange, but a kind of Propheſie from 
the Lips of the Admiral. For by this means, the Prince 
in a ſhort time made himſelf Maſter of all Holland and 
Zeland, no leis fortunate and viorious at Sea, than he 
had been unfortunate by Land. | 
They that read the Stories of thoſe Times, written 
more at large by others, would think that Alva himſelf 
had conſpir'd to his Maſter's Loſſes. For having thus re- 
mov'd rhe Germans out of the Netherlands, and freed 
himſ-if from the threatning War, he was now altogether 
for impoſing new Taxes upon the Low-Countries, being, 
the Tenths of all Commodities to be fold, and the Twen- 
ticth part of Goods immovable, to replentſh.che Exche- 
quer, which the Wars had exhauſted. Nothing ſo much 
incens'd the Provinces againſt the Duke of Alva, as theſe 
new Impoſitions. Infomuch, that at 8&7zſſels, the Seat of 
his Cruelty, and where, by reaſon of his preſence, be ex- 
peed the readieſt compliance, upon publiſhing his E- 
dis for the Colle&tion of thoſe Taxes, the People ſhur 
up their Shops, and the Bakers, Butchers, and Inn-keep- 
ers refus'd to put their Wares to ſel]. By which it plain- 
ly appear'd, how great a Provocation to Rebellion Taxes 
are, when People groaning under other Grievances, 
have that one Burden more added to the reſt. For the 
Low-Country-mens Complaint of Alva's Cruelty and 
Pride, pefs'd no farther than only Hare and Execration : 
infomuch. that when the Prince of Oraxge enter'd Bra- 
bant with his Army, the Citics, cho? they mortally hated 
Alva, yet ſer him not the leaſt aſſiſtance. For Puniſh- 
ment that only lights upon a few,tho' jt inflame rhe Mu]- 
tirude wich hatred,vet it curbs and aws them at the ſame 
inſtant with fear. But Taxes are look'd upon as every 
Man's particular loſs ; and they that are therewith moſt 
grievouſly affifted, loſe their Fears, rogether with their 
Fortunes ; and nor regarding future prejudice, {eek a 


General, mcerly to defend them from being ditpoiÞd of. 


the preſent Fruits of. their Toyl and Induſtry. Thus: 
B 2 when. 
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when the Ciries, as well thoſe that continu'd faithful to: 
the Spaniards, as thoſe that ſtood ſuſpeed, were preſs'd 


10 pay Taxes, the Hatred of the generality increaſing, 
overcame their Fears. This the Prince of Orange well 
obſerv'd, and, as one that knew how to take hold of Op- 
portunities, now rightly judg'd, his time was come to 
mature the delivery of his Country, and for laying the 
Foundations of that Government, of which he had the 
Model already in his Mind. To which purpoſe he lay 
fill, and levy'd Soldiers at kkiſure, to ſecond the ſucceſ- 
ſes of the Water-Gueuſes, who by this time had receiv'd 
their Letters of Mart and Orders from the Prince of 
—_ to ſcour the Sea-Coaſt of Holland and Frie- 
and. 

f The Commander in Chief of theſe Water-Gueuſes was 
William Lord of Lune, of the Family of the Counts de 14 
Aarce, with whom were alſo joyn'd Willian Bloſeus Tre- 
flong 3 Lancelot, natural Son to Count Brederode 3; Bay- 
tholomew Enteſe, $onoi, and ſeveral others. 

Theſe having for ſome time very much infeſted the 
Spaniards at Sea, defigning at length to ſeize upon ſome 
Port of North-Ho{and, being at that time deny'd the be- 
nefit of the Engliſh Harbours, at the earneſt ſolicicatious 
of the Duke of A41va, were at length by Tempeſt driven 
into Vorn in Holland, where ſtands the City of the Brzll,. 
2 Port of Zeland; and, finding it without a Garriſon, 
eafily ſurpriz'd it, the Count of Bolduc in vain attempt= 
ing to regain it. Upon the taking this Ifland and City, 
ſeveral Cities of Holland, as Horn, Alkiiaer,Edam,Goudt, 
Oudewater, Leyden, Gorcum, Haritm, and all the Cities of 
Zeland, except Middleburg, declar'd for the Prince of 
Orange. Uliſbing, a confiderable Ciry, and Port of Ze- 
land, foilow'd the example of the Brill, and animated by 
the Exhortations of a Pricft faying Maſs upon Eaſter-day 
in the Morning, turn'd cnt the Spaniſh Garriſon with 
fuch a popular fury, that they hang'd Alvarez Pacheco, 
Kinſman to the Duke of Alva, at the requeſt of Treſlong, 
20 revenge his Brother's death, whom Alva had caus'd: 
w be beheaded at Bruſſels four years before. 
In this ſe ſuddaia a revolt of ſo many Cities 008 
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the ſame time the Cities and Towns of Zutphen,Overy(ſel,: 
Gelderland, and Fri:ſland, were either ſtormed and ta- 
ken by wilzam Count of Berghen, or elſe ſubmitted out 
of affe&ion) nothing more amaz'd the Duke of Alva, 
than to hear, that Lew of Naſſau had taken Mons, the 
chief Ciry of Haynault, by the afliftance of the French, 
and therefore he reſoly'd ro regain 1t, whatever it coſt 
him. Which gave the revolted Citics- liberty ro take 
breath, and leiſure to fortifie themſelves with Men and. 
Ammunicion. 

The Siege of Mo2s prov'd difficult and. tedious, by 
reaſon of rhe ſtout refiltance rhere made by Count 


Lewis, aſſiſted by Mounſicur de 1a Nowe, and many of the: 


French Nobility. 

In the mean time the Prince of Orange, having levy'd: 
a powerful Army of 11000 Foot, and 6000 Horſe, (for 
the payment of which, he truſted to the promiſes of the 
French) paſs'd the Rhize and the Moſe, and being re- 
ceiv'd into Ruremend, by that means enter'd into Brg- 
bant. In his March he appear'd before Lovain, which 
preſented him with a ſum of Money, to the value of 
16000 Crowns : from whence he advanc'd to Mechlin, 
which preſently gave him admittance, as did ſeveral 0- 
ther Towns, cither out of love or fear 3 till at length he 
came into Hayngult, within fight of the Duke of Alva's 
Camp: which he found ſurrounded with a Circumvalla-. 
tion, no leſs ſtrong to maſter and keep in the Garriſon, 
than inacceſſible and impregnable againſt the Aſſaults of 
thoſe that ſhould come to relieve it. However, the 
Prince reſoly'd to try his urmaſt, nothing-daunted at the 
defeat of the French Succours under the command of the 
Lord of Genlis, ſent by the Admiral Coligny to reinforce 
his Army. For the fiery Frezch-man, impatient of delay, 
and a Partner in the Honour of delivering the beſieged, 
with more Valor than Diſcretion, giving Battel to Fre- 
deric de Toledo, the Duke of Alva's Son, was by him to- 
tally routed, and taken Priſoner, to the great prejudice 
of the Prince's Aﬀairs. Nevertheleſs, the Prince endea- 
vour'd by all ways to force the Duke's Intrenchments, or 
to have drawn him co a Battcl ;. in the midſt of —_ 
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his indefatigable pains, he receiv'd intell;gence of the 
Maſſacre of Paris. Then, not a little aſtoniſh'd at ſo 
fudden and dreadful an accident, by which he had loft 
the Admiral Chaſtilon,: all the chiefeſt of his Friends, 
and all his hopes of any more ſuccour from France, he 
made one more effort to draw the Duke of Alva to a 
Confli&, before the news of the Maſſacre fhould reach 
his Soldiers ears. But the Duke ſtill keeping himſelf 
clofe within his Trenches, and thence in ſafety bartering 
the Town; and the Prince on the other fide, afraid leſt 
the French Commanders, who were the chief ſtrength 
of his Army, ſhould deſert him upon notice of the Maſ- 
ſacre, wrote to his Brother Lewis, to make an honou- 
rable Compoſition for himſelf,and hrs : and fo with ſJow 
Marches retreated toward the Rhine ; yet not without 
ſome lofs, and great hazard of his own Life. For 200 
ſelefted Spaniſh Foot, and 800 Horſe, breaking into his 
Camp in the Night-rime, had almoſt made their way, 
killing, and firing all before them, as far as his own 
Fent, where he was faft in his firſt profound ſleep ; fo 
that had tt not been for a little Dog, which uſually Jay 
upon his Bzd, that never left barking, and ſcratching 
him by the Face, till he had wak'd him; he had been in 
great danger of a furprize. But then, leaping out of his 
Bed, and perceiving the peril he was in, he made haſte 
to his Men, who were by this rime coming to his reſcue 3 
and then the Spaniards pay'd for the raſhnefs of their 
attempr, being moſt of them cur off in their retreat, 
The Prince at Orſoy diſmifs'd his Army, and thence re- 
thr'd through Overyſſe! to Vtrecht, and from thence into- 
Holland and Zeland ; which were already prepar'd to 
receive hin. For the States of Ho!and and Zeland af- 
ſembling at Dyrt, had in his abſence already acknow- 
ledg'd the Prince of Orange for their Governour, and 
had given their Oachs ro Philip de Marynir, Lord of 
St. Aldegond, his Procurator, jn the Prince's behalf, to 
ftand by him with their Lives and Fortunes. 

Therefore > ſoon as he arriv'd in the Provinces of 
Holland and Z:land, he confirm'd for his Lievrenant in 
Nortb-folland, otherwiſe call'd Weffriefland, T _—_ 
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ae Sonoy, a Gentleman of Frieſland 3; he made Charles 
Boiſcot Governour of Uluſhing, and his Brother Lewis 
Boiſcot Admiral, both Gentlemen of Bruſſels, who being 
both condemn'd by the Duke of Alva, follow'd the For- 
tune of the Prince of Orange. 

The Prince however a&ed all things in the name of 
the States, tho' he had the full Power of the Govern- 
ment in his own hands (o great a confidence the People 
had in his Condu& : ) For from him they receiv'd their 
Garriſons, Shipping, and Arms; he diſpos'd of all Pub- 
lick Employments and Dignities, and beftow'd and or- 
der'd the Revenues taken from the Clergy. So that in 
leſs than four Months there lay in the Port of Flaſbing a 
Fleet of Ships ready Rigg'd and Mann'd, of a Hundred 
and fifty Sail : and ſo continually did their Courage and 
Experience favour them at Sea, that for the ſpace of 
Ten Years, during which time they did incredible miſ- 
chief to the Spaniards,they were never but once by them 
worſted upon the Salt Water. 

Among other Alrerations made by the Prinee, he or- 
der'd, that whereas anciently there were bur ſix Cities 
which had right of Suffrage 1n the States, that 1s to ſay, 
Dort, Harlem, Leyden, Delfe, Amſterdam, and Goude, he 
added twelve more to the ſix, Rotterdam, Gorcum, 
Scnedam, Schonove, the Brill, Alkmatr, Horn, Enchyſen, 
Edam, AMunibedam, Medomblic, and Purmerena, to the 
end, that being oblig'd to him for ſo great an Honour, 
they might prove the more affeionate to him 1n the 
Aſſembly of Eſtates. | 

He alſo baniſh'd out of the Churches the Roman Ce- 
remonies, by difference in Religion, to render the Peo- 
ple the more 1rreconcileable to the Spaniards. And thus 
1t was that the Prince of Orange, following the Prophert- 
cal Counſel of Admiral Coligny, got that footing 1n the 
Low-Cquntries,which he maintain'd with that Prudence, 
Reſolution, and Vertue, that all the Power of Spain could 
never afterwards remove him. 

Bur now the Duke of Alva having re - taken 
Mons, ſent his Son Duke Frederic de T»ledo to reco- 
ver the reyolted Cities of Gaelders and Holland, TX 
LQar 
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that purpoſe he made a dreadful example of Mech!in, 
for opening her Gates to the P::ace of Orange. After 
that, he defeated the Marqueſs of RBerghen, retook the Ci- 
ties of Zutphen and Narrden, buc he was forc'd tomake: 
a longer ſtay before Hariom * | 

Wibald Riperda, a Gentleman of Friefland, was Go- 
yernour of this Town, and Duke Frederic vow'd he 
would have no other Krvs bar hts Cannon to let him 
into the place. The Siege was bloody, and tedious ; 
but the beſieged, ar iength, being rcduc'd to the laſt cx- 
eremity, by an uamerciful Famine without example, 
which carry'd off no lefs than Thirteen thouſand Per- 
ſons ; and al: hopes of ſuccour being loft,. upon the de- 
feat of the Count de la Marca, and the Barron of Batten- 
bure, after a Siege of almoſt Eight Months, was forc'd 
to ſurrender at diſcretion. The Spaniards hang'd and 
drowwd for ſeveral days togerher, above Two thouiand 
of the Inhabitants, among the reſt, the Miniſters, the 
chief Magiſtrates of the City, and the Commanders of 
the Garriſon. Riperda, the Governour, and- Lancelot, 
_ Son to Count Brederode, had their Heads ſtruck 
off. =: 

But theſe Cruelries were ſo far from doing the Spa- 
niards any kindneſs, that they made the People more oh- 
ſtinate in their reſiſtance in other places, ſo that they 
were repuls'd from the little City of Albyar, and the 
Prince of Orange at the ſame time, with ſo much the 
more eaſe ſurpriz'd Gertrudenberg, which was no (mall 
ſecurity to the City of Dor:. 

On the other fide, Middlebyrg, the Capital Ciry of 
Ztland, with no leſs obſtinacy defended by Mondrago- 
nio, after a Siege of two Years, and the expence of ſe- 
ven Militons in vain attemprs of the Spaniards to relieve 
jt, was at length ſfurrendred, and reunited to the reſt of 
the Province, which, togerher with the utter overthrow 
of the Spaniſh Fleet that was ſent to its relief, being all 
either ſtranded or fired, and the Admiral ſlain, in fome 
meaſure made amends for the loſs of Harlem. 

A little before this, the Duke of Alva and* his Son 
were both recalled our of the Low-Countries, and Lewis 
Reque- 
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Sees, great Commander of the Order of St. Fago, was 
ſent to ſucceed him : the King of Spain being at length 
convinced, that Cruelty and Rigour did bur render the 
Netherlanders more obſtinately averſe to his Govern« 
ment. 

Requeſenes had but an 11! beginning, to behold that 
unfortunate Sea-engagement berween the Prince of 0- 
y4aige's and the Spaniſh Fleet, wherein the Spaniards 
loft ſo many Ships and Men: but he had better ſucceſs 
by Land, to the vaft prejudice of the Prince : For Count 
Lewis of Naſſau, his Brother, having brought a fourth 
Army out of Germany, of ſeven thouſand Foot, and four 
thouſand Horſe, was defeated near to Nimmeghen, by 
Sanchg Avila, while the Germans, according to their 
uſual cuſtom, were all in Mutiny, and demanding their 
Pay, inſtead of minding to defend their own Lives, and 
their General's Honour. In this Bartel, or rather Slaugh- 
ter of the Naſſovians, Count Lewis himſelf was ſlain, to- 
gether with his Brother Count Henry, and Chriſtopher 
Count P alatine. 

The Spaniards, puft up with this ſucceſs, laid Siege ro 
the City of Leiden, and had reduced it to that extremi- 
ty, that the People were ready to periſh for hunger ; yet 
ſuch was the obſtinacy of the Defendants, that they 
vowed, they would eat up their left Arms after their 
Proviſions was ſpent, before they would deliver the 
Town. The Prince therefore being informed of their 
Diſtreſs, by Pidgeons let looſe out of the Town, and 
+ finding that a deſperate Diſeaſe muſt have a deſperate 
Cure, ordered about two hundred flat-botrom'd Boats 
to be provided, of twelve, fourteen, and fixteen Oars a- 
piece, the biggeſt of which carried each of them two 
great Guns: Theſe were Manned with Seamen ſent for 
out of Zeland, and laden with Proviſions of all ſorts : and 
when all things were ready, the Hollanders made holes 
1n the Damm, and lighted the Bulkwark raiſcd againſt 
the ſalt and freſh Warter-tides of the 7j:Y and Moſe, by 
which means thoſe two great Rivers, rogether with the 
Sea itſelf, being let in upon the level Land, overflowed 
the Leaguer of the Spaniards, and covered the whole 
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Country with ſuch a prodigious Deluge, that thev who 
lived forty Miles off, brought ſupplies of Men and Viu- 
als to the Befieged : So that the Spaniards, after they 
had nailed their Cannon, and ſunk them in the Dirches, 
afcer four Months toyl were forced to raiſe their Siege ; 
not without great loſs of Men, being purſued by the 
Dutch is their Boats with long Grappling-irons, where- 
with they drown'd and drew up Priſoners into their Veſ- 
ſels, a conſiderable number of the Enemy. 

After this Deliverance, the Prince of Orange was re- 
ceived into Zriden, as a Deity who had preſerved them 
from the hands of an inhumane and barbarous Adverſa- 
Ty : for they looke upon him alone as the Inſtrument of 
their Preſervation ; 1n regard, that th6 he woulg, not 
proceed to the breaking of the Damm, without the Con- 
ſent of rhe States, yet he firſt propoſed it: and having 
received for anſwer, tho' they knew the damage they 
ſhould receive thereby, That a Country di{-peopl'd was 
better than a Country loſt ; then he went forward with 
his deſign. And at the ſame time jt was, to alleviate in 
ſome meaſure the Sufferings of the City, that he ereted 
the Univerſity of Leiden, and endowed it with large Pri- 
viledges and ample annual Revenues. 

On the other fide Requeſenes, to recompence this loſs, 
about the ſame time made himſelf Maſter of Zyric-ſeezth6 
neither he nor the Spaniards long enjoyed the fruits of 


his Conqueſt : For the Spaniards and Germans, knowing þ. 


with what toyl and labour they had obtained ſo great 
an Advantage, and underſtanding that Requeſenes was 
dead, grew inſolent, upon the ſcore of their Merits, de- 
manded theirPay with a more than ordinary Pride ; and 
quitting Schelde and Doveland, which they had fo lately 
conquered with ſo much Glory, while Zuric-ſee was 
gnarded only with a few Walloons, ran up and doin the 
Province of Brabant, uncertain where to vent thejr Mad- 
neſs, till at length they fell upon Maeſtrich and Antwerp 
icſclf 3 both which Towns they ſacked and plundered, to 
the value of four and twenty Millions ; infomuch, that 
the Plunder of thoſe Cities was called, The Pury of the 
Spaniards, And fo inſupportable was this ſame licenti- 
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ous Extravagance of theſe foreign Mutineers, that thoſe 
Provinces, which till then had continued in their Obedi- 
ence to King Philip, declared the Spaniards Enemies to 
their King and Country, and called in the Prince of 0- 
range to their Saccour. And then it was that all the 
Provinces of the Netherlands, except Luxemburgh, enter- 
ed into an Aſſociation of Mutual Defence, and conclud- 
ed that famous Treaty of Peace ar Gaunt, in the Year 
1575, wherein they tolemnly (wore to Aſſiſt each other 
in the Delivery of their Country from Spanih Bondage. 
In purſuance of which Treaty, the Caſtles of Gaunt, Va- 
lenciennes, Cambray, Vtrech and Groning were demoliſh- 
ed, and all Frieſland declared for the States. 

To remedy theſe Diſorders, Dov Fobn of Autria was 
diſpatched into the Netherlands, to ſucceed Requeſenes : 
who at firſt carried himſelf wich great Mildneſs and Af- 
fability. Bur the Prince of Orange, whoſe fore-ſight al- 
ways reached the bottom of the Spaniſh Deſigns, conti- 
nually forewarned the Netherlanders, not to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be deluded with the fair and gilded Promiſes, 
which Don Fohn made them on the King's behalf; afſu- 
ring them, That Princes once provoked, might diſſem- 
ble for a time, bur never would forget the Injuries they 
received, but only till they had an opportunity to re- 
venge them. 

However, they ſuffered themſclves for a time to be 
ſoothed by the Perpetual Edift, made the 19th of Februy- 
ary, in the Year 1577, between the States on the one 
part, and the King of Spain en the other, at the Media- 
tion of Rodolph:us the Emperour, and the Duke of Cleaves 
and 7uliers; whereby the Treaty of Gaunt was ratified ; 
the holding of the States General conſented too z and 
the departure of the Spaniards and Germans out of the. 
Netherlands decreed, with this furcher Clauſe, © Thar 
«* they ſhould leave all the Proviſion, Ammunition, and 
&« Artillery behind them in all the Places which they held. 
Bur the Prince of Orange, tcgerher with the States of 
Holland and Zeland, proteſted againſt rheir Edie, al- 
ledging, that many things, parricularly ſuch Articles as 
concerned Religion, were not ſuffciently reconciled and 
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But no ſooner was Don Fobs received with great pomp 
+nto Bruſſels, and ſetled in his Government, bur the States 
found the-truth of the Prince's Admonitions ; as having 
diſcovered by ſeveral intercepted Letters, written in 
Characters, and deciphered by Philip de Marnix, That 
Don Fobn had private Orders to fteer another courle, 
which was to ruine both them and all their Adherents. 


Then, opening their eyes, they reſoly'd to oppoſe him by + | 


force of Arms. 

Oa the one ſide, Don Jobs ſeized upon the Caſtles of 
Namur and Charlemont, recalled the Spaniſh and German 
Troops, and prepared for War. On the other ſide, the 
States demoliſhed the Caſtle of Antwerp, and joyned 
with the Prince of Orange. Who, coming to Breda, 
with his third Wife, Charlotta de Burbon, was invited 
by the States General to revive their hearts with his Pre- 
ſence : To which end the Burghers of Antwerp marched 
forth of the Town a good way to meet him, and condu- 
Red him to their City, where the States General depu- 
ted the Abbots of V3lliers and Maroles, and the Barons 
of Freſin and Caprias, to beſeech him to come with all 
ſpeed to Bruſſels 3 whither he went by Water in a Barge, 
the Burghers of Antwerp marching on the one fide of 
the Canal, and the Burghers of Br»ſſels on the other ; 
and being received into the City with Pomp and the 
joyful Acclamations of the People, he was dectared Go- 
vernour of Brabant, and Superintendant of the Revenues 
of the Provinces. 

And here we are to obſerve, that though the Life of 
this ſame Noble and Heroick Prince, ſeemed upon many 
occaſions to be a kind of Proſecytion of averſe Fortune, 
enough to have ſunk a Reſolutzon leſs determined and 
undaunted than His, yet he had alſd frequently thoſe 
pleaſing fatisfaRions of inward Joy and Content, with 
which the moſt inſenfible and ſelf-denying Stoicks, dare 
not deny themſelves to be ſometimes irrefiftably affe&- 
ed, in the midſt of the Congratulations and happy Wi- 
ſhes of the People, whoſe Hearts and AﬀeRions they en- 
tirely poſſeſs: Whereas there are ſome Princes who 
haye only the Commanid of their Subjects Bodics, _ 
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the leaſt of charming Empire over their Souls, which is 
the more noble part of Dominion. 

Bur in regard that Vertue ſeldom fails of being envy- 
ed; and that a high and unilcmiſhed Reputation, is 
more maligned than a tarniſhed Popularity, this magni- 
ficent Reception of the Prince of 0r.2ge, ropether with 
the Authority which the States and People willingly ſur- 
rendered to his I!luftrious Birth, his ſurpaſſing Pru- 
dence, his vaſt Experience, and his extraordinary Me- 
rits, rendered him ſoon ſuſpected to ſeveral Great Lords 
and Perſons of Quality,of whom the chicf wcre che Duke 
of Arſcot, the Marqueſs of Havyez, his Brother 3 the 
Count of Lalen, and his Brother the Baron of Montigny, 
the Viſcount of Gaunt, Count a' Egmont, and ſeveral 0- 
thers. Who, jealons of his Grandeur, ſent away pri- 
vately the Sieur de Malftede, to offer the Government of 
the Netherlands to the Arch-Duke Matthias, the Empe- 
rour Rodo!phys's Brother, And ſuch was the ſpeed 
which their Envoy made, and ſo preſſing his Importu- 
nity to the Arch-Dube ro make haſte, that he arrived' 
from Vienna at Cologne, before 1t was known that he had 
been ſent for. 

Thoſe Lords had a confident Conceipt that they ſhould 
have all the Power of the Government under the Arch- 
Duke, as looking upon them to be the Authours of his 
Advancement; and that at the ſame rime they ſhould be 
able ro undermine and ruine the Authority of the Prince . 
of Orange, by ſetting over him a Supertour of that High 
Quality. 

But the Prince of 0yange, who well knew how to give 
way to Times and Seaſ2ns, and to convert into Antt- 
dotes the Poiſons that were prepared for him, took no 
more notice of thetÞ>Proceedings, than only ro make a 
modeſt Comp!aint in the Aſſembly of Eſtates, that they 
had ſent for the Arch-Dube without 1mparrting to him a 
Reſolution of chat Importance fince 1t had been agreed 
that nothing ſhould he concluded but by con:mon Con- 
ſent,more eſpecially 12 Afﬀairs of ſo great Concernment 3 
however, that he would by no means oppoſe either the 
Reception or Adyancement of the Arch-Dube. Bur afrer- 
C 3; wards, 
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wards, having regained to his Party the Count of 7./ey, 
who had the Chief Command 1n the States Army, he 
prevailed fo far by his Addreſs and Prudent Behayjour, 
that the Arch-Dube being made Governour upon certain 
Conditions, he himſelf was choſen Lieutenant-General 
by the greareſt number of Voices in the General Aſſem- 
bly, and had the Chief Management of Afﬀairs under the 
Arch-Duke, by the voluntary permiſſion of a Perſon that 
underſtood his Extraordinary Abilities. And thus did 
the Prince of Orange, by his admirable Prudence and 
good Condudt, cauſe thar Storm to fall upon the heads 
of his Enemies, which they had raiſed for his Deftru- 
ion. For the Duke of 4rſchot, the Head of the Con- 
{piracy againſt the Prince of Orange, was foon after Ar- 
reſted .jn the Capital City of his Government by the 
Sieur ##e Ribaue, a Favourite of the Prince's : And that 
he might be the more ſenſible of his Misfortune, his 
beſt Friends, the Biſhops of pres and Bruges, together 
with the Sicurs Raſſinguem and Seuvequem, with ſeve= 
ral others of his Creatures, were arreſted at the ſame 
time. 

On the other ſide, Don Fohn of Auſtria, being now de« 
clared the Puhlick Enemy of the Country, ſenr for the 
Spaniſh and Ttalian So!diers, which had left the Nether- 
@:5 in purſuance of the perpetual Edi&, with a great 
mumber of Germans, and at Gembloyrs defeated rhe Ar- 
my of the Statrs, Commanded by the Sie:r de Goignie, 
In the abſence of rhe Count de Lalin, and the Principal 
Others, then revelling at a Weddirg at Bruſſels, 

However, this loſs was ſoon after recompenced by 
the Surrender of the Famous Ciry of Amſterdam, which 
was united to the Body of Holland eight days after the 
Defear. 

Nevertheleſs Don Fohn, puft up with his ſucceſs ar 
Gemblours, marched with a numerous Force to atracque 
the Army of the States at Rimenant near Mechlin, then 
commanded by the Count of Boſſut. But he found thar 
wary General fo well provided to receive him, that he 
was forced to retreat 1n confuſion with confiderable loſs. 
Infomuch, that tho' Boſſut were highly commended = 
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his caution at the beginning of the Batre!, he was no leſs 
taxed for loſing the opportunity of purſuing the retreat- 
ing Enemy with all his Forces, which ſpoiled the conclu- 
fion of his Viftory. 

In the mean time, the States General decreed a Tole- 
ration of both Religions in the Provinces ; which was 
called the Peace of Religion. But this Peace not being 
approved by all the Confederates, produced a Third Par- 


.ty, which was called the Parry bf the Malz-Contents 3 of 


which number were the Baron of Montigny,the Viſcount 
of Gaunt, Valentine de Paiditu, the Baron of Caprias, 
and others. By whoſe means the Provinces of Hai- 
nault and Arthois returned to their Obedience to the 
Spaniard, notwithſtanding all the Remonſtrances of the 
Statez-General, as well by their Letters, as by rhe Mouths 
of therr Commuſſoners. *'V 

Nevertheleſs, the States having reinforced their Ar- 
mies out of Germany, ſent ſeveral Propofitions to Dor 
Fohn 3 amongtft the reſt, to deliver the Government of 
the Netherlands to the Archduke Matthias, upon the 
ſame Conditions to which they had already ſworn ; as 
alſo that the Province of Limburg, and whatever he had 
raken either by force or ſurrender 1n Haynault and Bra- 
bant, ſhould be reſtored to the States. But in the midſt 
of theſe Traniations, Don 7obn, no leſs ſick in Mind 
than in Body, as believing himſelf to be ſuſpeed 1n the 
Spanih Court, upon the death of his Secrerary £ſcovedo, 
ſuppoſed to be poyſoned in Spain, departed this Life 1n 
the Camp at Namzr, to whom-ſucceeded Alexander Far- 
eſe, Duke of Parma; who by his obliging Behaviour, 
and the large Promiſes which he made them, greatly en- 
creaſed the Number of the Male-Contents, and weakened 
the Confederacy of rhe States. 

Bot the Prince of Orange more vigilant, much about 
the ſame time, that is ro ſay, upon the 224 of Fanua- 
T1, 1579. lay'd the firſt Corner-ſtone of the Republick 
of the Low-Countries, by the ſtrit Union which he made 
ar Utricht, berween the Provinces of Guelders, Zutphen, 
Holland, Zeland, Frieſland, and the Ommelands, con- 
fiſting of five and twenty Arricles, of which the chiefeſt 

C 4 Heads. 


nl” mo —— ———_— _— 


28 The Hiſtory of 
Heads were, That the Provinces ſhould joyn in mutual 
Aſſiſtance againſt the common Enemy,and neither treat 
of Peace or War, but by a general Conſent, yer without 
prejudice to the Priviledges or Cuſtoms of any of the 
Provinces. This Aﬀociation was called the Treaty of 
Vtricht, becauſe made and ratify'd in that City. Where 
the Governours of the Provinces and the States, to ſhew 
that a ſtri& Union was neceſſary for their preſervation, 
aſſumed for their Deviſe, the words of Micipſa 1n Salyfi, 
Concordia parue Yes creſcunt. : 

Not long after, the Prince of Orange, perceiving the 
ſtrength of the States-General daily ro decay, by reaſon 
they were deſerted by ſome of the Provinces, and ſeve- 
ral of their own Body, who had made their Peace with 
the King of Spain, through the a&ive perſwaftons of the 
Duke of Parma, laid their condition before them; which 
he ſhewed them to be ſuch, that they could never be able 
ro ſubſiſt againſt ſo potent an Adverſary, by reaſon of 
their want of Power, ſo that either they muſt be forced 
to reconcile themſelves with Spain, which he could ne- 
ver adviſe them to do; fince there was no fecurity in 
ſuch an Accommodation, either for their Lives or their 
Religion ; or elſe ro make choice of ſome ne1ghbvouring 
Princ< to be their Lord, and ProteQor 3 for which pur- 
poſe, he could chink of none more proper, than the Duke 
of Anjou and Alencon, the only Brother of Henry the III, 
King of France. 

This Propoſal being approved, Philip Marnix, and 
certain other Commiſhoners, were ſent into France, 
where in a ſhort time they concluded a Treaty with the 
Duke of Alencon, wherein it was agreed, That the States 
of Holland, Zeland, Brabant, Flanders, Utrecht, and 
Frizſland, ſhould acknowledge him for their Soveraign. 
Upon condition, that he ſhould make no Alteration in 
Matters of Religion, and preſerve the Priviledges of the 
Provinces. That he fhould aſſemble the Srates-General 
once a Year, tho” if they thought it convenient to meer 
oftner, they might do it of themſelves. That he ſhould 
not diſpoſe of any Imployments or Preferments in the 
Government, wixhout the Conſent of the States ; ot 
gary 
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that if he ſhould go about to violate the Priviledges of the 
Provinces, or any thing contained in the preſent Treaty, 
he ſhould forfeit his Soveraignty, and that they ſhould 
be at Liberry, being abſolved from their Oaths to Him, 
to chuſe another Soveraign. 

Thereupon the Arch-Dybe, perceiving there was no 
more need of him in the Netherlands, 1n regard they 
ſought a more Powerful Prote&ion than he could afford 
them, took his leave, and retired into Germany, th6 not 
withour large acknowledgments from the States of his 
Favours, and ſeveral Preſents as magnificent as their con- 
dition at that time would afford. 

In the mean time the Prince of Orange uſed the ut- 
moſt of his dil:gence to haſten the March of the Duke 
of Alencon 3 well knowing how much it concerned him, 
at ſuch a ConjunCture, to be fupported by the preſence 
of ſo conſiderable a Prince, More eſpecially in regard 
that the ſame Year, 1580. the King of Spain had pubs 
liſhed a moſt bloody Proſcription againſt him ; where- 
In after he had upbraided him with the Favours which 
the Enperour Charles the Fifth had heaped upon him, 
he reproached -him with the moſt opprobrious Names 
of Ingrateful Rebel, Diſturber of the Publick Peate, He- 
retich, and Hypocrite : Called him Cain, Fudas, a Man 
of a ſeared Conſcience, Tmpious, and Sacrilegions, Pemured, 
Authoy of all the Troubles in the Low-Cuntries, and the 
Pet of Humane Kind. After that the King declared 
him Out-lawed, and gave his Eſtate, his Body and Life 
to any Perſon that could make himſelf Maſter of either. 
Promiſing upon the Word of a King, and a Servant of 
God, a Reward of Five and twenty thouſand Crowns, to 
him that could bring him dead or alive intro Spain 3 to» 
gether with 1mpuniry for all che Crtmes that ever they 
committed ;z and if they were nor already Noble, to con- 
fer Nobility upon them and their Heirs, 

In anſwer to which, the Prince made a long Apology, 
wherein he gave a particular Reply to every particular 
Paragraph of the Proſcription. Which when he had 
finiſhed, he cauſed it to be read in a full Aſſembly of the 


States-General, And indeed the Prince of Orange _ 
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ed ro be defirous that the States would have cauſed it to 


have heen printed jn their own Names. But ſome of the 
Provinces deemed it not ſo proper, in regard it ſeemed 
to be too ſevere and picquant, and for that they were 
no way pr1vy to ſeveral Miſcarriages therein impured to 
the Ring. However, they declared by a Publick AR, 
that the Prince was wrongfully accuſed, and that it was 
only upon their moſt earneſt Importunity, that he had 
accepted of the Government, and offered him a Troop 
of Horſe, at the Publick Charge, for the Guard of his 
Perſon ; beſeeching him to perſevere in the miinte- 
nance of their Liberty, and promiſing all Obedience 
and Submtiſion to his Commands and Counſels, which 
they acknowledged to have no other aim, but their ſafe- 
ty and preſervation. 

But 1f the Prince had feaſon to he troubled at this 
dreadful Proferiprion, he had no leſs Reaſon to be afflitt- 
ed for the ſurprize of Breda; which together with the 
Territory round about it, was no ſma!! part of his Pa- 
ternal Inheritance ; a particular Loſs ro himſelf, and a 
Damage no lefs conſiderable to the Publick. Neverthe- 
tets, tr was no ſmall alleviation of his Grief, to hear that 
the Duke of Alengon was upon his March with Fourteen 
thouſand Horſe and Foot to the relief of Cambray, then 
beſieged by the Duke of Payma, who upon the News, 
was forced to raife his Stege. Befides, thar he ſaw him- 
ſelf in ſome meaſure revenged upon the Proſcription It 
felf. For upon Intelligence of the Duke of Anjou's Ad- 
vancement, the States declared rhe Soveraignty of the 
King of $S4in over the Low-Conntries to be forfeited, 
broke his Seals, and decreed that he ſhould be no longer 
acknowledged for their Prince. Nor were they at all 
daunted at the taking of Towrnay ar the ſame time, 
' which the Duke of Parma wreſted from the vigorous 
Defence of Madam Maria de [a Lin, Princeſs of Eſþinoy , 
and Sifter to the Baron of Montigny ; a Lady that with 
a Maſculine Valour, for the encouragement of others, 
expoſed herſelf during the Stege to ſo much dan- 
ger, that ſhe was ſhot in the Arm with a Muſquet Bul- 
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Wiiliam Prince of Orange. IT 
After this, the ſharp Seaſon cauſing a kind of Ceſſa- 


{ tion of Arms, the Duke of Alengon made a ſtep into 
' England; from whence, after ſplendid Entertainments, 
! and a conſiderable Sum of Money for his Low-Country 


Voyage, he ſet Sail in the depth of Winter, and landed 
at Fluſhing, and thence walked afoot to Middleborough, 


' where he was met by the Prince of Orange and the Prince 
+ of Eſpinoy, by whom he was condutted to Antwerp, 
* where he was recetved with all imaginable Pomp and 
 Magnificence ; and where, being by the Prince of 0- 


range himſelf inveſted with the Ducal Bonnet and Mantle 


- of Crimſon Velvet, lined with Ermins, he took his Oath, 
: in preſence of the States, and Magiſtrates of the City, 
* and an infinire Multitude of People that thronged co 
: ſee a Sight ſo extraordinary, regularly to obſerve the 
' Treaty concluded with him, and the Priviledges of the 
+ Country, and not ro Govern after his own W!ll and 


Pleaſure, bur according to Equity and Juſtice: Which 


- done, the States and Magiftracy of Antwerp gave him 


their Oaths of Fidelity and Obedience,as their Sovera!gn 


: Prince. 


vt a2 ins publick ſpiendour of Joy 4hd Triumph, 
was ſoon overcaſt with Clouds of Grief and Lamentatt- 
on, by reaſon of an unfortunate Accident that befel rhe 
Prince of Orange, For the Proſcription having promiſed 
ſo large a Reward, Money, the Poyſon of the Soul, had 
already infeFed the Minds of ſeveral Hungry Villains, 
and fer them at work to merit the Price of Princely 
Blood. The firſt of theſe was one Fatregny a Beſcay- 


| ner, who, watching his Opporrmity, with a Piſtol laden 


with a ſingle Buller, fhor the Prince under the Righr 
Far, fo that the Buller went out at his left Cheek, and 
brake ſome of his Teeth, as it pafſed through his Mouth, 
Ar firſt the French were thought ro have committed the 
FaR; but the Aſſaſ/ine being killed by the Halbardeers 


; of the Prince's Guard, and certain Papers found in his 


Pocket, by which he plaimly appeared to be a Spaniard, 
the People that had raken Arms to revenge the Fact 
upon the French, were appeaſed, and retired well farif- 
fied to thetr Houſes, The Prince of Orange alſo, not- 

withſtanding 
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withſtanding the extremity of his Pain, wrote with his ® 
own hand to the Magiftrates of Antwerp, to let them! 4 
know the Aſſaſſinate was ſet on by the Spaniards. z7 
Tt is not to be expreſſed how extraordinary, and how} © 
univerſal, the Grief and Lamentation of that great City 
was, upon the Prince's betng wounded. The Magi» } # 
ſtrates commanded Publick Faſts : The People would | 
not ſtir from the Churches, but with continual Suppli- þ ! 
cations 1mplored his cure. And when the danger was | l 
over, with no lefs Zeal they employed their Devotions in | 
returning thanks to God, for the Recovery of the Father * 
of their Country. 
So ſoon as the Prince was in a Condition to ſtir a-} ' 
broad, the Duke of Antou rook him along to Gaunt and *! 
Bruges, where was duccvered another Conſpiracy a- |} 
gainſt the Perſons of both. The Chief in this Conſpira- * ' 
Cy was one Nicholas Salcede. a Spaniard, who confefſt he » 
| had received Four thouſand Crowns from the Duke of 
| Parma, to Murder the Duke of Anjou, and the Prince of | 
| Orange, by Poyſan or any other way. And Francis Ba- 
| | 42,an Italian, one of his Accomplices, being apprehend- 
ed, confelled rhe ſame thing 3 bur before he was car- » 
| ried to Execution, killed himſelf, to avoid the Tor- 
| | tures prepared for his puniſhment. Slcede was carried | 
| to Paris, and there drawn with four Horſes upon the * 
Greve. 

But now the Duke of Anj:x, in imitation of youthful 
Roboam, who loſt himſelf by following the Dictares of 1 
his young Adviſers, miſguided by Tervags2s, St. Aignan, 
Rochepot, and ſeveral other raw Heads that over-ruled 
him, and negleRing to conſulr the Prince of Orange, the | 
Duke of Montpenſier, the Count de Laval, and others | 
that were able to have given him better Inſtrugions, | 
contrary to his Oath, and in defiance of all the Laws of | 

- Juſtice, rook a Reſolution ro ſeize upon the principal 
Places of the Netherlands, as Dunkirk, Dendermond, Br i- 
ges, and Antwerp itſelf, all in one day ; not enduring 
the High Authority of the Prince of Orange, nor ro be a | 

| Soveraign only in name, , with a power fo ſirialy limt- 

red ; pretending for his juſtification, thac the People of | 

Antwerp 
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t them} Axtwerp had ſurrounded his Palace to kill him 3 and 
| ? that by ſuch a revolt they had diſcharged him of his 
nd how © Oath. To this purpoſe he ſetzed upon Dendermond, 
at Ciry Dunkirk, and other places, but failed of Bruges and 
Magi} Antwerp, where the Citizens behaved themſelves with 
would © that reſolution, that the French within were ſlain in ſuch 
Suppli- | heaps before the Gates, that they without could nor en- 
Jer was rer to their relief. 
ionsin Thereupon the Duke of Anjou reſtored thoſe Places of 
Father & which he had made himſclf Maſter, and returning into 
France, died at his Caſtle of Chaftzau-Thierry for very 
ſtir a- £ vexation and anguiſh of Mind. 
it and | The Flemmings were of opinion, that the Prince of 
acy a- } Orange had correſponded with the French for the ſur- 
aſpira- + Prize of Antwerp, and his Enemies made uſe of that 
eft he +» falſe ſuggeſtion to leflen his reputation, which was ſome- 
uke of © what impaired by his fourth Marriage with Louiſe de 
nce of Coligny. The Prince therefore perceiving that the 
is Ba- © States Party grew weaker and weaker every day in the 
hend- Walloon Provinces,retired into Holland, where he thought 
s car- > himſelf more ſecure, and leſs expoſed to the attempts of 
' Tor- ſuperſtition, and the pres ye Rewards apainſt his 
irried Perſon, and made choice of the City of Delph for the 
n the * place of his Reſidence, where his Primceſs bare him his 
laſt Son, named Henry Frederic, Grandfather to his pre- 
uthful * ſent Highneſs. 
es of | Having thus, to his immortal Honour, by ſo many 
2nan, Glorious Acts of Prudence and Reſolution, enfranchiſed 
ruled } fo great a part of his Country from Thraldom to the 
7, te | Spaniſh cruelty ; it was no wonder, that the People fo 
thers univerſally lamented his being aſſaſſinated in the one 
ons, and fiftieth Year of his Age. For then 1t was, that Bal- 
vs of | Tthaſar Guerard, Dorn at Villefans, in the County of Bur- 
cipal * gunay, either ſpurred on by the Proſcription Encourage- 
Bri. ments, or out of a vain hope of gaining Heaven, by r1d- 
Tring &ding the World of an Enemy to the King and the Ca- 
bea: tholic Religion, rook his opportunity as he was riſing 
limi- | from Dinner, at his Palace in Delf, to diſcharge a Piſtol 
le offi into his Body, laden with three Bullets; of which 
wer wounds he fell down de id immediately, withont having 


nd 


time 


_ — 
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preſence of his afflifted Lady, and his Siſter the Coun- 
teſs Schwartsbaurg, Lord have mercy on my Soul, and this 
poor People. 

The Murderer had inſinuated himſelf into the know- 
ledge of the Prince, under the name of Francis Guyon, 
the Son of Peter Guyan of Brcanſon, who had ſuffered 
for his Religion, He was never without the Hugonot 
Pſalms, and the new Teſtament 1n his hands, and would 


4 
» 


* & 


ſtill be ſare to be in view of the Prince at all the Ser- * 


mons that were preach'd before him. By which means 
he had ſo wrought him{clf into the Prince's favour, that 
he entruſted him with ſeveral Diſpatches to ſeveral pla- 
ces whither he had occaſion to ſend. And at the very 
time when he:commitrted the AſſaiJination, he was at- 
tending for a Paſs from the Prince to ſome Province whi- 
ther he had deſigned him. He was not above Two 
and twenty Years of Ape, and yer his reſolution 
in the midſt of the Tortures of his Puniſhment , 
was no_lcfs than his daring boldnefs ro undertake the 
Crime. 

Thus fell the Illuſtrious William of Majſzu, Prince of 
Orange ; a Perſon, in whom concurred a fol1d Judgment; 
to undertake fo great and difhcult a Work ; a Courage 
unparallel'd to carry it on, and a Conſtancy almoſt in- 
credible to bring ©: ro paſs : maugre all the formidable 
Paiſſance of Spai;, and the inteſtine Treacheries of thoſe 
that 1n Crowds oppoſed his generous Defigns. There- 
fore it was that both the States and People, who had 
ſo often in their moſt dire Extremities experienced his 
Prudence, his Conftancy, his Magnanimity, Equity, Pa- 
zience, and Moderation ; Vertues, that perhaps ſo ma- 
ny together never met 10 any one fingle Mortal, be- 
wailed his death, as the greateſt loſs that ever could 
have befal'n them in this World ; and to the end they 
might teſtifie the reality of their grief, nothing was 
thought roo Great or Royal to ſolemnize rhe Pomp of 


his Funeral. 


He was a p:-rſon of a goodly ſtature ; ſwarthy of Com- 
plexion, his Rai inclining ro a — — 6 
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ſpoke bur little, thought much ; but what he uttered, 
was all to the purpoſe, and pa(s'd for Oracular. No 
man in all the Low Countries more hoſpitable, or that 
kept a more ſplendid Table, even in the time of Charles 
the Firſt ; his Houſe being always open for the enter- 
tainment of all Forreign Princes and Embaſſadours, 
Which ſurpafſing Generofity of his, together with a pe- 
culiar Art that he had of winning upon the affeGtions of 
men, gained him an univerſal Friendihip and Eſteem. 
Not that he ſtoop'd to the low forms of Complement, 
and common profeſſions of Courtſhip, wherewith now a- 
days men honourably mock one another z but ſhewing 
himſelf neither ſparing nor prodigal of his Courtfhip, 
ſo diſcreetly expended his words, that men of judgment 
well might think he reſerved more for ation. Among 
the common people ſo affable and familiar, that he ſel- 
dong put on his Hat in the Streets, where mulritndes of 
all Ages and Sexcs would be always crowding to ſee him. 
More particularly it is reported of him, that as he was 
paſlmg along a-foot in one cf the Cities of Holland, 
earing a noiſe in an ordinzry Tradeſman's houſe, and 
underſtanding that the Man and his Wife were at vari- 
ance, he entered, and having patiently heard the Cauſe 
of the Diſpute, exhorted them to be friends, with an af- 
fabiliry beyond compare. Upon which, both Parties 
being reconciled, the Man of the Houſe ask'd him if he 
would taſte of his Beer?to which the Prince anſwered, 7es. 
The Drink being come, the Man drank to the Prince 
firſt, in a blew Jugg, and then filling 1t again, after he 
had wip'd off the froth with the' palm of his hand, pre- 
ſented the Jugg to the Prince, who pledg'd him heart}- 
Iy, and ſo went his way. And indeed 1t was his uſual 
faying, when his Friends taxed him of being too fami- 
liar, That there could be nothing cheaper bought than the 
Good Word of the People, which coſt bim only the puttivg 
off bis Hat, or a little frankbne(s of behaviour. 
He had four Wives ; of which the firſt was Ann & Ege 
»ont, the Daughter of Maximilian d'Egmont Count of 
Buren and Leerdam, a wealthy Heireſs, whom he CE» 


ſpouſed by the faycur of Charles the Filth, Ey _ ar 
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time .to ' vtter any more than only theſe words, in the 


preſence of his aſflifted Lady, and his Siſter the Coun- | 


teſs Schwartsbaurg, Lord have mercy on my Soul, and this 
poor People. 

The Murderer had infinuated himſelf into the know- 
Jedge of the Prince, under the name of Francis Guyon, 
the Son of Peter Guysn of Brcanſon, who had ſuffered 
for his Religion, He was never without the Hugonot 
Pſalms, and the new Teſtament 1n his hands, and would 
ſtill be ſare to be in view of the Prince at all the Ser- 
mons that were preach'd before him. By which means 
he had ſo wrought himſelf into the Prince's favour, that 
he entruſted him with ſeveral Diſpatches to ſeveral pla- 
ces whither he had occaſion to ſend. And at the very 
time when he'\commitrted the Aſſailination, he was at- 
tending for a Paſs from the Prince to ſome Province whi- 
ther he had deſigned him. He was not above Two 
and twenty Years of Ape, and yet his reſolution 
in the midſt of the Tortures of his Puniſhment , 
was no leſs than his daring boldnets to undertake the 
Crime. 

Thus fell the Illuſtrious William of Majſzu, Prince of 
Orange ; a Perſon, in whom concurred a {011d Judgment, 
to undertake io great and difficult a Work ;, a Courage 
unparallcl'd ro carry ir on, and a Conſtancy almoſt in- 
credible to bring +: ro paſs ; maugre all the formidable 
Paiſſance of Spa;;, and the inteſtine Treacheries of thoſe 
that 1n Crowds oppoſed his generous Defigns. There- 
fore It was that both the States and Peopie, who had 
ſo often in their moſt dire Extremities experienced his 
Prudence, his Conſtancy, his Magnanimity, Equity, Pa- 
zience, and Moderation ; Vertues, rhat perhaps ſo ma- 
ny together never met 1n any one ſingle Mortal, be- 
walled his death, as the greateſt loſs that ever could 
have befal'n them in this World; and to the end they 
might teſttfie the reality of their grief, nothing was 
thought too Great or Royal to ſolemnize the Pomp of 


his Funeral. 


He was a p:rſon of a goodly ſtature ; ſwarthy of Com- 
Plexion, his Hair inclining ro a —— be 
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ſpoke bur little, thought much ; but what he uttered, 
was all to the purpoſe, and pa(s'd for Oracular. No 
man in all the Low Countries more hoſpitable, or that 
kept a more ſplendid Table, even in the time of Charles 
the Firſt; his Houſe being always open for the enter- 
tainment of all Forreign Princes and Embaſſadours. 
Which ſurpatfſing Generoſity of his, together with a pe- 
culiar Art that he had of winning upon the afteQions of 
men, gained him an univerſal Friendihip and Eſteem. 
Not that he ſtoop'd to the low forms of Complement, 
and common profeſſions of Courtſhip, wherewith now a- 
days men honourably mock one another ; but ſhewing 
himſelf neicher ſparing nor prodigal of hjis Courtſhip, 
ſo diſcreetly expended his words, that men of judgment 
well might think he reſerved more for ation. Among 
the common people ſo affable and familiar, that he ſel- 
dong put on his Hat in the Streets, where mulritndes of 
all Ages and Sexcs would be always crowding to ſee him. 
More particularly it is reported of him, that as he was 
png along a-foot in one <cf the Cities of Holland, 
earing a noiſe in an ordinzry Tradeſman's houſe, and 
underſtanding that the Man and his Wife were at vart- 
ance, he entered, and having patiently heard the Cauſe 
of the Diſpute, exhorted them to be friends, with an af- 
fabiliry beyond compare. Upon which, both Parties 
being reconciled, the Man of the Houſe ask'd him if he 
would taſte of his Beer?to which the Prince anſwered, 7es. 
The Drink being come, the Man drank to the Prince 
firſt, in a blew Jugg, and then filling 1t again, after he 
had wip'd off the froth with the palm of his hand, pre- 
ſented the Jugg to the Prince, who pledg'd him hearti- 
Iy, and ſo went his way. And indeed 1t was his uſual 
ſaying, when his Friends taxed him of being too fami- 
liar, That there could be nothing cheaper bought than the 
Good Word of the People, which coſt bim only the puttivg 
off his Hat, or a little frankni{s of behaviour. 

He had four Wives ; of which the firft was Ann d& Ege- 
mont, the Daughter of Maximilian d'Egmont Count of 
Buren and Leerd2m, a wealthy Heireſs, whom he es 
ſpouſed by-the faycur of Charles the Filth, By _ = 

a 
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had Philip William Prince of Orange, and a Daughter 
named Marie de Naſſau, married afterwards to Philip 
Count de Hohenlo, who afrer the unexpeRted Aſſaſſina- 
tion of the Prince, when all the Confederate Provinces 
were under a ſtrange conſternation , generouſly with- 
ſtood the Efforts of the Spaniards, and revived the 
drooping Spirits of the Hollandeys. 

His ſecond Wife was Anx of Saxony, the Daughter of 
Maurice the famous EleQor of Saxony, who made head 
againſt Charles the Fifth. By her he had the Renowned 
Count Maurice,of whom we ſhall have ſufficienr occaſion 
to ſpeak 3 and a Davghter named Emilia of Naſſau,mar- 
ried to Emanuel, Son of Anthony King of Portugal. 

His third Wife was Charlotta de Bourbon, of the 
Houſe of Morntpenſier; by whom he had fix Daugh- 
rers. 
T1. Zuliana de Naſſan, married to Frederic the Fourth, 
Fle&or Palatine, Father of Frederic the firſt eleted 
King of Bohemia. 

2, Elizabeth de Naſſau, married to Henry de la Tour, 
Duke of BouiNor, fo much renowned in the Wars of 
H?nry the Fourth. 

3. Catherina Belgica, married to Philip Lewis, Count 
of Hanaw, 

4. Charlotta Brabantina, the Wife of Claudizs, Duke 
of Tremouille and Thoyars, and Count de Laval. 

5. Charlotta Flandrina de Naſſau, who, turning Ro- 
man Catholick, died Abbeſs of Sainte Croix 1n Poi- 
FLeYS. 

6. Emilia de ages, married to Frezeric Caſſmir, a 
Branch of the Houſe of Dex Ponts,called Duke of Laxs- 
berg. ; 

His fourth and laſt Wife, was Loiſa de Colligny, the 
Reli& cf Monſieur de Telzgny, and Daughter to the 
Great Admiral Chaſtil/on; by whom he had that Re- 
nowned Captain Henry Frederic Prince of Orazgez; of 


whom more in due place. 
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William Prince of Orange. J7 


PHILIP WILLIAM 
Of NASSAU, 


Prince of OR aNGE. 


His Prince was the Godſon of Ring Philip the Se- 
cond ; and when Prince William his Father was 
compelled to take up Arms 1n his own defence, he was 
a Student at Lovainz where, among other Priviledges 
which that Univerſity enjoys, it is not lawful to appre- 
hend, or arreſt any perſon for any Crime, whatever 1t 
be. Neverthcleſs, Fobz Vargas, a Spaniard , attend-- 
ed by a party of Souldiers of the ſame Nation, took him 
by force out of a San&uary ſo Sacred, notwithſtanding 
all che Proteſtations of the ReRor of the Univerſity, t9 
the contrary. 
The Prince of Orange his Father alſo made loud 
Complaints of this Breach, and Violation of Priviled- 


8 ger, in publick Writingsz wherein he ſer forth the 


a. 
LO att 


Cruelty of the Spaniards, whoſe Tyranny was ſo exhor- 
bitanr, that no Laws or Immunities, nor jnnocency of 
Age, were abie to reſcue any perſon whatever from their 
Injuſtice. 

This Young Prince was carried into Spain at thir- 
reen years of age, and immured 1n a Caſtle 1n the 
Country, where he was debarred the benefrt of all man- 
ner of Education, and where he ſpent the greateſt part 


| of his Life, in playing at Cheſts with his Keeper 3 till 


afrer thirty years [mpriſonment, he. was allowed a little 
more liberty. 
He was a Prince of Excellent Natural Parts , and- 


| being carried young into Spain, rerained the Roman 


Catholick Religion. Whuch was the reaſon that the 


Spaniards, to juſtifie their illegal Detention of his Per- 
| D ſon, 
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ſon, alledged that it was done to preſerve him from the * 
Venome of Herefie. : 

During his Impriſonment, the Captain that guarded | 
him, preſuming to talk ſcurriloufly of Prince William | 
his Father, the generous Son, not able ro brook the ! 
Arrogance of his Jaylour, took him about the middle, | 
threw him out at the Window, and broke his Neck. -| 
Various were the Opinions of King Philip's Council, 
that was to be done 1n a caſe ſo extraordinary 3 but * 
at length Indulgence and Mildne(s prevailed. The ra- * 
ther, for that Gabriel! Oſorio, a young Gentleman, who * 
was preſent at the Fa& commitrz2d, gave a Relation | 
in favour of the Prince, and told the Council, that * 
the Captain had failed in his Reſpe& to a Perſon of | 
his Quality ; and therefore that his Death was but an ? 
Attonement due to his juſt Reſentment. Which was 
an Obligation luckily laid upon a Grateful Prince : * 
ſor after that, he always preferred Oſorio near his Per- 
ſon, and did him ſeveral remarkable kindnefles. 

Ar length King Philip, either compaſſionating his te- | 
dious Captivity, or weary of puniſhing an Innocent Son, | 
for the pretended Tranſgfeſſions of his Father ; or ra- | 
ther hoping that his Liberty would create Jealouſie and 
Diſcord between the Brothers of Orange, ( as the eſcape 
of Monſieur 42 Gaiſe had done among the Heads of the 
League ) reſolved at laſt to releaſe him, 1 

But then Prince Maurice made it appear, how much 
his Scul was elevated above the Temptations of Inte- | 
reſt. For he ſurrendered to his Brother the enjoyment # 
of all his Demeans, of which he was then in poſſcſion ; | 
as of Breda, and of other places z tho? for fear of ren- } 
dring himſelf fuſpeRed to the States, he forbore to al 
fit him in perſon, and only render'd him his Reſpects ! 
from time to time by perſons depured. l 

Prince Philip came into Flaxydrrs with Arch-Duke® 
Albert, who in a ſhort while after ſent him back into 
Spain to attend upon, and conduct into the Netyerlanc's) 
his Bride and Spouſe that was to be, the Infanta Iſa-j- 
bella, to whom King Philip had given 1a Dowry, the} 
Soverajgnty of the Seventeen Provinces, All Ravgps 
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ſtood amaz'd, that the Son of a perſon ſo odious to 
Spain, ſhould be made choice of for an Employment 
ſo highly honourable, which could not be conferred 
upon him without an extraordinary teſtimony of E- 
ſteem and Confidence. After that, he lived at the 
Court of Byuſſeſs with the arch-Dukes of Flanders, 
For the States of the United Provinces, had conceived 
ſuch a diſtruſt of him by reaſon of that Employment, 
and for that the Ring of Spain had reſtored him to all 
his Demeans in the Spaniſh Low Countries , and in 
Franche Conte, that they would not permit him ſo much 
as to viſir, much leſs reſide in their Provinces 3 tho? he 
earneſtly laboured and defired it. 

He married the Siſter of the Prince of Conde, Fleg- 
ora de Bourbon, a Lady of great Vertue, bur had no 
Children by her. However, by vertue of this Match 
with a Firſt Princeſs of the Bloud, he was reſtored to 
the poſſeſſion of his Principality and Caſtle of 0. 
range. 

He died of the Hamorrboids at Bruſſels, in the Year 
1618. leaving Count Mayrice the ſucceeding Heir, as 
well to his Title as to his Territories, 
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His GREAT CAPTAIN became a real Ex- 
ception to the Proverb, which tells us, That the 
Sons of Hero's are uſually Perſons of I1ttle worth. For 
tho' he were the Son of a moſt Excellent Father, that 
has left behind him an Immortal Honour, he nor only 
equal'd him in Prudence and Jargeneſs of Soul, but ſur- 
paſſed him in Military Knowledge, and Fortunate At- 
chievements. If the Father for twenty years together 
were the chief Diſcourſe of Europe 3 the Son for above 
thirty years together, made a greater Noiſe in the 
World, than all the Crowned Heads of Exrope together, 
For from the year 1584, that he began to aQt, till the 
year 1625, that he died, all men ſpoke with Wonder 
and Aſtoniſhment of Prince Maurice, as one that was 
without Controul, allowed to be one of the greateſt 
Captains ever known in Hiſtory. While he was yer 
bur very young, that the Werld might know the eager 
defire which he had to trace the Glorious Foot-ſteps of 
his Father, he aſſumed for his Device, the Trunk of a 
Tree fawed off two foot aboye the Root; from 
whence ſprung up a fingle Scion, lively and flouriſhing, 
and as it were haſtcning to grow up into another Tree, 
with this Motto, Tandew fit ſurculus Arbor. 

And indeed Prince MAURICE was furniſhed 
with a large ſtock of Courage and Conſftancy at the age 
of Seventeen years, at what time he was called to the 
Government of Afﬀairs, upon the Death of his Father. 
For he was no way caſt down, to behold the Torrent 
of Alexander Farneſe's Proſperity, who carricd all wa 
ore 
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fore him, by the rapid Conqueſts of Bruges, Gaunt, Den- 
dermond, Deventer, Nimengben, Graves, and Antweyp it 
ſelf, after a Siege that was then lookr upon to be the 


Wonder of the Age, by ſtopping up the Mouth of the 
Schelat,and bridling in the Sea with a Damm, which all 


William Prince of Oran ge. 


thought to have been impoſſible. Nor was he any 
more daunted at the ſtrange Confufions and Diſorders 
which then overwhelmed the Commonwealth, through 
the haughty Condu of the Earl of Leiſter, whoſe in- 
ſupportable Pride, and inordinate Ambition, did the 
Low Countries more prejudice, than all the Sums of 
Money and Forces which he brought to their Succour, 
did them good, 

For four years together, the Republick laboured un- 
der dreadful Extremities, and no man could believe 
that ſo young a Prince could ever unravel ſuch a twi- 
ſted Spindle of Diſorder and Confuſion, or cure ſo ma- 
ny pernicious Palfies jn the State, begor by the Practi- 
ces of Spain, or the Treachery of the Earl of Leiceſier's 
Creatures. But as all worldly Aﬀeairs never obſerve the 
ſame ation, bur are always rowling in a perpetual 
Viciflitude, the ſame good Fortune that had favour'd 
for ſo long time the Duke of Parma's Enterprizes, of a 
ſudden turned to Prince Maurice's fide. For after the 
total deſtrution of that Invincible 4rmado, deſigned 
to devour all England and the Low Countrits at once, 
followed the entire loſs of the Duke of Parma's Repu- 
tation, while Prince Maurice forced him to riſe from 
the Siege of Berghen up 0m, to his Eternal Igno- 
miny. 

After which good Fortune, for the ſpace of twenty 
years, until rhe Truce, the Prince was fill attended 
with Vicory , recovering within that time, no leſs 
than ejght and thirty or forty Cities, and many more 
Fortreſſes, and defeating the Spaniards in open Field 
in three remarkable pirch'd Bartels 3 not ro menticn 
his Victories at Sea, gained by his Vice-Admirals and 
Licutenants upon the Coaſts of Flanders and Spain. 

But nothing won him more Reputation, than the Sur- 
price of Breda, by means of a Boat laden with a 
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without any Effuſion of Bloud ; there being but one 


fingle Souldier loſt in an Action of that Importance and | 
Hazard. For the Garriſon being compos'd of Ttaizans, | 


and eager for Fuel in that cold Climate, readily aflj- 
ſted the Boat-man to draw his Bark of Tyrfs, under 
which lay the Prince's Armed Souldters, over the Ice 
within the circuit of the Caſtle ; as formerly rhe Trojans 
drew in the Wooden Horſe within the Walls of their 
Ciry. Which was the reaſon that the Wits of that 
_ compared the Surprize of Breda to the taking of 
YOY. 

Nor did another Stratagem of the Prince, at the ſame 
time, a little conduce to facilitate the Boat-man's En- 
terprize. For while the Armed Bark was failing for 
Breda, the Prince made as 1f he had a defign upon Ger- 
tradenburgh, which cauſed Lanyave:chia, who was Go- 
yernour of both Towns, to fly to the place which was 
threatned, by which means the Caſtle of Bred 2 was left 
without a Governour, and the more eatily expoſed to 
the Surprize that enſued. 

The Surprize of Breda was attended by the taking of 
Hulſt in Flanders, But much more conſiderable was 
the Surrender of Gertrudenbargh after a long and pain- 
ful Siege, in view of the Spaniſh Army of thirty thouſand 
men, commanded by Count Mansfield, an old expe- 
rienced Captain, in the abſence of the Duke of Parma. 
For neither could that cunning General force the young 
Prince in his Entrenchments, nor draw him forth by 
any Artifice, tho' he preſented him Batte! every day. 
Inſomuch that Prince Manrice having ſent a Trumpe- 
ter to Count Mansfield, the General as'd him, How it 
was poſſible his Maſter, being a young and fiery Prince, 
could contain himſelf within his Trenches, when ſo 
fairly provoked ? To whom the Trumpeter reply'd, 
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That the Prince of Naſſau was indeed a young Prince,. * 


bur as old an experienced Captain as his Excellency. 
The year following he took the Great and Famous 
City of Groning, the Capitol of rhe Province. He alfo 
rook and rerook Rhineberg, and made himſelf Maſter of 
Meyrs and Greves, But that which extended his Re- 
| putation 
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43 
putation farther than all this, was the long atid famous 
Defence of Oftend ; where the Spaniards, after the loſs 
of threeſcore thouſand men, during a Siege of above 
rhree years, and the exhauſting their Treatures, by an 
Expence.of above a hundred Millions, made themfclves 


Maſters at length of no more than a heap of Rubbiſh, 
that look'd more like a Charch-yard than a City. 

However, the Prince was ſo fortunate and vigilant 
borh together, that to repay this loſs with uſe, the made 
himſelf Maſter in a few days of Sis tn alt fame Corſhh- 
try of Flander:, of much more Importance than Oftexd, 
that had coſt ſuch a waſt of Time, Money, and Men, 

Burt at the Bartel of Newport, where he utterly de- 
feared the Arch-Duke Albert, he made jt appear to all 
the World, that he knew how to vanquiſh Veteran Ar- 
mijes, more numerous than his own in open Field, as 
well as to defend, ſurprize, and take by force the ſtron- 
geſt Fortreiſes of Exrope. The Arch-Duke, and the 
Duke of 4umal? , were both wounded jn the Fight, 
Francis endoza Admiral of Arragon taken Priſoner, 
with a great number of Commanders, even to the Pages 
of the Arch-Duke, whom the Prince as nobly and gene- 
rouſly ſent back to their Maſter without Ranſom. All 
the Enemies Canon and Baggage, with above a hundred 
Corners and Enfigns, fell into the Victor's hands, after 
the ſlaughter of ſix thouſand of the Spaniards upon 
the place, Nor could the defeat of four Regiments of 
Foor, and four Troops of Horſe under the Command 
of Count Erneſtxs , before the Fight began, at all diſ- 
courage him from giving the Enemies Battel 3 but re- 
ſolved ro die or vanquiſh, he tent away all rl;e Ships that 
had tranſported his Men into Flanders, telling his Soul- 
diers withal, that being deprived of ail their hopes of 
ſafety By flight, they muſt either make their way over 
the Bellies of their Enemies, or drink ſalt Water, 

Not that this was the firſt time that he had appeared 
in open Field : For the Spanairds had before this, ex- 
pericnced his Valour, firſt when he forced the Duke of 
Parma to raiſe his Siege from before Knottenburgb, 


with tle. loſs of ſeven Troops of his beſt Horie, And - 
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the next place, when he defeated a Body of fix thouſand 
Foot, and fix hundred Horſe, commanded by the Baron 
of Balancon, where befides the General himſelf, were 
flain rwo thouſand of the Enemy, eight and thirty En- 
figns taken, - and a great number of Priſoners of Quality. 
To which we may add, that afrer the Truce was expir'd, 
and that the Marqueſs Spino/a was fate down before Ber- 
gopfem with all the Force of the Spaniſh Netberlands, he 
compelled him to raiſe his Siege, to the infinite joy of 


-rhe United Netherlands. 


| Prince Maurice was very ſtrong, and in labour tnde- 


fatigable. He appeared leſs than he was, by reaſon he 


was very fat and plump. His Cheeks were full and rud- 
dy, his Beard white, which he always wore large and 
ſquare. He neyer changed his Faſhon of little Set- 
Ruffs 3 and for his Habit, it was always the ſame both 


-for Stuff and Colour, which was like rhe colour of Musk, 


His Doublers were of SHk, trimm'd with a narrow Gold- 
Lace ; but the reſt of his Cloaths were of Woollen, on- 
ly that his Cloaks and Coats were lined vith Velvet. 
Round his Hat he frequently wore a Band of Diamonds ; 
nor did he ever go without a Girdle, to which was fa- 
ftened a Pendant, wherein hung his Sword, the Hilt of 
which was guilded. 

His chiefeſt Recreation was Cheſs: a Game wherein 
he much delighted, and which he frequently uſed, eſpe 
cially during the Truce, when he had a Ccilation from 
Warltke thoughts. 

He laught ar the French for going in their flaſht Dou- 
blets and half Shirts z eſpecially in fuch a cold Climate 
as Holland. Upon which, when a French-man rold him 
he had two Shirts on, and that there was nothing fo 
warm as two Shirts; the Prince replied, that three 
were warmer than two, and bjd him go and put on ang- 
ther, for fear he caught an Apgue. 

He was wont to compare the four Principal Nations 
of Europe, to four ſorts of Inſefts, For he ſaid the 
French were like Fleas, that were always skipping a- 
bour, and could never ſtand ſtill in a place. That the 
Spaniards were the Crab-lice, that never quitted their 
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Hold. That the Italians were like Bed-punies, that ne- 
yer ſtaid long in a place, but they left ſome ſtench of So- 
domy, Murder, or Treachery behind them. And that 
the Germans were like Lice, that ſuffered themſelves to 
be crackt upon a Table. He was a great lover of Ma- 
thematicians and Engineers, tho' there was not any per- 
ſon that could inſtru& the Prince 1n that Art, above 


- what he knew himſelf z having himſelf invented ſeveral 


uſeful Engines, of great uſe both 1n Steges of Towns, 
and for the paſſing of Rivers. 

He would not ſuffer his Horſemen to wear ſtrait Boots, 
which he affirmed to be the occaſion of the 11] ſucceſs 
of many great Enterprizes, there being frequent neceſ» 
fities for the Horſe ro mount in an inſtant 3 and there- 
fore he always wore Boots himſelf, that a man might al- 
moit leap into. 

He could by no means approve the 7talian Riders, 
that taught rheir Horſes to riſe and curver, which he a(- 
firmed to be pernicious, and to have been frequently the 
ruine of their Riders And therefore ordered his own 
25agy to teach his Horles only to turn to the Right and 

Eft. 

He had fo much eaſe in his Mind, that he had no ſoo- 
ner laid his Head upon his Pillow, but he was faſt aſleep, 
and ſlept fo ſoundiy, that 1t was a hard matter to wake 
him ; which was the reaſon that in time of War, he had 
always men that ſate up in the next Room, two at a 
time, and relieved every hour, who had orders to wake 
him, in caſe of Necetlity. 

He died in the Spring of the year 1525. at what 
time the Marquiſs Sins/a lay before Breda. And there- 
fore ſome impute his Death ro his vexation and trou- 
ble of Mind, that he could not relieve his own Town, 
that he had ſo happily ſurprized above four and thirty 
years before. He was rever married, and therefore letr 
his Title and large Poſk flions to his younger Brother, 
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HENERY FREDERIC 
Of NASSAU, 


Prince of OR ANGE, 


ENRY FREDERIC, Prince of Oravptr, 

born the 28th of Febryary 1584. was one of the 
_—_ Renowned Captains of his Time, and every way 
equa! in Fame and Military Atchievements, to his Ero- 
ther Maurice. 

Being ſettled in his Government, he took 0/4enſe! the 
Capital Ciry of Twente, and after chat Gro!!, in deſpite of 
Court "Henry ae Bergues, General of a numerous Army 
of Spaniards, who could neither relieve the Town, nor 
force the Prince to raiſe his Siege. 

Nor was his Vice-Admiral Hein leſs victorious ar Sea, 
where he took a Fleet of the Spaniards near the Iiland 
of Cyba, valued ar above twenty Millions. 

But that which made him yer more conſiderable, was 
his raking of Bozs le Duc, after a long and difficult 
Siege 3; which however ſhewed that he was able to ma- 
fter a place that had withſtood all the Efforts of his 
Brother Prince Maurice, who had ſeveral rimes tn vain 
| attacked it. And that which was more to be admired 
| is this, that while he'was bufily employed in that labo- 
rious Siege, Count Henry of Bergues, having paſſed the 
2]]:! with a numerous Army, ravaged all the Country of 
Utrecht, where he made himſelf Mafter of Amersfort, 
| and ſtruck ſuch a terror into Holland, that ſeveral ad- 
bl viſed him 'to quit Briſl:duc, and march to the reſcue of 
| the Heart of his waſted Country ; yer ſuch was his Re- 

ſolution to per fo conſiderable a Torn 1nro his hands, 
that he would nor ſtir till he had it. Nor did he chen 
* follow the Count of Bergues, but turning his rhoughrs 
upoa 
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upon the City of Weſſe!, where lay the Magazine and all 
the great Artillery of the Spanih Army, by the happy 
ſurprize of that place, conftrained the Count to repals 
the Weſſe! In far greater haſte, than he croſt ir beſore. 
And by that means, having obtained a double Conqueſt, 
won the Repuration not only of a brave, but a fortu- 
nate Captain, An Addition ſo defirable in a General, 
that Sy!/z the Dictator preferred the Sirname of Fortu- 
nate, before that of Great. 

Not long after Count Fohn of Naſſau, his Kinſman, 
upon ſome diſtaſt revolting to the Spaniard, was de- 
feated 1n open Field near the Rhine, by Cott. 1ſelſteine 
with half his number, and carried Priſoner to We(ſel, 
from whence he redeemed himſelf upon the Payment 
of Aghteen thouſand Rixaollers, 

In revenge of which diſgrace, having rigged out to 
Sea a powerful Fleet, in hopes to ſurprize Willemſtadt 
in Prince-Land, he was utterly defeated by the Hollan- 
ders, with the loſs of four thouſand men taken Priſon- 
ers, and rhe reſt of his men either ſlain, or more milſe- 
rably drowned ; himſelf hardly eſcaping wich the Prince 
of Brabancon. 

And then it was that the Scates General, to gratifie 
the Prince of Orange, and to teſtifie their acknowledge- 
ment of the great Services which he had done chem, con- 
ferred the Survivancy of all his Dignities and Employ- 
ments upon his Son Prince Widiam, for which Con- 
ceſſion, the pub!lick Inſtruments, being ready drawn 
up, _ preſented to the young Prince 1n a Box of 
Gold, 

Nor was Prince H*nvy Frederich ungratefu! for their 
kindneſs ; for after he had taken Ruremond, Veulo, and 
Strall, he undertook the Stege of Maſtricht 3 to which 
purpoſe he ſo well proportioned his Provifion and Am- 
munirion, which he provided for the Siege, that he had 
juſt ſufficient to ſerve him, tiil he had taken the Town. 
Where he ſurrounded his Trenches with ſo ftrong a 
Circumvallation, that neither the Spaniſh Army, nor 
that of the Germans under Count Papp-nbeim, a famous 
Captain, could force him to raiſe lus Siege z bur were 
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compelled to retrear with diſhonour, afrer maty At- 
tempts in vain, and ſeveral confiderable loſſes. 

Many other Atchievements of leſſer importance I 
might recite, as his taking of Rhincberg, a little Fort, 
for its firuation ſo much conteſted for on both ſides, 
that Spinola called jt the Harlot of War ; and his re- 
venge upon Cardinal Richlieu for endeavouring to de- 
prive him of his Principality of Oravge, while he lefr 
the French deſervedly in the lurch, after their Victory at 
Aveine, to be vanquiſhed by want of Proviſions and 
Hunger ; and his retaking the Fort of Shinh, the Rey 
of Guelderland and Utrecht, afrer it had been ſurprized 
by the Spaniard, Bur that which was more confidera- 
ble than all theſe, was his regaining, after a Sjege of nor 
above four months, the City and Caſtle of Bredz, wich 
Marquiſs Spino!a had heleaguered at vaſt Expences, a 
whole year together, before he could maſterir; as If 
the Enemy did but only take upon them ſi1ll a laborious 
and tedious Toil, to advance his Fame with ſo much the 
more ſpeed and glory. 

No leſs viRorious at Sea was his Vice-Admiral Erpry 
Tr:mp, who ſetting upon a numerous Fleet of the $p2- 
niaras, conſiſting of fixty ſeven Men of War, re-en- 


# forced with ſeveral Veſſels from Dunhirh , formidable 


in tho times, drave them firſt to rake fhelrer in the 
Downs; and after that, being re-enforced with ſeveral 
Men of War, and Fire-Ships, from Follara, Z*land, 
and Frieſland, attacked them a ſecond time with fo 


much Reſolution, that after a ſmart Engagemcnt, he de- 


firoyed the greateſt part, to the number of forty Men 
of War fired and ſunk; whereſm were loſt above ſe- 
ven thouſand Men, and two thouſand Priſoners carried 
into Holand : among the reſt of which was the Great 
Gallion of Portugal, called Mater Tereſa, that carried 
Eight hundred Men, of whom nor one eſcaped. 

In the year 1641. Prince Henry Frederic of Orange, 
married his only Son Prince William to the Princeſs 
Mary of England, Eldeſt Daughter to Charles the 
Firſt, King of Gyeat Britain, and of Madam Henyi- 
etta of France, And, rot long after, as an Addition 
to 
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ro his Glory, he won the ſtrong Hold of Hf in Flan« 
aers, which he wreſted from the Spaniards, unable ej- 
ther to relieve the Place, or force the Prince to raiſe 
his Siege; 

Thus IWit;am Prince of Orange laid the Foundations 
of the Republick of the United Provinces. Ris El- 
deſt Son Maurice, fixed and eſtabliſhed thoſe Founda- 
tions by his Victories; and Hezry Frederic, the youn- 
ger Brother, by the continuation of his Conqueſts, and 
enlarging their Territories, at length forced the Spa- 
7iards ro renounce the pretended Clajm to their Ter- 
ritories thus Enfranchized by his Sword. So that the 
I!luſtrious Father, and his two Renowned Sons, may 
be juſtly and deſervedly be fatd ro be the Founders of 
a Potent Republick , that ſends her Embailadours up- 
on equal Terms, to the moſt Puiſfant Rings of Chri- 
ſtendom, even ro the King of Spain himſelf, whoſe 
Subjects rhey were, not not above a hundred years bc- 
fore. 

Prince Henry Frederic, Prince of Orange, as to his 
Perſon, was tall of Srature, his Preſence comely, and 
very ftrong of his Limbs 3 to which he had joyned a 
quick and piercing Wir, and a ſecure Judgment. 

By the Advice of Prince Maurice, when he drew to- 
ward his end, he married Madamoiſelle Emilia de Solms, 
the Daughter of 7ohn Albert, Count of Solms, who came 
with rhe Queen of Byhemia into Holland, A Lady of 
ſurpaſſing Beauty and graceful Behaviour and accompa- 
nied wich no leſs Modeſty and Prudence. 

By her he had one Son and four Daughters , of 
which the Eldefſt, named Loyiſa, was married ro Fre- 
aeric William Elettor of Brandinburgh, by whom he had 
ſeveral Children. 

The ſecond, Henrietta Emilia, was married to the 
Count of Naſſaz. 

e third, Henrietta Katherina, eſpouſed Fobn George, 
Prince of Anhalt. 
The fourth was married to the Duke of Sime- 
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He died the twelfth of 2rarch, 1647. leaving bchind 
him his Son 


FTC CLI£iM 
Of NASSAU, 


Prince of OR ANGE, 


W TL LIAM of Naſſau, Prince of Orange , was 

born in the year 1626. A Prince of early ho 
and ſurpaſſing Courage , but ſnatcht away by ſudden 
Death, m the ſour and twentieth year of his Age, after 
he had been nine years married to the Princeſs Mary, 
Daughter to Charles the Firſt, King of Great Britain, 
by whom he had Prince WILLIAM HENRY, 
who was born the fourteenth of November, 1650. ſome 
few days after the death of his Father, and had 
for his God-Fathers the Lords States: General of Hol- 
land, and Zeland, and of the Cities of Delf, Leyden, and 
Amſterdam. 
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WILLIAM HENRY 
Of NASSAU, 


Prince of ORANGE. 


PRINCE in all Noble and Vertuous Qualities, 

Equal to the reſt of his Anceſtors 3 Born, as they 
to be the Founders and Eftabliſhers, ſo he to be the 
RESTORER of the afflifted and half-ruined Ba- 
tavian REPUBLICK; who in his tender Infan- 
cy diſplayed a reſervedne(ſs and moderation far above 
his Age. And his Prudence increaſing with his years, 
all the experienced Judges of worth and merit, that ob- 
ſerved his Actions, affirmed, that never any Prince was 
more admired, for thoſe early appearances of a ſur- 
paſſing bravery, that fixed their hopes and expeRationa, 
in his Yourh He. ſuFerel with a forbearance beyond _ 
parallel, the Aﬀronts and Injuries offered him by Bar- 
nevel's Party , revived 1n the perſons of the Dewits; 
expecting with a patience ( beyond that of his Grear 
Grandfather Prince #i/liam) a proper ſeaſon, and fa- 
vourable opporcuniry for his Reſtoration to all the h1gh 
Dignitics and Employments enjoyed of right by his Fa- 
mily 3 of which he had been deprived by the publick 
Decree of z prevailing Fatton, preſently afrer the death 
of his Father. 

Nor will it be denied, but that France was in ſome 
meſure contributary to his Exaltation, tho? not tnten- 
dedly, nor in favour to. the Prince 3 only his deſtiny 
permitted that vain-glorious Monarch to over-run and 
half demoliſh a Flouriſhing Republick, that his High- 


nes might thereby haye an opportunity to diſplay to 
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the World the Wonders of his Prudence and Magnani- 
mity, in reſtoring it to its former Luſter ; withal, ro 
lt the Ingrareful ſee, that only the Progeny of the 
Founders could repair the Ruitnes of what they had 
rear'd. 

For it was a thing hardly to he 1magined, with what 
a r2:id inundation of War the King of France over- 
run the United Provinces of the Low Countries, forcing 
the greateſt part of the Frontier Towns, and ſeveral of 
the capital Citics. Among the reſt, Utrecht and Zut- 
7/1: ſurrendered upon the very fight of the Enemy ; 
for tho* provided with -numerous Garr1ſons, yet being 
no other than the Trained-Bands of the City, under 
Commanders of little or no experience, they were ſoon 
frighrted by a veteran and daring Enemy ; fo that the 
King of France found himſelf, as it were overwhelmed 
with happy ſucceſs, beyond his hopes, and almoſt beyond 
11s withes. 

Theſe Misfcrtunes, long before preſaged by the more 
prudent fort, having reduced the United Provinces 1nto 
a dreadful conſternation, gave the People an opportu- 
nity to complain of the unhappy Conduct of the Dewitrs, 
who had then the ſole power of the Government in 


*their hands; and furniſhed rhe Favourcrs of the Houſe 


of NASSAU withareal pretence, to diſcover their 
thoughts, as it were by way of Admonition to the Peo- 
ple, that in all probability the Princes of Orange were 
rhe only perſons capable ro ſupport their tottering E- 
ſtare, and defend them againſt their Potent Enemies : 
and that as formerly they had reſcued them from the 
Tyranny of Sin, ſo now, that they alone muſt be the 
Perſons to prore them from the farther Fury and Im- 
petuofity of France. . 

At the ſame time his Highneſs's Grand-mother, a La- 
dy of a Maſculine courage, who ſuffered with 1mpati- 
ence the eclipſe of the Houſe of Orange, which ſhe had 
beheld 1n irs brighteſt ſplendour, was not a little 1ndu- 
ftrious ro awaken the Dependants and Favourers of the 
N-/1:14n Grandeur, who were very numerous. Nor 
ccu'd it be thou ht a crime for her to ſce the Advance- 
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ment of her Grand-child, by the Preſervation of his 

Country, when ({o many ſtrive to raiſe themſelves, and 

pamper their Ambirion by the ruine of their Native . 
Soyl. They, therefore, thus rouſed up, and diſdatning 

to ſee themſclves contemned and lighted, their Repura- 

tion loſt, and all the Employments of the Common- 

wealth beftowed upon the Sons of Burgomaſters. and (e- 

conded by the fury of the People, who dread(ully terri- 

fied by ſo many Misfortunes, and to ſce a victorious Ar- 

my rommaging the very Bowels of their Country, had 

ſacrificed the two Dewitts, to the juſt reſentment of the 

publick Calamities, of which rhey deemed them the 
Authors, as being Enemies to the young Prince 3 reſto- 

red the Belgic Ancile to the Capitol, and returned him 

to the Poſſeſſion of all the Dignities of his Anceſtours. 

In this, thoſe happy Husbandmen, of which Virgil ſpeaks, 

that knew where their good and ſafety confifted : The 

fear of ſome few to be ſubje&ed ro their own ſafety, was 

before the occaſion, and the ruine of ſo many. From 

thence ſprang up two fatal FaRtions, which, to ſtrengrh- 
en their particular Intereſts, enfeebled the nerves and fi- 

news of the general Security. 

To which purpoſe they committed the greateſt blun- 
der in Politicks imaginable : For aſter the Peace of 
Munſter, believing then they had nothing more to fear, 
nor that any thing could make head againſt their Uſur- 
pation, bur only the power of the Houſe of Naſſau, ſo 
potently allied with France, bur more eſpecially with 
England ; they dishanded all their Veteran Forces, and 
experienced Captains, rhar had won ſo much Honour to 
their Country, whom they lookt upon as wholly devo- 
ted to the Prince of Orange; and gave the chief Em- 
ploymenrs in their Armies and Garriſons, to the Sons of 
Burgomaſters, and Deputies of Cities 3 raw Souldiers, 
firrer to be Tavght than ro Command : Which was the 
reaſon, that when they were Invaded by a cunning and 
vigorous Enemy, whole Towns, wherein there were fo 
fs than five thouſand Foot, and eight hundred Horſe in 
Garriſon, ſurrendered themſelves Priſoners, without ſtri- 
king a ſtroke, upon the very fight of the Enemy. _ 
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Thus FaRion and Intereſt, the bane of all Kingdoms 
and States, having reduced the depopulated Republic c- 
ven to Deſpair, they were conſtrained at length, to have 
recourſe to their laſt 4jlum, the- Prince of Orange 3; and 
to place the ſmall remainder of their Hopes upon a Per- 
ſon whom they had before ſo ungratefully rejected : 
Doubly puniſh'd for their Ingratitude, by the deluge of 
the publick Diſaſters, and the ſhame to ſce themſelves 
conſtrained to implore the Aid of him, whom their 1m 
politick Pride had fo highly diſobliged. $35. 

Nor did he fail their expeQations, as by the event of 
the War appeared 3 wherein, a General at two and 
rwenty years of Age, as his Grandfather had been be- 
fore him, in the time of Charles the Friſt, he gave to all 
the World thoſe ſignal proofs of his Coadutt and Cour- 
age, that ſoon entiled him to all the four moſt noble Ac- 
compliſhments, that conſammate a Supreme Comman- 
der z Military Knowledge, Undaunted Reſolution, Aw- 
ful Authoriry, and Profperous Succeſs : Infomuch, that 
like the youthful Auguſtus, no ſooner in the Field, bur 
= for Action 3 he nor only ſtopt the Career of an 1n- 
fulring Enemy, but changed the Fortune of the War, 
and forced the ſelling Pride of elder Experience, to 
ſubmit to his ſuperiour Prowels. 

Therefore ic was, that in the beginning of the Year 
1672, Monficor de Beverning, Fobn Dewi!, and Gaſpar 
Fagel were deputed in the Name of the States, to 1nveſt 
his Highneſs in the ancient Dignities formerly belonging 
to his Anceſtors, of Captain and Admiral-General of the 
United Provinces. Which, when he had accepted, he 
took his Oath in. the Aſſembly of the States, according 
to the uſual Ceremonies, to the infiaite joy of the Peo- 
ple. And then he betook himſelf ro the Army, which 
at that time lay not far from Nieubop : Where all that his 
Highneſs could do, againft the whole Power of France, 
Commanded by the King himſelf, was to keep his Poſt ; 
which he did fo effetuaily, that the Enemy, for all thetr 
Numers, could gain no advantage on that fide z but on 
the other hand, whzn they thought to have forced the 
ſame Poſt of Njeabop, they were conſtrained to _ 
Wit 
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_ loſs, and leave their Spades and Shovels behind 
em, 

Bur in the Province of Holland, the People under- 
ſtanding the Frontier Towns and Garrifons drop fo faſt 
Into the hands of the victorious Enemy, began to pub- 
liſh their Diſcontents, and miſtruſt of the Magiſtracy ; 
and firſt of all at Dort, brake forth into open Mutiny ; 
ſending, in the height of their Fury, to the Majeſtracy 
one of their Captains, to know, whether they were re- 
folved to Defend the City or no: To which, when they 
anſwered, Thty were; the People demanded to fee the 
Magazines ; but then the Keys were not to be found, 
This put the Mulritude into a great Rage 3 ſo that now, 
apprehenſive of Treachery in the Magiſracy, they cried 
our to have the Prince of Orang? made STATHOLDER 5 
threatning withal, the Maſſacre of the Magiſtrates, 1f 
they did not come to a ſpeedy Reſolurion. Upon this, 
Commiſſioners were ſent to his Highnebs, beſceching him 
to haſten to their City, to appeaſe the Commorions of 
the People. To whom, alchough his Highne by many 
reaſons made it appear how dangerous it would be for 
him to leave the Army; yet ſuch were their fears, if 
they returned without him, that he condeſcended to 
their importunity. Being brought into the Town-hall, 
which was richly hung, and ſeated in a Chair of State, 
they deſired to know his Highneſs's pleaſure : To which 
his Highnefs replied, That it was for them to make their 
Propoſals, who had brought him thither. Upon thar, 
they beſought him, for the ſatisfa&tton of the People, to 
viſit the Forrifications and Magazines of their City, ta- 
king no notice of the Statholderthip: which his Highneſs 
moſt readily conſented to do z and to ther purpoſe, 1m« 
med1ately took a turn about the Ciry. Bur upon his re- 
turn, the People ſuſpeRing that the Magiſtrares had de- 
luded both them and the Prince, came abour his Coach, 
& boldly demanded, yet with great reſpe#t to his Perſon, 
Whether the Magiſtrates had made him Statholder or 
no? To which, when his Highneſs modeſtly returned 
for anſwer, That he was well contented with the Honour 


which had been already done him 3 They all MEN > 
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declared, They would not lay down their Arms, until 
they ſaw that Truſt confirmed upon him. So, thart ar 
length, the Magiſtrates, being terrified by the Menaces of 
the People, were conſtrained to lead the way for others 
to accompliſh what had only been by halves as yet per- 
formed. So hard a thing it 1s, for men to be jnduced to 
quir the miſchievous overweenings of Rancour and Diſ- 
affeRtion : and to ſure a mark 1t 15, of the cyil Govern- 
ment of a State or Kingdom, when the People muſt be 
forced to teach the Magiſtrates what js moſt for the Pub- 
lick good, w 

Thereupon an Inſtrument was ordered to be drawn, 
for aboliſhing the Perpetual! Edift. Which the Prince 
refuſing to take notice of, unleſs he might be diſcharged 
from the Oath which he took, when he accepted of the 
fingle Charge of Caprain-General ; that was alſo decreed 
10 his behalf: and an AR 1mmediately drawn up, and 
read in the publick Hall by the Secretary, wherein the 
Magittrates declared his Highneſs, the Prince of Orange, 
Statholder, Captain and Aadmiral-General of all their Foy- 
cts, as well by Sea as Land ;, and conſerred u»0n him the 
ſame Power, Dignity, and Antbority which his Anciſtogrs 
of Glorious Memory had formerly enpoyed. 

_ Which done, the whole Ciry was filled with an una- 
nimous and univerſal Joy ; and the Orange Colours were 
immediately ſer up upon all rhe Towers and Bulwarks of 
the Garriſon. | 

Only Cornelius Dewit, an ancient Burgomaſter of th 
Town, returning at the ſame time, 1indiſpoſey, from rhe 
Fleet, and being defired to fign the ſaid Act, made an- 
ſwer, He would never do it; nor could all the Perſwa- 
fions uſed, nor the Threats of the Multitude, ready to 
break intro his Houſe, nor the Tears of his Wife, that 
was ſenſible of his danger, prevail upon his Obſtinacy, 
t1il ſhe threarned to ſhew herſelf co the People, and pro- 
teſting her own and her Childrens innocence, to aban- 
don him to the fury of the Multitude. 

Nor was it only Dort, but almoſt all the Cities of H/- 
tand and Zeland, where the Burghers, obſerving the dat- 
ly ul ſucceſs of their Magiſtrates, followed their firſt _ 
ample. 
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ample. So that upon a report of the Deputies of the 
Cities, the States General of Holland and Wefi-Frieſland, 
with whom thoſe of Zeland likewiſe concurred, not on- 
ly confirmed what had been done by thoſe of Dort, 
but in the Grand Aſſembly of the Srates, preſented his 
Highneſs with the publick Inſtruments, which both diſ- 
charged him from his firſt Oath of Captain-General, and 
inveſted him in the Statholderſhip at the. ſame time, 
with all the Rights, Juriſdictions, and Priviledges as his 
Anceſtours had enjoyed it: Accordingly, the ſame day 
his Highneſs took his Seat in the Hall of Audience, with 
all the vſual Ceremonies, that the Dignity of Statholder, 
and Captain and Admiral-General of the Vnited Provin- 
ces required ; and then returned to the Army at Bo- 
digraut. 

And now, as if the Rcftauration of his Highneſs had 
already revived the courage of the People, we find a nu- 
merous Party cf above five thouſand of the French twice 
repulſed from the Walls of Azrdenbarg, and beſides their 
ſain, conſtrained to leave five hundred of their Men Pri- 
ſoners behind them 3 among whom were ſeveral Com- 
manders, and Perſons of Quality, through the extraordi- 
nary valour of no more than two hundred Burgliers, and 
a hundred Garriſon Souldiers : only that they were aſ- 
fifted by the Women and Children, while the Women 
filled the Bandeleers, and the Children brought Bullets 
to their Parents. 

Nor did the Citizens of Gron4ng, with leſs Valour, and 
good Fortune defend their Walls againſt the Biſhop of 
Munſter ; who, after he had lain hefore jt with an Army 
of berween twenty and thirty thouſand Men, was forced 
to raiſe his Siege, with the loſs of almoſt half his Men, 
and a prodigious expence of Warlike Ammunition, and 
Inſtrumenrs of Deſtruction, beſtowed in vain upon the 
place : Inſomuch, that the Governour of the City de- 
clared, That he had been 1n ſeveral Towns beleaguered, 
but never had becn Witneſs of ſo much Reſolution as the 
Inhabirants of Groning had made appear in ſuch a ſmart 
and viok nt Siege. To which they were nor a little en- 
couraged, by the care which his Highneſs took, to _ 
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them with all things neceſſary for their Defence. 

During this extraordinary zeal of popular Kindneſs to 
the Prince of Orange, there fell oat an accident that pro- 
ved an occaſion to fix him more deeply into the Peoples 
Aﬀe&Rion, and procured the Deſtruttion of two of his 
greateſt Enemies. | 

For a certain Surgeon having charged Corn?!;25 De» 
witt, Bayliff of Putten, and John Dewitt, his Brother, 
with a private Propoſal made by him the faid Cornelis, 
to take away the Life of the Prince: upon dil{covery 
made by the Surgeon, the Bayliff was apprehended, and 
commitrred to Priſon : And though he ſtrove by flat De- 
nials, and Recriminations of the Informer, to juſtifie his 
Innocency, vert, being confronted by the Surgeon, who 
perſiſted in the truth of his Impeachment, confirmed 
by the promiſe of 32-0000 Franks for his Reward, fix 
Ducatoons paid him in hand, and ſeveral other circum- 
ſtances that are uſual in ſuch kind of unnatural Treaties, 
the Court of Ho//2nd upon mature Conitderation of the 
Report made by the Advocate-General, condemned Co: 
nelts to the Forfeiture of all his Dignities and Employ- 


ments, and perpetual Banithment our of the Territories. 


of Hollaxd and Weii-Fri:fland. 

Burt the People, who tfaw that the States had gone ſo 
far,b-lieving that a Criminal (o ſeverely pumiſh'd by them, 
deſerved much more, had his Judges been leis partial, 
began to ſtomach the S:nrence as roo eafte ; and with 
that, away they hurried with their Arms 1n their hands 
ro the Jayl. Where, while thzy were alt cluſtered to- 
gether, in the hejghr of their fury, 1t happened, thar 
Minheer Fon Dewirt came 1n his Coach to fetch his 
Brother cur of Priſon : Upon which, one of the Burge(- 
ſes ler fall theſe words among the People, Now the two 
Traytors ave got togtther, and it is our fault if they eſca»? 
#5. Tits had been enough tohave fired the Mulrirude, 
had nor a greater provocation followed : For while they 
were expecting the coining down of the rw2 Brothers, an 
unjucky Rumour was ſpread, that atloye a thowſand Pea- 
fants and Fiſher-men were upon their marglye® Plunder 
the Hague, Upon that, another of the es, Come, 
Gentle 
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Gentlemen, cried he, let us pull theſe Traytors out by the 
Fars——a0 but fokow me, and I'll lead the way. Theſe 
words compleated their Rage, yet more enflamed by 
their Aﬀe&ion to their Statholder, and thetr Country, 
againft the rwo conceived grand Enemies of both : fo 
thar immediately they broke open the Priſon Doors, for- 
ced down the to Brothers into the Street, where they 
were ſoon diſpatched by the Mulritude ; who, after they 
had laid the Penſionary ſprazvling upon the ground, cry- 
ed out, See there the Traytour that bas betrayed his Coun- 
try. Thusfell Cornelizs and Fohn Dewitt, two bitter E- 
nemies of the Hovſe of Orange. More particularly it is 
reported of Fohn Dewitt, that thoſe Politick ProduQi- 
ons, that 1s to ſay, the Seclufion of his Highneſs from all 
his great Employments, the Perpetual Edif, and the 
Qualifications of the Offce of Sratholder, were the un- 
lucky Inventions of that Yenfſioner's brain. Upon which 
it was the ſaying of a certain Embaſſadour to him, in 
private Diſcourſe, 4:85} Illultrious Sir, T have before now 
beard many things of your ſingular Prudence and indefati- 
gable Diligence, but far leſi than what I now obſerve; from 
whence I dare aſſuredly pronounce, That either you will be 
the Rane of the Prince; or elſe, that one day, for bis ſabe, 
you wil come to Deſtruftion. And 1t is farther ſaid, thar 
a certain Advocate, being defired by his Father, when 
he was yer but a Lad of cjghteen years of Age, to take 
him inro Examination, gave this Teſtimonial of him , 
That be ſound in bim thoſe great Parts, and that vipeneſs of 
Wit, rarely ts he ſound in others, that had ſtudied bis Per- 
feftions during the whole courſe of 2 long Life. And af- 
reriward the ſame Advocate, beholding him ſo ſuddenly 
advanced to be Penſtonary of D)ort and Holland, Prophe- 
fied this of him: That he would never dy? a natural 
Dezth. 

Afrer his death, Minheer Fage! was choſen to ſucceed 
him, and the Elc&ion approved by his Highneſs the 
Prince of Orange. In whoie Favour, his Highneſs the E- 
letour cf Brandeniurgh wrote a Letter to the Stares 
wherein he gave them to underſtand , That having vt- 
etived the News of bjs Kinſman the Prince of Orange's be- 
ing 
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ng reſtored to the Dignities of his Anceſtours, he made no 
doubt but that (uch whalſome Determinations would be pro- 
ſpered in the conclufion from Heaven, for the Common Good ; 
More eſpecially, well bnowing bus Highneſs to be a Perſon 
that inherited all the Vertues of bs Glorious Predtctſſours. 
Proteſting withal, That bt ſound himſelf obliged, by bis Ex- 
altation, to contributt his utmoſt toward the Recovery and 
Preſervation of what his Anceſtours bad acquired with [6 
much Bloud and Reputation. 

Much about the ſame time it was, that his Highneſs 
reſolving to diſlodge the Our-Guards of the French, with 
a Party of Horſe and Foot, gave a ſtrong Alarm to the E- 
nemy, and, without moving from his Saddle ail that 
night, drave the Frexch to there Trencies before Vtrech?, 
already nor a little terrified with the loſs of their Men 
before Croxenbargh ; and brought away ſeveral French 
Lords that were Hunting art the ſame time in the Woods 
of Amerong ; who were ſent avay Priſoners to Amſtey- 
d1», with ſo much Civility, that there was not the leaſt 
offer made to Plunder them of their Rings and Jewels 
that glitrered upon their fngers. 

Much about the ſame rime alſo, ſeveral Alcerations 
were made of the Magiſtrates of many Cries, to the 
great farisfa&ion of the Inhabicancs, who ſaw themſelves 
now in a fair way to be reſtored ro their former Tran- 
quility : and ſeveral Commanders received the due pun- 
iſhment of their Cowardize and Treachery ; his High- 
ne£ no longer enduring that Corruption of Military Diſ- 
cipline, which had proved fo fatal to his Country. Theſe 
were but ſmall beginnings, bur ſuch as every day more 
than other encreated the AﬀeRton of the People to- 
ward his Highneſs, to that degree, that a Rumour being 
ſpread about the Hagie, that certain Perſons, 1n diſguiſe, 
had made an Atteinpt upon his yerſon, as he was going, 
about eight of the Clock at night, roward the latter end 
of Oftober, to viſit the Princeſs Dowager, all the People, 
young and old, great and ſmall, berook themſelves to 
their Arms, and followed the young Rhine-Grave, who 
preſently mounted upon the Alarm, to his Reſcue. Bur, 
underſtanding the falſhood of the Report, and __ b s 
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Highneſs was ſafely arrived at Hountſlatrdybe, they re- 
turned home with no leſs Joy, than they had hurried 
forth with Zeal and Fury. However, it occaſioned a 
Reſolution, Thar his Highneſs, from thence - forward, 
ſhould always have a Guard to attend his Perſon. 

Bur nothing more perplexed che Prince, than thar 
the Year thould be fo far ſpent without any confiderable 
Aion on his part; and therefore he reſolves ro At- 
racque IWotrden: To which purpoſe he ſends Colonel 
Suyleteyne, and the Count de Horn before; the firſt ro 
take up his Quarters between Utrecht and Worrden, and 
the later to Entrench himſelf on Pel{2nen and the. Szw- 
mill fide. His Bighneſs himſelf fate down with four Re- 
o!ments on that fide next to Bogdrgrave. Preſently 
Luxemburg haſtened to the relief of the Bcſieged, and 
with between eight and nine thouſand Men, falls upon 
Suyleſtezne's Quarter ; but was bearen off with loſs, and 
forced to retreat. Thereupon the Town was furiouſly 
battered, and brought to Parley: but then the Duke of 
Luxemburg, being re-inforced with freſh Supplies, and 
conducted by the treacherous Peaſants, rhrough the Wae- 
rer, and a long Lane that was thought 1mpailable, fell a 
ſecond time, and that uncxpettedly, upon the ſame 
Quarter of Szy!e/t:yne, from whence he had been beaten 
the night before; and, after a bloody and obſtinate 
Fight, wherein Say/eſteyne, refuſing Quarter, was Slain, 
at length made a ſhift ro put three thouſand ben 1nto the 
Garriton, Nevertheleſs he was again repulſed, upon 
tie coming in of Count de Horn, to the relief ot the 
reſt, and forced to leave the Priſoners, which he had ta- 
ken, behind him. 

Of the French were latn two thouſand common S.ut- 
dicrs, and fifry four Oficers died of thcir Wounds, 18 
tive days afrer the Fighr, beſides feverai others thae 
were forced to have their T.egs and Arms cut off, 
Which made the French at Utrec:,: report, That the 
che Hollanders litor like Devils : Infomuch, that fuch 


vas afrerwards their dread of their Worrden Enrertaiu- 


ment, that the Officers of Utrecht, would uſually ara:y 
Lors, when they were 0 be ent forth upon any Parties 
where the Prince was engaged, K of: 
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Of the Dutch were ſlain between fix and (ſeven hun- 
dred, beſides the Siexr de Suyleſttyn, and a Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

Thereupoa his Highneſs finding the Garriſon relieved 
with ſuch a numerous ſupply, drew off his Men, and re- 
treated ro his Quarters, tho' not with the Honour of a 
compleat ViRory, yet that he raiſed his Siege, without 
molettarticn, wich the ruine of almoſt five Regiments of 
the French Infantvy, of which the greateſt part of the Of- 
fscirs were either killed or deſperately wounded, and the 
double repulſe of an Old Experienced General afliſted by 

reachery and (urprize. 

After the Artacque of Torrden, his Highneſs held a 
Council of War, of the Principal Officers of the Army, 
and then ordering the Cavalry, which had lay'n all the 
Summer at Helden, to hinder the landing of the Englih, 
to be tranſported through Rotterdam into Brabant, 
marched himſelf for Roſendael, the Place appointed for 
the general Rendezvous. By the way, a certain Colonel, 
out of curiotiry, would needs be fo inquifitive as to ask 
his Highneſs, what was the great Deſign he had at that 
tine againſt the French ? To whom his Highneſs purting 
another Q-eſtion, by way. of reply, demanded of the 
Coloxel, Whether he would diſcover his Deſigns to any 
Perſon in the World, that ſhould be ſo imperrigently in- 
gquifirive as ro ask him? Upon which, the Colonel an- 
ſwering in the Negative; Then, ſaid the Prince, my 
T.ngut is alſo tnaued from Heaven with the ſame Grace. 
An Anſwer becoming the Wiſdom of a Prince, and the 
Reſervedneſs of a Great Commander : Like that of the 
Famous Conſul Cecilius Metelius, to a young Friend, 
upon the ſame occaſion. Having muſtered his Army at 
Roſergatl, ro the number of Four and twenty thouſand 
Horſe and Foot, he marched direQly toward the Coun- 
try of Liege. Upon his approach, the Count de Duras, 
who lay at Maſeyte, retreated with his Army to Waſſem- 
berg, and fo higher up the River Roer. And indeed it 
appeared, that the chief Deſign of his Highneſs's March 
was to remove the Frence, under the command of Duras, 
trom their Quarters about the Mevſe, and to have you 
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him Battel, could he have met with a favourable oppor. 
runity. To which purpoſe, having paſſed his Army o- 
ver 4 Bridge of Boats near Navagne, and joyned the Spa- 
nib Auxiharies, he marched direGly for Tongeren, which 
he inveſted on every fide with his own and the Sp,rib 
Cavalry. Burt underſtanding that the Count of Duyzs 
was decamped from the place where he lay, the Prince 
marched back toward Mazeſtricht , and repaſling the 
Muſe between Sittart and Maſtike, and lodging his Ar- 
my near Ainsbergb, waited there two days for an oppor- 
twaity to engage the Count ; but the (weliing of the Ri- 
ver not favouring his Deſign, he retreated back ro Mat- 
ftricht, from whence he tent out a Party of Horſe and 
Foot to take in the ſtrong Caſtle of V2lcheren, which af- 
ter a ſhort Diſpute ſurrendred at diſcretion 3 by which 
means the Viors were not only Maſters of the Caſtle, 
but of a great quantity of Wheat, Hay, and other Provt- 
fion of Vidua!s. Which done, his Highneſs marched to 
Lennich, in hopes to have engaged the Enemy there, 
But the Count retreated with ſo much ſpeed out of his 
reach, that *twas impoſſible for the Prince to overtake 
him. Such was the Courage of his Highneſs at that time, 
notwithſtanding all the Difficulties of a ſharp and rigo- 
rous Seaſon, to have fought a V:cRorious Enemy 1n the + 
heare of his Conqueſts. His Highneſs therefore finding 
the Count fo vawilling to hazard a Battel, came to the 
Caſtle of Deſſezer, and from thence ſent the Count of 
Marcin to inveſt Charizroy with the Vantguard, while he 
followed with the reſt of the Army. Bur ſuch was the 
extream cold, that it was impoſſible to fins any Tren- 
ches, or make any Circumvallation, ſo that the Prince, 
after he had made himſelf Maſter of Bizch, rogether 
with three Captains and three hundred Common Sol- 
diers, and ranſack'd and demoliſh'd the Town, retired 
back through Brab4nt,and diſperſed his Army intotheir 
Winter-Quarters. 4'ontzl, who clapr himſelf ſome- 
times into Tongeren, 2nd ſomerimes into Charleroy, afraid 
of both places, yer-nor knowing where the Prince would 
fix. then fund himſelf deceived, ro beiteve the Prince 
had any deſign to undertake long Sieges in the moſt 
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fharp and rigorous Seaſon of the Year. Yet this was 
remarkable, that ſo young a General ſhould be able with 
an Army compoſed of ſo many Nations, ro march 1n the 
depth of bitter Winrer inro an Enemies Country, re- 
move an old General from his Poſt, Challenge him to 
Barrel, and to that purpoſe hunt him from place to 
Place, terrific rwo ſtrong Garriſons, and return with the 
Priſoners and Booty of two forcifted places, and all this 
within the ſpace of nine days, with little or no loſs of 
his own Men. Beſides, the Terror which he ſtruck in- 
to the Biſhop of Cologne, who thought himſelf ſecure 
neither at Bon, nor any other part of his Territories, fo 
long as his Highneſs quartered fo near him, 

During this Expedition of the Prince, the Duke of 
Luxinourgh, having drawn together an Army of Four- 
reen thouſand Rorſe and Foor, with a reſolution to in- 
vade the Province of Holland, in hopes to enrich him- 
felf and his Army, with the plunder of Leyzex and the 
Hagu?, began his, march from Woerden, over the Ice, 
with the flower of the French Army, toward the latter 
end of Dereher ; bur being come ro Slimwetering, the 
Enemy found the Waters there fo high, that only Three 
rhouſand five hundred of the lighteſt of che Infantry 
were able to get over. The reſt were conſtrained to re- 
turn to Worrden, Theſe 3500 firſt attacqu'd Nitucrop, 
but were beaven off by the Peaſants,ſo that finding them- 
telres repulſed on that fide, they dire&cd their march 
towards S:ammeirdem, where the Soldiers were che firſt 
that ran for't, leaving the Inhabitants ro the mcrcy of 
the Enemy. However, the Count de Coningſmarb, who 
commanded at zod:grave,being advertiſed of the march 
of the Frex:2, haſtened roward Leyden-fide, and poſt- 
ed a Regiment at Gours S!zys, to prevent their paſſage 
That way. 

Th:s deſperate march of the French, put the People at 
firſt into a grear Confternarion, more etpecially at the 
Hagut. Burt nothing more daunted them, than to hear 
thar, while the States had caken all che care 1maginable, 
ro prevent the return of the Enemy, ColoneF Paine Vin 
had abandoned his Pot at Njiewtrbroug, and was.retired 
[0 
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to Gouda, by which means the Enemy had a free paſſa 
open for their Retreat, who muſt elſe have pertſhed all in 
the Water, or have ſurrendred themſelves-Priſoners, b 
reaſon of the ſudden thaw that enſued. Bur all their 
Fears ſoon vanifhed upon the return of the Prince of 
Orange out of Brabant ; who, having at Breda received 
Incelligence of this Attempt of the French, haſtened 
with all imaginable ſpeed to A!fen; and in a ſhort time, 
by the ſtrange effes of his Preſence, reſtored all things 
to their former condition. The Duke of Lyxemburgh 
was preſenr all along, and had like to have been loſt by a 
fall from his Horſe 1nto the thaw'd water ; infomuch 
that his Men had much ado to recover him ; however 
though he did nor loſe himſelf, he loſt above ſ1x hundred 
of = choſen Soldiers; and fo this ſlippery Expedition 
ended, 

True it 1s, that the French committed moſt exorbicane 
Cruelties at Swammerdam, and other places that fell 1nto 
their Hands, by the raviſhing of Women, ſtripping and 
wounding the Aged and Decrepit, and throwing Infants 
that ſmiled in their Faces, into rhe Fire, but thoſe Loſ- 
ſes were in ſome meaſure repay'd by the regaining of 
Coevorden. This City, which is one of the moſt Noble 
and Goodly Pieces of Fortiftcation 1n all the Low-Coun- 
tries, and held to be ſuch over all Ezrope, the Key of the 
Provinces of Fri:ſland and Groning, fituared upon the 
Frontiers of the D-ent, and confining upon the County 
of Bentem and Tuent, ſurrounded with a Merſb, and fort!» 
acd with large and deep double Moats, Ramparts ex- 
treamly high and ſirong, defended by ſeven Baſtions, 

aring the Names of the ſeven Provinces, and 4 regular 
C:file, held for impregnable by the ancient Writers, 
fe{ into the hands of the Biſhop of Mun/ter, ro make up 
the Misfortunes of chis Fatal War 1672. not withour 
ſuſpicion of Treachery, bur after the turn of the Tide 
of French Victory, upon the Reſtauration of his High- 
atſs to his ancient Dignities, was recovered vith no 
leſs Gallantry than ir had been loft before by diſhonou- 
rable Cowardite, For this very place wiiicii Verdugs 
had beſieged 1n vain, for one and thirty Weeks 1ORe- 
&; 
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ther, and which the Biſhop of Huner, afrer he became 
Maſter of it, had furniſhed with a confiderable Maga- 
Zine; intending to make it the Seat of his War in thoſe 
Parts, was by a party of only $60, retaken within the 
ſpace of one Hour, with the loſe of hardly threeſcore 
Men, of the Enemy a hundred and fifry be{tdes Officers 
were ſlain in the Aſſault, and four hundred and thirty 
taken Priſoners, among whom were ſix Captains, eleven 
Licutenants, and fovrreen Enfigns. The reft (for the 
whole Garriſon amounted to 900) made haſte to eſcape 
ſo ſoon as they ſaw the place was lofi. But that which 
was more confiderable, was the poſſeſfion of ſuch an im- 
portant Fort, furniſhed to the hands of the Victor, wich 
ſuch an infinite quantity of warlike Ammunition, provi- 
ded withour queſtion for a longer defence. -Nore then 
that, as the Recovery of this renowned Fortreſs, h1ahly 
encouraged the Dutch, ſo it no leſs aſtoniſhed the Ene- 
my ; whoſe conſternation was ſuch, that upon the news 
of their loſs, they abandoned ſeveral of their Garriſons, 
and ſhifred every one for themſelves. All which re- 
dounded to the Glory of his Highneſs ; for that the Peo- 
ple, finding ſuch proſperous Alterations upon his co- 
ming to the management of Afﬀatrs, were eaſily 1ndu- 
ced, as they had reaſon, to believe, that all their uncx- 
pected Succeſſes were bur the effects of his Couragious 
Influences. 

Therefore ir was that the ſame Authority which Ari- 
flides had over the Athenians, the Prince had over the 
People of the Low-Contries. Which inade them ſu'1- 
mir to what ever he approved. So that he conquered 
their Domeſtick Differences, with the ſame good For- 
rnne that he vanquiſh'd their Foreign Enemies ; for al 
ways Reverence and Awe accompany Aﬀection, more 
eſpecially, when gained by ſweetnels and moderation, 
From whence jt came to paſs, that when the ditienrions 
berween the Magiſtrates of Frieſtznd were grown to that 
hetghr, that the new and the old Maoiſtrates, repreſent- 
Ing each the Soveraignty of the Province, heid their 
Aſtemblies aparr, and ated quire contrary to one ano- 
ther, (a ſtrange irregular motion, and pernicious ro rhe 
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publick good, which neither the Governcur of ſrielaxd, 
nor his Mother could reduce 1nto Order) yet fo ſoon 
as the Commiſſioners arrived among them, which were 
ſent by his Highneſs, thoſe Breaches were in a ſhort time 
repaired, and the Province was reſtored to its former 
Unanimity. 

Burt going in Perſon, to pacific the Diſſentions in Ze- 
land, He no ſooner appeared in the General Aſſembly of 
the States at Mrddlepourgh, but their Diſcords vanifhed, 
and all things were ſettled 1n order to the defence of the 
Country, to the full content of the Province in general, 
the Magiſtrates in particular, and his Highnels's eternal 
Praiſe. From thence he took an occaſion to viſit the 
Frontier-Fortifications of F!:/hing, Sluyſt, .Ardenburgh, 

where the Keys of the Town were delivered him in a 
ilver Baſon, by the young Virgins of the City, deckt 
with Garlands of ſeveral Flowers) Tſendich, Berghen-Op- 
Zeon, Breda, Bois |: duc, and after a ſtri& ſurvey with 
no leſs care than toyl returned to the Hague. 

The Spring was now far ſpent, and now, if ever, the - 
Holtandtrs had their hands full : Beipg affail'd on the 
one ſide by the King of France 1n Perſon with a Puiſſant 
Army 3 while Conde and Luxembourgh lay at Utricht 
with powerful Forces, watching all Opportunities to 
break into the Heart of their Territories, and by Sea, 
no leſs vigorouſly attacked by the King of Great Britain, 
with his own and the greateſt part of the Naval Force 
of the French Dominions. For whictr reaſon the Prince 
of Orange had no leiſure to ſtir abroad ; as being con- 
ſtrained to keep his Poſt at home, as well to watch the 
deſigns of Conde and Luxemburgh, as to prevent the 
threatned Deſcents of the Engliſh. 

In the beginning of May therefore, the King of France 
ſer forward from Paris with a numerous Army, with 
which ſeveral @her great Bodies were to joyn, that lay 
ready in ſeveral parts of his new Conqueſts; and after a 
ſlow march, upon the tenth of Zune, fare down with his 
who'e Army of 420co Horſe and Foor before Maeſtricht; 
having before given Order to the Count de Orge, to In- 
veſt it with three thouſand of tus Cavalry, The _ 
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ſon conſiſted of about four thouſand Foot, and between 
eight and nine hundred Horſe, under the Command of 
Monfieur dz Fariazx Governour of the Town, a Reſo- 
lute and Experienced Commander, as it may cafily ap- 
pear, by the ſtout refrſtance which he made agit the 
whole Power of France, and the Deluge of Blood which 
the Purchaſe coſt the King, no lefs than the ſlaughter of 
above nine thouſand of his ſtoureſt Common Soldiers, 
- and an tnfinire number of his choiceſt Ofhcers. Nor had 
he had ir neither art ſo cheap a rate, as many believe, 
could. the befieged bur have been relieved in time, 
with no more than the Recruit of a thouſand Men, 
and a ſupply of Match, which they began extreamly to 
want. 

It would be too tedious to give an exaat account of 
the bloody Diſputes by day, and Conflicts by night, en- 
lighrned wich the continual Flames of the Batteries on 
borh fides, which is the work of a Journal rather than a 
Hiſtory ; and therefore ler ir ſuffice ro ſay, 10 ſhort, thar 
after the Garriſon by a valiant defence of near three 
Weeks, was reduced to half their number, by Innume- 
rable Batteries, Aſſaults, and Stormings of freſh Aſſaj- 
lanrs day and night; and the remainder quire tired 
out with continual labour and watching, the Govzrnour 
was at length forced, by the Petitions of the Magiſtrates 
and Ecclefiaſticks of the Place, to Capirulare, and ſurren- 
der upon the moſt honourable terms of War. Of all 
which.when the Governour made his report to his High- 
neſs, he was fo well ſatisfied in the Gallauiry of his Per- 
formance, that he preſently preferr'd him to Be Major- 
Genera! of }:1s Army. 

| For 1ndeed, the conteſt had been fo ſharp for tite 
t:me, and ſo mortal to the French, that the Kin?, fo ſoon 
as he had taken the Town, thought he had done.enouzh 
for thar Summer ; and therefore, after he had demo- 
lithed rhe Fortifications of Toxgres, he broke up his Ar- 
my, and ſent one part of irto the recruit of Turenne, a 
nother to waſte and harraſs the Country of Treves, in 
regard the E cctor had taken part with the Emperour, 
2nd three Brigades more to reinforce his Army to Ho- 
dil ds Thus 
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Thus the French Army being diſperſed, and the Erg- 
lib Fleet after the laſt Engagement being retired from 
the Coaſt of Z7o!land, the Prince of Orange now at more 
liberty, and not enduring to lye ſtill, called off his Fore 
ces that lay for the defence of Zeland, ro joyn with the 
reſt of the Army ; and decamping from Raemsdonk, of 
a ſudden fare Jown before Natrrden, with five and twenty 
thouſand Men. His Highneſs took up his Quarters :t 
Buſſuxs, Count Waldecb in the Church-yard of Looſ@rech!, 
Anbrutn, and Hilverſam, while Major-General de F:- 
rizux commanded the Cavalry. In the mean time the 
Duke of 1zximburg having drawn together a Body of 
ren thouſand Men, beſides four Regiments of 4:unſter- 
Horſe, advanced within view of the Prince's Circumyal- 
lations and Entrenchments, which were by that time fi- 
niſhed ; bur not daring ro attempt the ſuccour of the 
Town, the Prince proceeded, ſtormed the Counterſcarp 
and Ravelin before the Auyſer Port, and after three 
hours reſiſtance, made himſelf Maſter of both ; forced 
the beſieged to retire in great confuſion 1nto the City, 
and the nexr day, upon the loſs of their Defences, to 
beat a Parley ; which procured the ſurrender of the 
Toivn, upon Articles to march our, with Colours flying, 
Drums b:ating, and rwo pieces of Canon. 

When the Garriſon marched our, the Governour ſa- 
lured his Highneſs with a profound ſubmiſſion 3 and ir 1s 
faid, that he aſſured the Prince, that he had Reaſons ſuf- 
fictent to ſurrender the Town in ſo few days, which he 
would declare in due time and place to his Maſter the 
King. Bur ir ſeems his reaſons were not ſufficient 3 for 
he was condemted to perpetual Impriſonment, and had 
his Sxord broken over his Head at Utrecht. For indeed 
it was admired by all men, that the French ſhould fo ea- 
fily yield up fo ſtrong a Hold, and fo well provided for 
1ts defence, For it had within it a Garriſon of 2930 
Men, and wanred neither Provition nor Ammunition, 
beſides, thar the French, while they were Maſters of 
Ir, had greatly added to the ſtrength of che Fortifica- 
t10ns. 

But whatſoever were the cauſe, whether the div1ſons 
G bo- 
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berween the Switztrs and French, as fome conclude, or 
any other, his Highneſs won ir in four days, and loſt no 
more than a hundred men ſlain.and two hundred wound- 
ed, in a Conqueſt ſo important, whereas the Befieged 
loſt many more; which 1s uſually contrary to the cuſtom 
of Steges. Rather therefore, the true cauſe of ſo quick 
a diſpatch of a Leaguer,lookrt upon to be ſo dithcult,may 
be attribured to the courage of his Highneſs, who ſpared 
not to expoſe his Perſon 1n all places of greateſt danger, 
as well in the Trenches, as upon the Batteries, to ani- 
mate the Souldiers by his Example. Nor was his High- 
neſs leſs careful to preſerve, than to acquire ; and there- 
fore, after he had given all neceſſary Orders for the re- 
= of the Fornifications, and fertlemenr of the Garriſon, 

e made the Count de? Coningſmzrb, a Commander of 
known Reſolution and Experience, Governour of the 
Place. Which done, he return'd to the H2g4?, ro prepare 
for greater Deſigns. 

For now the States of the Unit:d Provinces, having 
entred 1nto a more ſitrit Alliance with Spain, for mutual 
Defence againſt theFrench,as the common enemy of Hoch, 
by which they were oblig'd to affiſt each other with their 
joynr Forces; and the Emperour alſo,having at che ſame 
time leagu'd himſelf in the ſame Confederacy, (which 
gave 1t the Name of the Tripple Alliance) in purſuance of 
which, his Army that was to be no leſs then rwenty thou- 
fand Foot and ten thouſand Horic;was already upon their 
march to the common affiſtance, his Highneſs therefore, 
that he might do ſomerhing remarkable before the ſeaſon 
of the Year ſlipt away,ſends his Army before to Roſend ae! 
in Breb«xt,and making hafte himſelf after it, joyns with 
the Count de Moxterey,who readily yielded the precedence 
and command of the who!eto his Highnefs. Thereupon his 
Highneſs, finding that Coxde had changed his Poſt upon 
Intelligence cf this ConjunRion, and lay ſo ſtrongly En- 
rrench'd, that it was impoſſible to affail him 1a his Fa /7- 
eſs, he march'd dire&ly forward, and verween Azder- 
x4ch and B-x,joyned with the Imperial Army under the 
Command of Mentecacaiji, In his march he ſummaned 
Rhinozch; wich, through the Odſitnacy of a Seditious 
Burger, 
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Burgher, who encouraged the reſt to refiſtance, refuſing 
ro ſubmir,he commanded the Sitzr Vaibenburgh, with wo 
Regiments of Dragoons and two of Foot to ſtorm the 
Town. Which was done with that fury,that the Soldiers 
upon their firſt entrance pur all to the Sword thar came 
in their way, and among the r@ hang'd up the Burgher 
that had occaſioned the unreaſonable retiſtance, | 

Thus the Confederates being joyned, the Siege of Boy 

was reſolved upon, and the Marqueſs of Arſentar, to that 
purpoſe, ſent to take up his Quarters at Reſſezig. The 
next day Montecucui; lodged the Imperialitts at Goedeſe 
brrgh, and his Highneſs lay with his Forces at Rijndory, 
while General Sporþ wich the Imperial Cavalry, quar- 
ter'd himſelf on che other ſide of the Town near che 
Wiſer-waldt. 

Ban is a conſiderable Town,by the Romans called Zu- 
{ia Banna, ſeated upon the Rbine,ahout four Leagues from 
Cologne and being then in the hands gf the Elector of Ce- 
logne and the French, was by them furniſh'd with a Gar- 
riſon of two thouſand Men under the Command of Gen. 
Lants-berghen, and ſtor'd with Provifions and Amauniti- 
on of all ſorrs,beſides fourſcore great Guns mounted up- 
on their WAlls and Bul»arks. However,the Confederates 
not thinking Natrden ſufficient Paymenc for the loſs of 
Matſtricht, reſolved to have this Tqwn too inco the bar- . 
gain.Nor durſt Conde attempt to give them any Interrup- 
tion himſelf,only he ſent Marſhal @ Haniires with a B&- 
dy of 7009 Hor(e, to face the Leaguer, and at the begin- 
ning of- the Stege, to try what reinforcements of Men 
he could put into the Garriſon. To that purpoſe he ad- 
vancd as far as Birch:*m, from whence he ſenc a Party of 
a huadred Horſe, who feining to. be the Duke of Loyain's 
Men, were let paſs by the Sentinels, through the Quar- ' 
rer of the v9. v1 and pot into the Town. Bur ano- 
ther Hundred hoping to have che ſame ſucceſs through 
the Quarter where his Higbneſs lay, found the Sencineks 
more miſtruſtful, ſo that they were almoſt all cut to pie- 
ces or taken priſoners; which ſad tidings reaching the 
cars of five hundred more, that lay hid behind a neigh- 
bouring Wood upon the ſame deſign, they retreated in a 
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good hour, ro their Body. For by this time General 
Syorb had drawn forth an equal Body of Horſe, ro en- 
counter the French. Which the Marſhal underſtanding, 
wade a (ſwift retreat our of his reach, and returned to V- 
treche. 
On the other ſide, Beſiegers having now finiſhed 
their Barteries, and ApÞroaches, gave the beſieged little 
ornoreſt; and afrer they had brought three Mines to 
that perfe&ion, that they were ready to ſpring, were 
prepariny for a general ſtorm. However,the Confederate 
Generals, willing ro fpare their Men, if ſofrer means 
would prevail, ſent a new Summons to the Governour 
ro ſurrender the Town, more eſpecially ſince they had 
no hopes of relief ; declaring withal, that if they pleaſed 
they my2zhrt ſend out whom they thought fir, to ſee the 
Mines that were ready to play, upon refuſal ro ſurrender 
upon Compoſition ; and that they were reſoly'd ro make 
a General Aſſault, and put to the Sword, without excep- 
tion, all chart chey found in Arms. Which frigh:ful Me- 
naces fo fcared the Garriſon, that after a Stege of few 
days,they beat a Parley, and the fame day the uſual Con- 
dirtons being agreed upon, of marching forth with Co- 
fours flying and Nrums beating, the Place was ſurrendred 
with all the Provifion and Ammunition, and great Guns, 
excepting two that were allow'd by the Compoſition. Of 
the French Garriſon there marched our 15co. The reſt 
being all killed or wounded: and of thoſe fifreen hundred 
all the Germans deferred their Conyoy, and Ifted them- 
ſelves in the Emperour's ſervice. 
The Town thus takeh, his Highneſs drew off to W:{?- 
ling, and' thence falling down lower. with his own, and 
the Tmperial Army, (both* which he nyw commanded 
vDon the rerurn of Montecuczliro Viezne til the arrival 
of rhe Duke of Poyrnoutilit) rook In the two Caſtles of 
Brevi! and Lecknich. Of which, the larter was defended 
by rwo hundred French, under the Command off Ger- 
m1n: Who finding the Soldiers, after thev had been 
ſummToned.obſtinarely bent to ſtand upon their guard, be- 
thought himſelf of a ftrazagem to bring them to a com- 
plance, To which purpoſe, he ordered the French ro 
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go down into the lower Court,under pretence of mgking 
that good firſt ; and wherl they were all there, pulled vp 
the Draw-bridge behind their backs : by which means 
finding themſelves expoſed to a far more numerous pac- 
ty, Fhey were conſtrained to ſurrender the place. 

This Caſtic in the year 142. had been bcfieged by the 
whole Army of :reimar and Heſſen, under the Command 
of the Counts of Gueb»iz1t and Eberjteyn, and battered 
for fix Wecks together with extraordinary fury, and 
yet notwithitanding all their Efforts, they were con- 
ſtrained to raile their Siege. 

All this while Marihal T.:renne kept himſelf at a di- 
Aarce ; for though when he heard that che Confederates 
were fate down before Boz, he had a great mind to have 
attempted the raifing the Siege, yet when he heard thar 
the Duke of Lorain lay quartered upon the Banks of the 
Moſt!le, to obſerve his motion, he wheeled about into 
the EleRorate of Mayence, highly complaining that\he 
eould have no betrer Inrte!ligence of rhe Conjun&ion|of 
the Confederates. | 

Strange were the EffeRs of this Expedition cf his 
Highneſs che Prince of Oraxge. For it put the French 
jnro ſuch a Conſternation ro ſee ſuch Recoyls of For- 
tune, that they who lately menaced with fo much 1nſult- 
log Pride, the Ruine of others, were now at their Wits 
end how to fave themſelves. Willingly thcy would 
have eppoſed his Deſigns, but they wanred Recruits, and 
found that Men were not fo ſoon born as killed. Their 
Infinice Multirudes were now reduced to thoſe ſmall 
Numbers, that they were not able to keep the Field, 
without extreamly exhauſting their Garriſons. They 
that were ſuch 11] Husbands of the Creation, and fo pro- 
fuſe of Humane Race, as to ſquander away ſo many Ge- 
nerations of Mankind, would now have been glad of 
half their havock'd Mulritudes to keep their withered 
Garlands from dropping from their Forcheads. They 
that were ſo laviſh of whole Armies, as if they only con- 
quered to depopulate, and cared not what they ſpent of 
their own Plenty, to be Maſters of the impoveriſhed 
Rights of others, now found too late,that Victory bought 
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too dear, was rather Calamity than Conqueſt , fince 
Cottqueſts could nor be preſerved without the Aſſiſtance 
of the ſame Force with which they were at firſt obtain» 
ed; beaten at a diſtance by their own Prodigality, and 
conſtrained to ſurrender back their Victories by "their 
former waſte of Courage and Reſolution. While the 
Prince on the other ſide, penurious of his Men,and only 
venturing the Lives of his Soldiers, while he expoſed his 
own, upon the juſt Call of Self-defence, gained. cafie 
Triumphs over the Living, for want of the Dead ; and 
ViRory courted his Prudence, finding herſelf ſo unſafe 
in the Raſhneſs of his Enemies, who had fought o ill, 
that they were forced to repent that they had ever been 
her Favorites. Not upon thefe Conſiderations, but up- . 
on theſe Neceſſities, ro which they had reduced them- 
ſelves, the French were compelled ro quit a great part of 
their Conqueſts in the Low-Countries, and drain their 
Garriſons, rather than ſuffer the powerful Armies of the 
Confederates, to recover the Cities of the Rbixe, the 
Artuſe and Woſe!l withour refiftance, 

WOERD EN was the firſt Place cleared,as being one 
of the firſt that had felt cheir Tyranny. Where the Go- 
vernar received Orders from the' Duke of Luxtmburgh 
ro demoliſh rhe Bulwarks of the Town,and to ſend away 
all che great Guns and Ammunition roo. Bur as in Bo- 
dics poſſeſſed, the eje&ed Spirit never leaves his Hahita- 
tion without ſome terrible Marks of his Rage before his 
Expullion ; the Governor, before he ſtirred, fent for the 
Magiſtrates, and demanded twenty thouſand Franks to 
redeem their Ciry from Plunder and Contlagration, pre- 
tending Orders fram the King and Duke of Lurimizrge, 
unle(s vo payed the ſaid Sum, to fire the Town. Nor 
could they prevail with all their Submiſſions to the 
Duke, whom they attended at Vtrecht, for leſs than fif- 
reen thouſand Livers to ſave Burning, and one thouſand 
Livers to preſerve their Paliſedo's, with Condition that 
their Gates, Bulwarks and Caſtle ſhould remain entire 3 
for the Payment of which, they gave Hoſtages. Yet ſuch 
ws their Treackery nevertheleſs, that the French had un- 
d<rmiced the Caſtle and one of the Baſtions 3 and had 
Cer» 


William Prince of Orange. TS 


certainly blown up both, had not the Ruin been prevent- 
ed by the Diſcovery of certain Switzer s. 

HERDERWICK was utterly diſmantled ; never- 

thele(s they demanded 12000 Livers for their Kindneſs 
in leaving it ; but 1n regard that all the Inhabirants of 
Subſtance had lefc the City before, there was nothing co 
be had. 
The Fort of CREVECEUR was utterly demo- 
liſhed ; yer they offered to leave the Church and Gover- 
nor's Houſe upon the payment of 3000 Piſtoles by thoſe 
of Bois le Duke ; which being refuſed, they ſpared neither 
the Houſe, nor the Church. 

BO.HMEL, a Fortreſs of great conſcquence 
:p2n the Fortifications of which, the King of France 
had expended above fixty thouſand Livers, was quic- 
red at the ſame time 3 the Inhabitants giving twelve Ho- 
ſtages to pay thirty fix thouſand Livers for the Ranſom 
of cheir Houſes. 
 UTREC HT, where the French had been always 
conſtrained to keep a Garriſon of fix or ſeven thouſand 
Men at leaſt, and therefore proving now too chargeable, 
vas the next deferred Place ; but nor without Hoſtages 
given for the Payment of one hundred chouſand Crowns, 
And now the Fr:xch being all departed 1n one day, the 
Burgo ab{olved, each other from their Oaths, 
which they had taken againſt the Reſtoration of the 
Prince of Orange,and ſent their Deputies to his Highneſs, 
ro acknowledge him their Statcho!der, in the Name of 
the whole Province. A Change no lefs ſudden chan grate» 
fal to all the People. 

In the ſame manner E/byrgh upon the Sourh-Sea, 
Campin in Overyſſel, and Hattem were quitted by the 
French, and Steenwick and Meppell by the Munſtt1ians. 

Thus his Highne may in fome meaſure be faid to 
have outdone Ceſar himſelf; for he varquiſhed where 
he neither came nor ſaw. Only the Enemy ſubmitred co 
his diſtant Condu&, beholdiog the Period of their Victo- 
x1cs in his cifing Glory, 
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1674. 


N conſideration of this great and unexpected Turn of 
Aﬀairs, occaſioned by the great Wiſdom and Prow- 
efs of his Highneſs, the States-General, no lefs Grateful, 
©:an the Prince had been Indefarigable for the Publick, 
not only confirmed the Charge of Stat-ba!dcy of the 
Provinces of "Holland and Wrfi-Fri:zland, in the Perſon 
of his Aighneſs, during Life, bur ſerfed-1c Tikewiſe upon 
the Heirs-Males of his Body, begotren in Lawful Mar- 
r1a2e, according to the Tenor of the following Decree, 
rot to be left out 1n this place, as being ſo fair a Mony- 
n.cat of his ſurpaſſing Merits. ' | | 


Friday, Febragry the 24, 1574. 


Fr taben into Deliberation, by way of Reſum)tion, 
what the Lords Deputies of tbr City of Haerlem pro- 
paſted to the Aſſembly tbe twenty third of P—_ lait pai, 
whether it would not be expedient,that the Charge of Stat- 


bolder and Captaft ant Admival-Grneral of rhe Provinces 


of Holland as4 Weſt-Friezland, 'axz Captain and Adni- 
ra!-General of the Uniftd Provinres, ſhoutd arſtend ajon 
the H.ivs- Males of bis Fighniſt tht Prince of Orange, be- 
gotten in Lawſul Marriage, as by the Rolls of the ſame 
Date more am)'y may \apptar. WE, the Body of the Nobi- 
lity, and the Deputies of the Cities, in the Name, and on 
the Beba!f of the Burghr's znd Commonalty of the ſaid Ci- 
ties, kave atclared, and do detteve by theſe Priſents. that 
bicing deliver ately conſidered the State ant Conſtitution of 
the Government of thiſe Countrirs, as it was ' in” former 
Times, by the Bleſſing of Gol, ander the moit Illaftrious 
Princes of Oranze, of giorin::5 Memory, ' His Highntſs's 
Pridtciſſors. ard particalarly what has bifallen this Re- 
public, for :heſe twenty three or twenty ſony years laft pail, 
till now, w? have obſerved that this Republic has bren af- 
fited with ſrorral Calamities and Difſattiers, as well Do- 
meftic 2s Foraign, ever fince tbe ſad and unfortunate Tear 
IS5c, Ttat as to Oar Foraign Calamitits, W: baut my 
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been withot Wars, or the ſears of Wars : Mort partica- 
larly, oze moſt dreadful Way bitwern the Kingdom of 
England and theſe States, which ſhooþ the very Founda- 
tions of the Government of theſe Countries, ſo tbat bardly it 
bas ricovered Breath ever fince the ſaid War; and another 
agdinfi the Crown of Portugal, in the years 1656. and 
1658. and 1659. and another occafioned by the Intereſt of 
the Northern Wars. "That in the year 1664, they bad 4» 
notber new War with the King of Great Britain, and now 
th:s prefent War more ſad and fatal than all the reſt. And 
that during the whole courſe of the ſaid War, this Repub-+ 
lick has been conſtrained to. ſuffer many Affronts from bey 
Neighbours, to whom She was before a Terrour. That as 


.to Our Domeiti: Aﬀairs, We bave been overwhelmed with 


Intefiine Diviſous and Faftions. That from the year 
1650. to the yzar 1660. ſeveral Aembers of this Republic 
beve bad « particular Averfion to the Perſon of the preſint 
Prince of Orange, the only Son of that Iluftrious Family 3 
and that others on the contrary bave 2:aloaſly maintained, 
that the ſaid Prince ought not to be fo ungratefully aban- 
dentd. That the King of Great Britain being recalled to 
the Government of his Dowinions, and paſſing through 
thet Countries; it order to bis embarking for England, this 
Repttblic teſtified, as well to his Majtfty, as to the Princeſſes 
Royat end Dowager, that thty woold takr particular care 
of the Intereft and Education of bis bighneſ, and to reſtore 
wm tothe Dignities which bis Illutrious Anceſtors, of glo- 
riows memory, bad tnfoyed. But that after the death of 
the-faid Princefl Royal, all Good Will and Aﬀ:timm toward 
bis Highneſs was- loft,- and no farther notice takin of bim, 
tall of late, that ſome-vart was iaben of bis Edacation, 
ard that at length, toward the end of 1571. or 1672. 
g7:at Conteſts -avoſe about the Elrion of his Highneſs to be 
Captain-Geneval of the Militia of this Country. T2! we 
haze ſound by ſad experience, that the (23d Inteftine L3vi- 

ons 4nd Fattiens batt given an occaſion to the Enemies 
of this Republick to offront 1s every moment, as knowing 
well that thty render Us wncapavle to mind Our own 
Defence, by toe Violation of that Union which laid the 
Foundation of this Republich, and which God bas fo mi 
raculouſly 
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raculouſly bliſſed. Ard that the Differences which avaſt 
every day about tur Eltftion of a Captain-General of the 
Militia, and tbe Diſcords which bapntd among the princi- 

pel Members of this Republic, were tbe occaſions tha! rt 

tarded and bindred thoſe Delibrrations and Reſolutions, 

Woich of nece[ity oxght to have bren taken, to ripe! foraign 

Force, ax4 made us ſþind in idle Diſputes, that precious 

time which cught to have been better b:(s5ardede Torat the 

ſaid Dirtifiens were the reaſon, that toward the Tear 1971, 
when the King of France openly declared that ve woulg 

make a War againii this Country, we conſumed weele 

Months togither in dilibirating about the Elrftion of a 

Captain-Genteral, and whe: ber to pitch upon the Perſon of 

tis Highneſs, which time ought to have bien (ent in pro- 

viding for the Defence of the State. Axd that for toe 
ſame reaſon it was, that the King of France Invaded this 
Country by force of Arms, in tvs Tear 1572, and ridaced 
us to the lat Extremitits, and bazard of total Ritnes 
That thereſore the Lords, the States of Holland, baue 
deemed it neceſſary, as the only Exptedient that they can 
imagine or hap for, abſolutely to plack u? by the roots the 
Qctaſions of the ſaid Fafkions and Diviſions, to prevent 
ther falling a:y more into. thoſt Aisfortunts. and Atdſeries 
to which they have bien bitoerto txpoſed 3 and 0%. the. 0+ 
ther fide, to achnowledge. tit great Struicts which the 
moit illuſtrious Houſe of Orange has from time to time per- 
formed for the Preſervation aud Ejtablybment of this Re- 
public. For thi{t Reaſons, the Lords of the Baay of the 
Nobility, as alio the Deputi:s of the Cities bave anani- 
mouſly conferred, and by thiſe Preſents do confer, in tut 
Name, and on the Behalf of the Burgbirs and Commonal- 
ty of the ſaid Citits, upon his Highneſs, and bis Heirs 
Malt, begottiy in Lawju! Maitrimany, the Charge of Stat- 
bolder, Captain and Aimira!-General of the Provinces of 
Holland and Welſt-Fricfland, with ail the Dignitices, Pre- 
emmences, Prevogativies, Rites and Prividedgts thereto 0:- 
longing, without any Exception or Reſeruation, in as 47:- 
ple, ard in the ſame manner as the ſame Charge is at pre- 
fent executed by is Highneſs : And conſequently, tbat aj- 
etr tbe Dectaſe of vis ſaid Highniſs (to whom nevertvelels 
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the States of Holland wit a long aud bappy Life, in al 
Health and Proſperity ) the ſaid Charge of Stat-holder, 
Captain and Admiral-General of the Provinces of Hol- 
land and Weſt-Friezland, with a# the Dignities, Pre- 
eminences, Prevogatives, Rites and Priviledges thtrthnto 
belonging, without any Exception or Reſereation, ſhall de- 
volue and deſcend npen bis Heirs-malts, brgotten in Law- 
ful _— In purſuance of which Reſolution, the ſaid 
Lords of the Boay of the Nobility have ordered Lettirs- 
Patents to b: drawn up, and ſealed with the Great Stal of 
the ſaid Provincts, &Cc, 


The ſame day alſo the States of Zeland conferred the 
ſame Digaities upon his Highneſs, and made him withal 
Hereditary Noble of their Province. 

And now it was high time to cleanſe that Augean 
Stable of Diſorder and Confuſion , wHh which the 
French had over-run and contaminated the ſettled Go- 
vernmenrt of rhoſe Provinces, where they had left be- 
hind them the Slot and Defilement of their Licentious 
Violence. Therefore the Prince, well knowing it was 
Ro leſs the Glory of 2 Soveraign Garvernour to correct 
and reform at-home, as well as to conquer abroad, and 
that the recovery of Joſt Territories was bur half per- 
formance, till rhey were reduc'd to their Priſtine Me- 
thods of anticat Laws and Cuſtoms, haſtened to Utrecht, 
ro reſettle the Governmenrof that Province. 

To which purpo{c, he was no ſooner arrived in that 
Ciry, but he repaired to the Aﬀembly of Eftares, and 
in place made a.new EleRtion of Perſons ro officiate 1n 
the Colledge of Counſellors Elc RF. Afrer that, he made 
a new choice of others to repreſent the Body of the 
Nobility ; and in the laft place, made a ſele& choice of 
Men of 3 bility and Integrity to officiate in the Magtſira- 
cy and Council of the City. 

This done, his Highneſs gave them to underſtand, 
that at the requeſt of ſeveral of the Burghers, he had 
drawn up a Draught of certain Orders, for the better 
Government of the Province for the future, yer that he 


would not impoſe any thing upon them, without the 
adyice 
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Advice and Approhtation of them t!1at were preſent. 
Upon which they all retired to their ſeveral Efembly, 
and after due Devate, un2tmouſly ſubmitted to rhe 
Regulations that his Highn<!s had provpoied, which were 
to this effeR. | 

That the Government of the Province ſhould reſide 
'n the hands of three diftin& Soc'o:1cs as formerly, the 
Counſel'ors Ele&, the Body of the Nobility, and the 
Deputies of the Cirtes. Thar th! Counſellors EleR 
ſhould continue in their Places during the ſpaces of 
three years, and no l>nger, and that at the expiration 


. of the ſaid rerm ( of which they were to give three 


months notice to the Governour-General ) it ſhould be 
hwful for htm to continue the old ones, or make new 
Altegations as he pleaſed himfelf, without contradiRi- 
on, provided he introduced none but fuch as were af 
the Reformed Religion; and moreover, that of theſe 
Counſellors Ele&, four were to be Burghers, and four 
Gentlemen. 

That the Governour-General ſhould have the diſpo- 
poſal of the vacant Places of the Provoſts, as alſo of the 
Revennes of the Vicaridges belonging to the Provoſt, 
Deans, and Friery Chapters, ſo ioon as they ſhould be- 
came vacant, for the relief of poor Minificrs, and Wt- 
dows of Miniſters, and for other Pious Les within the 
Province. That to avoid DiſÞ:tes about the Convoca- 
tion of the Nobility, the Governour ſhou!d have the 
fole Power, upon the death of any one or more of that 
numver, to inveſt in his or their room, fuch perſon or 
perſons as he ſhould think fic, of the Reformed Religt- 
on, with reſpe@ to their Age, their Birth, and Effare, 
with ſeveral other particulars, in reference to the Bay 
hs of Ciries, Prefidents, Advocates, Fiſcals, Marſhals 
of the reſpe&ive Quarrers, and all Military Employ- 

2nts, of which, a!] the Vacancies after the firſt Nomi- 
nation and Elefion of the Governour-General, were 
eo be, for the future, at his diſpoſal. And laſtly, there 
was the form of an Oath produced, which every one 
that were preſent rook without any ſcruple, and which 
all others were obliged ro take, Mitatis Mutandis, ic- 
cording 
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cording to their ſeveral FunRions. Laſtly, upon a Pro- 
poſal, whether ir were not proper to confer the Office 
of Governour-General , Caprain and Admiral-General 
of the Province, upon his Bighnefs and his Male Iſſue 
lawfully begotten; the Propofitiog was unanimouſly 
embraced , and the Dignity conferred without any 
farther delay. A ſtrange and happy Turn, from con- 
ſtrained” Servility, ro wi!ling and unanimous Submi(- 
itn "the one reſembling Fell, the ogher Heaven upon 
Earth. 

At the ſame time General Rabenhanst, with the Mi- 
litia of Friſe and Groxinghen, re-enfarced with the Re- 
giment of Burmania, having taken the Field, made 
himſelf Maiter of Northom, which he manned with (x- 
teen Troops of Horſe, and fix companies of Foot, and 
thence advancing into the Twent, took in ſeveral leſſer 
places, with an intent to clear thoſe parts of the Mun- 
{terians, ro which purpoſe he prolonged his March as 
far as Nyznhuy:. Preſently the Munſterians, upon no- 
tice of his abſence, ſurround No:thom again with five 
Regiments of Horſe, three Troops cf Dragoons, and 
thfee hundred Foot under M, General Nag:!, and beat 
the Our-guards' of the Garriſon. into. the Town. Of 
which Genera! Rabenbaupt baving intelligence, haſtens 
back t© the relicf of the plates and, forced the Enemy 
ro a ſwift retreat, with the loſs of. fixty men (Jain upon 
the place, and fifty taken Priſoners. The next day he 
returned to Nyenhiys, and becauſe he: was. reto:ived to 
make quick Work, gave order co fiye ſeveral Regiments, 
to ſtorm"the Town 1n fire fevera] places at oace. Which 
was done With that fury, tha. after, a quarter of an 
fours diſpure, the Enemy oe Sine: into the Caſile, 
which was only a Houſe environed with a ſingle Ram- 
part defended by two great Guns ; which the Aſſailancs 
purſuing their advantage , were juſt ready to enter, 
when the Enemy cryed for Quarter, and had it granted 
to the whole Garriſon, to the number of three hundred 
and rewenty Foot, and thirteen Officers; and two hun- 
dred and ſeventy Rorſe and Dragoons, and fifteen Offi- 
cers. General Ra4:xba4)t thus ſucceſeful, returns to his 
Winter- 
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Winter-Quarters, and diſperſes his Men ; which Nzge! 
had no ſooner notice of, bur he returns to Nye3b4ys, and 
recovers it again for the Biſhop of Iſunrſter. 

However, the Biſhop of M.nj3r not liking theſe un- 
certain Chances of War, or rather dreading, upon the 
approach of the Imprerialiſts, the loſs of his own, while 
he was invading his Neighbours Territories, makes his 
peace with the Emperour. Which fo diſcouraged the 
French in the Frontier Garriſons of their Netherland 
Conqueſts, not yer forſaken, that the Marques of Be!- 
lefonds, who ſfuccceded Marſhal & Humitrts in the go- 
vernment of thoſe Parts, reſolved to quit the reſt, un- 
der pretence of a greater neceſIny to preſerve their Ac- 
quifts upon the Rhine. Beſides, he had Intelligence of 


the Prince of Orarg?*s intended March into By25 2x7, | 


with thirty thouſand men, to joyn the Spazih Army 
_ of twenty thouſand more, So that the Marqueſs, 1n- 
ftead of fortifying, began to think of demoliſhing all 
the Places that remained under his Command. Tie! 


compounded for twenty thouſand Florins, to fave them- | 


fetves from Plunder and Conflagration, and two thou- 
fand for the preſervation of their Bulwarks. Zutpber 
agrecd for ſeventy thouſand Florins, and gave twelve 
Hoſtages : and the City of Arzh:im concluded with the 
French Treaſurer, for a hundred and fixty Florins, be- 
fides four thouſand Buſhels of Wheat and Meal, which 
they were obliged ro ſend to Graves. Deventer was al- 
ſo cleared by the Biſhop of Aunſter for Four chouſand 
Rix Dol!irs, and gave Hoſtiages. And thus the whole 
Province of Overyſſe! regained their ancient Liberty, 
under their Native and Lawful Soveraigns. Thereup- 
on his Highneſs deputed Commiſſioners ro make ſuch 
Alrerations 1n the Government as was requiſite for the 

reſent, and :o ſettle the Aﬀairs of thoſe Parts, till he 

ad leiſure ro make a ſecond Review, and compleart the 
Regulation of the French Diſcrders. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The King of France ſeemed highly to be off:nded ar | 


theſe Proceedings of the Marqueſs, cafts him quire ou: 
of his favour, ſends him back 1nto France, and as 1: 
were Exl!es him ro Boyrgsi's, commanding him not to 


appear | 
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appear ar Court. - Though others were of opinion that 
they were only Bravado's to conceal his Neceſitties, and 
that he was glad of thoſe re-enforcements to carry on 


* his Defigns upon Franchie Conte. However, all men 


aſcribed the Honour of theſe conſtrained Deſertions to 
his Highneſs of Orange; and well indeed they mighr, 
as betng the Perfon who like another Scipia, by carry- 
ing the War into the Enemies Country, had in lefs than 
rwo years time, compelled all the French Hannibals to 
quit his own, and to look after the main Chance. 

However, the King of France having thus loſt in one 
place, like the Sea, reſolves to gain in another, and to 
thar purpoſe enters with an Inundation of Men 1nto 
Franchie Conte. Where under the ProteQion and 
Guard of another Army as numerous as his own; com- 
manded by the Prince of Conde, in a ſhort time he took 
Becanſon, Dole, Malins, and made himſelf Maſter, accor- 
ding to his wiſhes, of the whole Province. 

Upon the Aſſembling of theſe two numerous Bodies 
togecher, his Highneſs the Prince of Orange repalrs to 
the Army at Berghen op Zoom 3 from whence he marches 
for Malines, and lay upon his Guard in Erabant, during 
all the time of the King of France's new Neighbourhood, 
Bur he being departed for Paris, afrer he had com- 
pleated his Conqueſt, with the loſs of many a brave Off- 
cer, and ſome rhouſands of his ſtouteſt Souldiers, rhe 
Imperialifis fall down to N2wurr, and by taking of rhe 
Caſtle and Dizant, having obtatncd a free paſſage over 
the Menſ?, croſs the River, and joyn with the reſt of rhe 
Confederates toward the end of July. At what time 
after a ſhort Conference between the three Generals, 
it was ordered that General Soxches ſhould lead the 
Van; that his Highneſs the Prince of Orange ſhould 
command the main Battle, and the Count ds Monterey 
the Rear-guard. In this order it was that the Confede- 
rates prepared to atrack the Prince of Cozde, who with 
an Army of Fifry thouſand men, lay encamped behind 
the River Pizton, to thwart the Detigns of the Enemy. 
On the other fide the Confederates being Sixty thou- 
ſand firong, reſolved ro draw the Prince from his guns 

an 
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and give him Battle; ro which purpoſe they marched 
direQly toward him ; being plentifuily ſupplied with all 
manner of Proviſions out of Brabant. 

Witrk this reſolution the three Armies arrived at Ni- 
z21, ar the beginning of Auguſt; where. they encamped 
for ſome days. But becauſe tney ſaw that the Prince of 
Conde made no Preparations ro come forth, but rather 
ſought to forrifie himſelf ro greater advantages within 
his Trenches, rhe Confederates thought it neceſſary to 
make their Approaches a little nearer to him; to try 
whether he would hazard a Battle in the open Field. 
To which purpoſe being arrived within five or fix miles 
of the French Camp, they laboured by all the ways ima- 
ginable ro draw the Prince of Cond? out of his Tren- 
ches. Burt all:in vain; for the Prince, whether ir 
were by order of the King, or the ettett of his own de- 
Iiberations, would nor ſtir. Thereupon ſceing ail their 
Pains proved incRicfual, they reſolved to atrack ſome 
place of importance belonging to the French, believing 
that the Prince wou'd iſſue forth ro relieve it, and that 
ſo they might compaſs Deſigns. 

With theſe Reſolutions of his Highneſs of Orange, 
decamped from Ser:f, and directed his March toward 
Birch. The Imperialiſis had the Van-guard, the Holland 
Army the main Battel, and the Spanizrds brought up 
the Rear. Moreover, by reaſon of the narrownels of 
the Paſſages the Cavalry marched on the left hand, the 
Infantry 1n the middle, and the Artillery together with 
the Baggage on the left. And to ſecue ilielr March, the 
Count of /a:zdemort was lefr behind with 4000 Horſe, 
and ſome Dragoc is. 

The Prince o: Cora: having Inte'ligence of this Move- 
ment, and knowing well the Cifticulry of the ways, 
throngh which the Confederates were to paſs, failed not 
to put his Men in order. | Ho-rever, becauſe he d:d nor 
think it fo ſafe ro cope with Confederates upon cqual 
Tera, , he therefore ler the Vanguard pals, and a goud 
Dart of The main Body ſome leagues before. Bur when 
he thought they were advanced fo far before, tht they 
could not return in time, he hea thought ic high cime 
ro 
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to fall upon their Rear-guard. Thereupon the Prince 
drew out of his Trenches, and march'd direly againft 
the Cavalry commanded by the Prince of Vaudemont, 
who finding himſelf in a Country where the Horſe could 
not ſo well a& their parts, by reaſon of the many Ditches 
and Encloſures, ſent to his Highneſs of Orange for rwo 
Battalions of Infantry, while his Horſe were engaged 
with the Enemy 3 thereupon his Highneſs ſent him 
three, under the command of the young Prince Maurice - 
of Naſſau. Being arrived, they were placed on the 0- 
ther ſide of Sen:ff, before the Cavalry, ina kind of a 
Thicket. . But foraſmuch as the whole Army of the E- 
nemy was now marched out of their Trenches, it was 
thought convenient to ſend for the Troops that lay on 
the other fide of the River which runs by Seneff; and 
then they planred the three Battalions of Foot, which 
were poſted before ia the Wood, cloſe by the Bridge 
of Seniff, over which the French were to paſs. There 
they had not been long, before the French attacked as 
well the Cavalry as the Dragoons and Infantry, bur not- 
wichſtanding all their fury, they could not force them 
to forfake their Poſt, ſo that the French were forced to 
quit their defign of gaining that Paſs, and made a 
Bridge over the River a little higher. So thar after 
they had by that means qa all their Forces toge- 
ther, the Confederate Cavalry was ranged behind the 
Infantry, yet o as they were ſtill ready to come vp to 
the Relic In the mean rime the Foot fired with 
great fury upon the French that had paſt the River, and. 
had made a great ſlaughter. Bur in regard the Confe- 
derates were very much ftreightened for want of 
Ground, and that the French fell in from all parts of 
the Wood, the Confederate Infantry was forced to re- 
coil, being overlaid by the numbers of the Enemy, 
which was the reaſon that they loſt ſeveral of their prin- 
cipal Officers. For here it was that the young Prince 
Maurice, who commanded the Brigade, was takenÞri-- 
foner with ſeveral other Oicers, and chat Ligutenant- 
Colonel Machwits was kliled. | 
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So ſoon as the Foot were retired, the French rigo- 
roully puſhed on roward the Cavairy, commanded by 
the Prince of Vaudemont, and the Prince of Conde be- 
gan to range his Men in Battel-array, ordering his Foot 
to march under the coverts of the Hedges and Buſhes. 
Thereupon-the Confederate Horſe were ordered to give 
them a home Charge. Which when they were pre- 
paring to do, they found a hollow way between both 
| Parties, ſo that they were ordered to wheel off to the 

right hand, and joya the reſt of the Army, for fear the E- 
nemy ſhould jnrercept their Retreat, and charge them in 
the Flanck. The French obſerving that, wheeled away 
ro the lefr, and made ſuch haſt ro charge that body of 
Cavalry, that the Prince of Vaudemont had only time to 
order the three Battalions of Foot to make head againſt 
the Enemy. This firſt Encounter proved unfortunate 
x0 the Confederates 3 for that the three Commanders in 


Chief of this —_— were all taken Priſoners, with ſe- | 


veral others of the greateſt Quality 3 as the Duke of 
Holſtein, the Prince of Solms and Permillac, who were 
Prifoners, and Mounficur de Largutrac ſlain. And th6 
all endeavours were uſed to Rally the four Battalions, 
there was no good to be done ; for they betook them- 
ſelves ro flighe, without diſcharging one Volley upon 
the Enemy. True it is that the Prince of Vaudemont, 
fhewed all the marks of an extraordinary Courage and 
Valour: but all his lahours were ineffcQual. And here 
It was alſo, that his Highneſs of Orange gave particular 
teſtimonies of his undaunted Bravery, leaving nothin 

omitted which the moſt ancient and moit experience 

Commander could have done : for he threw himſelf 
with his Sword in his hand before the daunted Fugi- 
tives, and by all the ways imaginable endeavoured to 
ſtop their thght, and with his own example to encou- 
rage them to renew th, Combat : So that he was often 
3a danger either of beiig ſhin or taken Priſoner. Bur 
there was no good to be done till they were got ut- 
der the Shelter of a Body of the Spanijh Borie, that 
was poſted ar the Foot of a lictle Hill berween them and 
the YUlage of T:y, Another Party of thyle — 
ÞY 
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joyned themſelves with fixteen Battalions of Foot, un- 
der the Command of the Duke of Villa Hermoſa, who 
when the purſuing French drew near, marched againſt 
them at the head of his Troops, and performed all thar 
could be expe&ed from a Perſon of his Valour and 
ConduR, in the deſperate condition of Aﬀeairs at that 
rime. The reſt of the diſmayed Confederates joyned 
themſelves with a body of Infantry, that was likewiſe 
pofted ar the foor of the ſame Mountain. 

On the other ſide the Prince of Conde, who was ad- 
vanced fo far in the purſuit, fell furiouſly upon the $p2- 
#iſh Cavalry, and the Foot which he had already driven 
thither for their ſecurity. Which cauſed the Marqueſs 
of Aſſentar to ſend for tour Regiments more from the 
foot of the Mountain to reinforce his Cavalry. Which 
the Prince of Conde abſerving, ordered five or fix Bat- 
talions of Infantry to advance, together with a Brigade 
of Horſe, and then dividing his conjoyned Troops into 
right and left Wings, charged the Confederate Horſe in 
Front, and put them into ſome diſorder. And here 
It was agaia thar the Marqueſs did the utmoſt he could, 
by his example, ro Rally his Men and reſtore the Fight, 
tl ar length, being wounded in ſeveral places, he was 
at laſt ſlain outright ar the head of his Troops. The 
Horſe being thus diſordered, fell foul upon the four 
Batcalions of Infantry, chat were ſent to their Relief, 
and put them likewiſe into-a great Confuſion, notwith-- 
ſtanding all the induſtry of the Duke of Villa Hermoſa, 
and the Prince of YVaud:mont to Rally them again; and 
not only ſo, but they diſordered the remaining part of 
the Infantry that lay poſted under the Mountaln, tho" 
Count W.:/decþ did all that he could ro unite them a- 
gain: But finding *twas all bur labour loſt, he charged 
the Vi&orious Enemy in Flank, with a freſh body of 
Horſe, which had jovned him bur a lictle before : And 
certainly there was all the reaſon in the World, to have 
expe&ed a good effe& of this Encounter, contidering. 
the Valour and Experience of the Commander, had 
he been well (econded 3. but being overlaid by the num- 
bers of. the Enemy, he _—_— hunſelf our of the _ 
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ley, after he had ſlain two of his Antagoniſts, hand to | 


hand ; and at length, bleeding from three Wounds, re- 
covered the r-{i of the Body. 

In the hea: of this hurly-burly, ſome of the Encmies 
Battalions had made themſelves Maſters of the Baggage 
belonging to the Hollar.s Army, and had pillaged ſome 
part. For the Waggoners, inſtead of barricading them- 
felves within terr Wagons, cut their Hortes Harneſs, and 


flew fuli ſpee:4 without ever looking behind them, ſome | 


ro BYuſſz!s, ſeme to other places, where they ſpread a 
report that ail was loft. And indeed the Prince had 
had a very great Advantage 1n this Bartle, could he have 
been contented with what he had already gained ; but 
his immetuous Narure would have all or none ; which 
happened co be his Fate at lengrh. | 

For afrer he had embarrelled ro ether his own Life- 
Guard, his Cuivaſſetys, and the reſt of his Troops thar 
lay behind, he advanced toward the main Body of the 
Confederates. commanded next under his Highneſs of 0. 
range by Prince Afayrice, rhe Rbjne-Grave, and Major- 
General /V2ne. Ar the ſame time General Sozches, who 
lead the Vanguard, and was advanced ſome hours march 
before the r« ſt of the Army, having 1ntell1gence of what 
had paſt, haſtcned buck with all- ſpeed, and by one of 
the Clock in the Afrernoon joyned rhe main Battle. Ar 
what time his Highneſs advanragiouſly embattelled the 
"Teperialifts and Spanievds in the lefe Wing, and gave 
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the right to his own Men: Ard then jt was, that the | 


F nt renewed with more Fury and Vigour than ever. 
he Duke of Luxembzrgh commanded the right Wing 


of the Frexch, and the Duke of Nozailles the left; for | 


-the Marqueſs of Rocbfort, the Chevalter Tour3les, and rhe 
Count of fon? a7 were all chree wounded already. 

The firſt Conteſt of the French was the molt furious 
that ever was known, during the whole War : Honour, 
Harred, Revenge, Hope and Qeſpair were the Incentives 
of their Valour on boch ſides. Hope of Viftory anima- 
red both Armies, and both <qually deſperate ſeemed c- 
qually reſolved rather to. dye than be overcome. His 
Highne(s the Prince of 0ravge, ſhewing himſelf " all 
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places, omitted no pains upon an occaſion ſo important, 
that might conduce to ViRory ; ſometimes throwing 
himſelf 1nto the thickeſt of his Enemies, to the palpable 
hazard of his Life. And the Souldiers being animared 
by his example, fought with Emulation to out-do one 
another ; fo thar ir may be truely ſaid, that they with- 
ſtood the imperuous ſhock of the Enemy with a re- 
ſiſtance not to be expreſt. Which having diſappointed 
the Prince of Conde's expettarions, he endeavonred to 
wheel off his Men to the left; but Mr. de Farjaur, a 
Perſon of approved Valour, and Major-General of the 
Holland Army, being ſent with ſome Squadrons of In- 
fantry, ſeconded by the Count of Chevagnax, who com- 
manded a Bartalion of Imperial Cavalry, to prevent that 
deſign, withſtood rhe French with ſo much bravery, that 
they were forced to retire; and upon that, the Count 
ſent for four Pieces of Canon, with which he annoyed 
the Enemy much more. General Seuchrs flung him- 
ſelf into the thickeſt of his Enemies, and gave thoſe 
proofs of a more than ordinary Valour, which he was 
always wont ro do upon the ſame occaſions. The 
Prince of Lorais did no leſs, as he that was ſeen feve- 
rai times to fight at the head of the firſt Ranks, though 
not without the loſs of ſome blood, he was at length 
forced to retire out of the Fight. Prince Pio, who 
was drawn up with with his Brigade near the Village of 
Sentff, accompanied with the Marqueſs of Grana, and 
the Count of Starembargh, after he had fignalized him- 
ſelf by many brave exploits, was wounded 1n the thigh 
with a Musker ſhot. Bur for all thar, the Marqueſs of 
Grana, and the Sons of Genera! Souchrs behaved them- 
ſelves (o valiantly at the head of their Squadrons, that 
the French Switzers could not gain upon them an 1och 
of ground, which contributed very much to the enſu- 
ing ſucceſs of the Battle. 

In the mean time the Prince of Conde charged the 
righr Wing of the Confederates with his Cuiraſſeers, 
and the Troops belonging to the King's Houſe ; but to 
as little purpole : only that about ſeven a Clock 1n the e- 


vening he broke through rwo Squadrons Foot that were 
i drawn 
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drawn up in a Meadow art a diſtance. But ſuch was 
then the ſignal Service which Frince Mazrice did the 
States, that he ſtopped the Imperuolity of che Enemy, 
and prevented any farther Diſorder on that fide, with 
no lefs ConduR than Courage.. The Rbine-Grave alſo, 
was fo far from coming behind any of thoſe, who be- 
haved themſclves with the moſt undaunted Bravery, 
that it may be truly ſaid , His Courage and Condut 
'were not a little contributory to the happy event of the 
Fight ; till he was at length conftrained to quit the 
Field by reafon of a Wound which he received. Na- 
jor-General Vax?, and the Situr de Vilamire, having 
given ſignal marks of their approved Valour, were 
borh mortally wounded and died of their wounds. 

Thus the ' two Armies fought till night, with an Ob- 
flinacy on both fides hardly to be paraltel'd, though 
the Ficld were all ftrewed over with the Bodies of the 
flain and wounded. While the Combatants covered 
wich bloud and ſweat, encouraged one another the more 
by the fight of ſuch a diimal Spectacle. You might 
fee whole Battalions on both fides, ſometimes recoil- 
ing, bur then in an inſtant ralited by the good ConduR 
of their Leaders: Among whom his Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange was ſtill the firſt, who ſhewed himſelf in all 
the heat of ARion, encouraging his Men by his magnani- 
mous Example. He was attended al{o by the Prince of 
Friſe, a young Gentleman of about twenty years of Age, 
who foughtall along by his Highneſs's f:de, in the rhick- 
eſt throngs of the Encmy, and performed all thoſe Dy- 
ties of a Souldier which could be expected from a Prince 
fo young, ſo valiant and genorous. 

And thus the Fury of the French, which at the be- 
ginning thought to have ſwept all before them, about 
ten a Clock at night began to abate ;, the French Infan- 
try, of which they had loft a conſiderable part, draw- 
ing cff ar a diftance, notwithſtanding all che endeavours 
of the Prince of Cone to have brought them on agaia. 
So that the Prince, fearing ſome farther miſchief might 
befal his Army, gave orders alſo for the Horſe to re- 
We; anly leaying certain Squadrons of pom 291 
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hind to ſecure their Retreat 3 which he likewiſe after- 
wards drew off, ſo ſoon as he found the remaining part 
of his Army ſafe; leaving by that means the ViRory 
and Poſſciſion of the Field and Battle ro his Righnefs the 
Prince of Orange ; who,two hours after the Retreat of the 
French drew off his Army alſo to their appointed Quarters. 
However, he left Monfieur de Fariax all that night in 
the Field to obſerve the Motions of the Enemies ; who 
fo ill digeſting the rude Entertainment the day before, 
were ſo ſar from making any farther Attempt, that the 
Prince of Conde only left ſome few Dragoons in his old 
Quarters, and retired three hours March up higher, fear- 
ing the purſuit of the Confederates. 

Thus ended this bloody Battel, wherein the Confe- 
derates had the worſt at the beginning, bur carried a- 
way the Victory at the Concluſion ; For on the Enc- 
mies fide were ſfain feven thonſend Men outright, be- 
fides the wounded, of which the Prince of Conde tft 
above own thoutand five hundred 1n the Viilages round 
about, upon his leaving his old Quarters at Pzeton. On 
the ſide of the Confederates, the whole number of Slain 
and Wound, taken Priſoners and Deſerters, did nor a- 
mount to above fix thouſand five hundred in all : be- 
fdes that of the laſt, ſeveral that were diſperced and 
ſcattered from their Companions in the heat of the Med- 
ley, ſoon after returned to their Colours. 

It is ſaid that there was a Letter intercepted from 
the Prince of Coxde to the King of France, wherein he 
gave him an account, That upon a gentral Review of his 
Army, be found bimſelf but in a ſorry condition, as baving 
lot the Flower of his Inſantry, and the bet part of bis 
Horſe, and thereſore did not think bimſelf ſtrong enough to 
bazard a ſicond Encounter. Which was agreeable to 
the Liſts of the Slain and Wounded on the French fide, 
For nor to reckon the Wounded, the Liſt of the Slain 
in the Fr:ncb Army, contained, 


The Marqueſſes of Chauws!an, 
De Clemerant, 
De Bourgon, and 
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De Miers. 
Three Counts. 
Two Cornets of the King's Guards. 


Above forty Officers of the Guards of the King's 


Body. 
Forty three Officers of the King's Regiment, 
Fourſcore Offixers of the Queen's Guards. 
Three Regiments tora!ly ruined. 


Seven hundred Switzers of the King's Life-Guard of 


Foot. 
Nine Colonels. 
Eight Licutenant-Colonels and Majors. 
_ hundred ſixty five Captains, beſides inferiour Of- 
cers. 


In the Liſt of the Slain, on the ſide of the Confede- 
rates, were, 


The Marqueſs of 4ſſent r. 
Major-General Vane. 

The Sieur de Viilanaire. 

The Steur 4e Laxgerac. 

Five Colonels. 

Four Litcutenant-Colonels. 

Several Captains and inferiour Officers. 


So that it was no wonder that the Prince of Conde ac- 
knowledzed the 1!l plight of his Army, after ſuch a 
flaughter of his beſt and ſtouceit Officers; a lols far 
more irreparable than ten fold the number of common 
Souldiers. So that had ic not been for the Advantage 
which the Fr:xch had art the beginning of the Fight, 1c 
is much to be queſtioned whether the Prince of Conde 
muit not have been forced ro have been the unfortu- 
nate Meſſenger himſe!f of an abſolute D-feat. Nor was 
the taking of the white Standard of France (which was 
afterwards with greac Solemnity hung up in the Church 
of the Carmelites in Bra7zls, richly embroidered with 
Gold and Silver, with a Sun in the middle paſling 
through the Zodiac, with this havghry Motto, > _ 
tabit 
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ſtabit Eunti) a mean argument of the Confederates Vi- 
Rory. Al which redounded to the eternal Honour of 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, and which was no 


| more than General Souches himſelf confeſſed in his Let- 


ter to the States, in theſe, amongother words : 


« T have endeavoured to diſcharge my Duty in atiend- 
«© ing bs Highneſs the Prince of Orange, daring the Bloody 
« and Famous Battle between the Confederate Armies and 
« that of the Moſt Chriſtian King ; the bappy Iſſue of 
« which 12s proved ſo much to the Glory of the Prince of 
« Orange, who ſhrwed u0n that occaſion the Prudence of 
« an Aged Captain, the Courage of a Czfar, and the un- 
« daunted Bravery of a Marius. Al! which, my Lords, 
{© I (prak without Flattery, which is contrary to my Nas 
'* fare. 


The next day after the Fight, his Highneſs marched 
by Mens, wich his whole Army, and took up his head 
Quarters at St. Gi/aine, where he was recruited with 


' five Dutch Regiments, and the Imperialiſts removed to 


Dueveraint, where they lay ſtill without any conſider- 
avle Action, ti] about the eleventh or twelfth of Sz- 
drembey. | 
In the mean time General R2benhaupt undertook the 
Stege of Graves : Which, conſidering the Scituation of 
the place, the ſtrength of the Garriſon, the plenty of 
Proviſion and Ammunition with which it was provid- 
ed, the furions Atracques of the Befiegers, and the vi- 
gorous Refiſtance within, rendered ic one of the moft 
memorable Sieges that have happened for many Years; 
and the more remarkable, for that it could not be ta- 


' ken, t!l his Highneſs the Prince of Orange was at letſure 


to ſet his helping hand to its Reducement. 

The Garriſon conſiſted of ninery cne Companies of 
Foot, amounting In all ro four thouſand Mea, and nine 
Troops of Horſe: The Sieur «e St. Lou?s, an ancient and 
experienced Souldier, commarded th Horie 3 and the 
Marqueſs ds Cramilly, a valiant and cxpert Captain, was 
Governorr of the Tonn; »hoertilo were found four 
| nur.cred 
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hundred and fifry Pieces of Canon, of -which a hundred 
were mounted .upon che Bulwarks;- beftdes an infinite 
quanticy of Powder, Corn, Granado's and other Warlike 
Ammunition 'for the Frerch had made a Hoord in thar 
place of all that chey had brought away from their de- 
ſerred Conqueſts. 

Before this Place, as being a great Aonolance to ail 
the Neighbouring Parts, General Ra52nhaupe fate down 
with about rwenty Regiments of Foor, and fome Horſe, 
ſoon after-reinforced with three Regiments of Foot and 
two hundred Horſe mder the Command- of D. Fobn az 
Pimentel, from the Prince of Curſand 3' and after that, 
with rwo Regiments of Horſe from the-EleQtor of. Braz- 
d:n>yrgh, under the leading of Major-General Spaces ; 
Hundivtch lodged himſelf behind the great Damm, on 
thar fide next the Veſþ; as Gulſirine alſo did, on that fide 
next O-275/ſel: the Braxdenbargh Horie lay more toward 
the Ea, ro prevent Relief from getting inro the Town : 
and rhe General himfelf made his Approaches as far as 
the Caftle of YVegeſac- And thus the Ciey being ſur- 
rounded on every fide, the Stege was carried on with 
no leſs Violence by rhe Aﬀailants, than vigorouſly De- 
fended by thoſe within. | 

In the mean time his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, 
to2cther with the Imperieiifs, lay quartered upon the 
Borders of Haynazlt, and being now well recovered 
from the diſorder of the fate Battle, began to think 
of farther Aﬀion : To which purpoſe, when the great 
Convoy from Bruſſels was arrived, rogerher with the 
<paniy Army, conſiſting of eight thouſand Foor, be- 
ſides Horſe and oons, his Highneſs decamped with 
the whole Army, the rwelfch of S:prember, and 'crofied 
the River Haine by Tournay and 4th, from thence de- 
figning for Audenerd. In the mean time two Reg/- 
ments of Foor, and two thouſand five hundred Horie 
approaching neer to Gaznt, were fent t2' break. down 
the Bridges of Deynſe and Har!ro:be, upon the River 
Lee, and fo ro rerurn to the Army. The fame eycn- 
js2 the ſaid Regiments. were put a2oard feveral Bar- 
ges, with all forts of Ammuatrton and es + 9 

gether 
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gether with five. hundred Pioners, and (ent away to 0u- 
denard, beingifollowed by a Body of twa thouland five 
hundred Horſe , which. poſted themſelves that night 
before the Town, and ſhut up all the Paſlages to, the 
Garrifon on that ſide. - His Sghneſs the Prince of 0» 
rang?, and General Souches arrived at the ſame time, 
and rook up their Quarters, the Prince in the Abbey 
of Exame, and the Count- of Souches on. the other {ide 
of the River at Leupegem and: Ejare.z: and the Shepiards 
under the Marqueſs of Villa Hirmoſa, at Bruires and 
Movezem. There was in the Town four. hundred Ger- 
*.775, fix thooſand Switzers, one thouſand French, and 
four hundred Horte, under the Command of the Steur 
a: Roſquaive. And now the Confederates having fi- 
niſhed their Approaches, were already Maſters of the 
Counterſcarp, when the Prince of Conde being decam- 
ed from B:aumont, began to approach with his whole 
Army, conſiſting of forty thouſand Men, with a reſo- 
lurton to give the Confederates Battle, if he could nor 
otherwite relieve the Town. Thereupon it was,the Ad- 
vice of his Highneſs, to. make, ready without delay, and 
meet the Enemy, while they were yet weary and tired 
wich a long march. Bur this magnanimous Reſolueion 
took no effec, by reaſon thar General Soucves was nor 
to be ſeen ail that day; fo that. the Army was forced 
to continue in thelr Lrenches. Ian the mean time the 
French advanced on-the other fide coward. the Imperial- 
its, . Bur the Count of Soxchts, inſtead..of ranging his 
Mer in- order to e Baztle, drexy our, of his Trenches, 
and crofies:the River 1n-fo muck haſt, that ke Icfr ſome 
Pieces of Canon. behind him, - which his Righnels 
had ſent him, and «bich his. Bighneſs was forced to 
recarer- not- Withour ſome . danger.  Thereupon the 
Prince of Gena? - having his. way Gpen, entered the 
Town wdyper: of his Arms. And ccriawly he might 
have had-a great advemaze to have cut oft the Com- 
munication ber v6en the Confederates, hed not a thick 
Fog, thatfci} of a ſudden, prev we, mis dtllgh, 

His Highnels £14 reore, coltiaertuyg the condition of 
Aﬀairs, thovghr ic pot iafe ro hazerd is Army any 
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longer in that place, and therefore marched afrer the 
Imperialijis and Spaniards, whom he overtook within 
a League of Ozdexnard. There his Highneſs drew up 
his Army, while the Prince of Conde having paſſed 
with all his Forces threagh 044:xard, embarteled hts 
Men at the foot of the Mountain of the Trizity, be- 
tween the Ciry and the Confederates. Bur 1n regard 
there was a narrow Paſs between both Armies, where 
ſix Men could hardly march a breaſt, which would of 
neceſfity diſorder and endanger the breaking of thoſe 
that maderthe firſt Aﬀault 3 thar was the obitacle that 
prevented the Battle ; while the Confederates were un- 
willing to begin the Confli& at ſuch a diſadvantage, 
and the Prince of Conde thought he had done enough 
to relieve the Town. Thereupon the Confederates, 
finding the French reſolved to keep their Poſt, drew off, 
and rook the Road toward Gaxnt, for the conventency 
of Proviſion. Bur here General Soachts gave his High- 
neſs another occaſion of Diſtaiie, for that inftead of 
following the reſt of rhe Army, having the Reer-guard, 
he wheeled off a quite contrary way 3 fo that his High- 
neſs was forced to ſend ſome of hts own M<n co ſecure 
his own Retreat. 

In this Diſorder and Diſtraiop, cauſcd by the 7n- 
perialifis, his Hignneſs finding no more good to be 
done, reſolved to march back to Graves, where his Pre- 
tence would be more neceſſary, becauſe of the Sicge, 
leaving Count Waideck ro Command the Army 1n his 
abſence, where he arrived the ninth of Of-+:r, with 
fixty Corners of Horſe. His Highneſs's Preſence gave 
new Courage to the Beftegers. Nevertheleſs, ſuch was 
the Rrenuous and reſolute Defence of the Belicged, thar 
notwithſtanding the datly Arracques of the Aiſailants, 
and that they were- reduced co drinx Water for want 
of other Liquor, they held our ti'] che twenty fifth of 
Offozrr; at what time Chamilly finding ſuch wide Brea- 
ches in the Fortifications, nwch- more widened by the 
lucky blowing up of a Mine, thar ſer fire ro a great 
number of Granzdo's 1 the Bryzs-Port, and made a 
large Breach 1n the Cottrt-jFay, fo rnat It would be im- 
poiſible 
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paſſivle for him to hold out againſt a general Storm, 


that was intended the next day; firſt, defired a Ceſſa- 
tion of Arms for three or four hours ; and within that 
time, took an occaſion ro bear a Parley. Upon which, 
Hoſtages being given on both ſides, and Commytſio- 
ners ſent forth ro Treat, the Surrender of the Town 
was at length agreed upon honourable Articles 3 and 
thus ended this Year's Campaign. 


1675. 


He beginning of this Year began with the grateful 
# © Acknowledgments of the ſignal Services which his 
Highneſs che Prince of Orange had done them, in re- 
deeming them from the Calamities and Miteries which 
they had ſuffered under the Tyranny of a foreign Ene- 
my. For which reaſons, they offered him the Sove- 
reignty of the Dutchy of G+e/ders and County of Zat- 
phen, under the Titles of Duke of Gue/dirs, and Count 
of Z+tohen. Bur his believing that his Acceprance of 
thoſe Dignities would bur creare Jealoufie and Miitruft 
in ſome, ard others would infer from thence, that he 
only ſought to Aggrandize himſeif by War ; there- 
fore ro convince the World of the ſincerity of his In- 
rentions, he deemed it more proper to refuſe thoſe ad- 
ditional Honours ; but being ac the ſame time offered 
the Command of Governour-Hereditary of the ſame 
Province, he readily accepted of that, and after he 
had raken his Oath, made thoſe Alterations in the Go- 
vernment, as ſuired beft to the Reformation of thoſe 
Diſorders which the Poſſefſion of Lawleſs Enemies had 
introduced. No leſs applauded for ſerling the Civil, 
than managing the Military Concerns of his Country : 
which it was high time for him again to look after, 
and that with the ſooneſt, in regard of the continual 
Alarms of the King of France's Reſolutions early ro take 
the Field in Perſon, this Spring. To that purpoſe, he 
was continually preſent at all the Grand Conſultations 
for carrying on the Summer's War, the toil of which 
Deliberarions laid him tn his Bed for a time, under 
8-1 the 
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rye unfortunate Delay of the Small-Pox, which was tlie 
the more lamented in him, becauſe it had before pro- 
ved fo fatal to his Relations, in the' Perſons of His Fa- 
ther, his Mother, and the Duke of G?octfer; bur'by 
the Care and good Managment of an able Phyfictan, 
and certa;n peculiar Remedies ſent him by rhe  EleHor 
of Sraxdcn5argh, his Highneſs recovered, to the nniver- 
'a) Joy of che United Netherlands RI NONE. 29 
And now being abroad again, he haſtenced ro the Ge- 
n:ral Rendeſvouz at Ryſindar! ; for the Ring of Frafce 
being now upon his March for krabart, there was # ne- 
ceſfiry for the Prince to attend his Motion : More efpe- 
ciaily L535rgh zcing Beſicged by the Marques of Rerh:- 
{sr:, required (peedy Relief. To which purpoſe, His 
Righteſs removed with his Army from Dxffel, and joyns 
the Dukes of Zynenbargh and Lovrain ar Gengeſt, with 
2 Re{olution to raiſe the Siege. And tt might have 
come to 4 Royal Batrel beeween his Highneſs and 'the 
Ling of Fraxce himſelf, ( for that the King, Who then 
Ly encanped near 3:atricht, hearing of the Prince's 
Marcit, re-paſſed the Meyſe and Vifer, to oppoſe Ris De- 
fon ) but that the Town, not able to withſtand” rhe 
nuzbers of the Frexch, was forced to Surrenderſooner 
than was expected. 0 
After the taking of Linbargh, rhe King of Frenc? 
encamped near Tiliemont, waſting all the Counrry + 
bout Lovain, Bruſſels and Malints, and fam he would 
have been at Levain itſelf, but thar his "Highneſs, to- 


gcther with the Duke of Vills Hermoſa, warched him. 


fo narrowly, that he would not venture ro - metdle wach 
jr. So that ſeeing there was no more good to be done, 
contented with his Atcheivement of Limiurgb, he re- 
turned ro Pars, leaving Conde to attend the Prince's 
Motions, as the Prince had arrended upon him. 

And indeed thaſe rwo wary Generals warched one 
another ſo we:l, that neither could 'get any advancage 
of the other. But Conde was ſoon after commanded 
jJnro A(at;z, .upon the lofs of Tureane. And now: the 
P:r:nce had ro do with a new General, the Army being 
lefr ro the Command of the Count 4? gs an" : 
who, 
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who, though a-Captain go leſs wary than his Predecef- 
ſour, yet his Highne(s had this advantage of him, thacr 
he kept him from diſturbing the Leaguer before Treves, 
fo thar at length -chat City, after the fatal and utrer O- 
verthrow of Monſieur Cr:q43, fell mto the hands of the 
Inpirialits.. 

It may be wondered that his Highneſs and Monſteur 
de Montmoyency ſhould lye fo near rogerher, almoſt with- 
In View. one of, anocher,. and yer no more conſiderable 
Action-paſs berwcen-them. Bur Yontrorency well knew 
that France had already received rwo deep Wounds, by 
the loſs. .of her chaiceſt” General, and Crequi's Army, 
and- therefore was unwilling, ro hazard a third, thac 
perhaps,might prove,more 'morrat: Which was the rea- 
ion. that he ſuffered 8i9:k to Surrender to his High- 
neſs at Diſcretion ;, a Garriſon of three hundred and 
fifty Men,. and a great quaniticy of Proviſions, almoſt in 
View. of che Army : The Fortifications of which, his 
Highneſs afterwards cauſed to be undermined and blown 
upy io render.it unſerviceableto che Enemy, © Bur it ap- 
peared. afterwards, that Montmorinty had no Orders to 
give hs Righnefs Battle 3 and therefore, though upon 
the approach of ten thouſand of the French Cavalry, 
as his Highneſs had reaſon to ſuſpe&, wich an intenti- 
o@- TO attacque his Rear-guard, he had drawn up his Ar- 
my-in a+ large Plain, where it was eafie tro have come 
ro-@ fair and equal Encounter ; the wary Marſhal would 
not advance, but retreated without making the leaſt 


--Artempt.; ſo that his Highneſs finding the time of the 


Year :far (pert, broke up his Army and returned to 
the Hague. 


1676, 


© dreadful and fo innumerable were the Miſeries and 
.Calamities of War, that now for ſome Years roge- 
ter had harraſſcd and depopulated the greateſt part of 
Furepe, thar ſeveral Princes began not only to Compal- 
fronare her Miſeries, but made it their Buſineſs to ftu- 
dy the moſt proper means, and moſt probable, ro pur 
I 4 2 
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a ſtop to the rapid Violence of inceflant 'Misfortunes, 
under which the affiifted People daily knguiſhed : 
However, little Progrets: could be made 1n fo glorious 
a Work, and fo benefixial for the Common Good of 
Chriſtendom ; til ar Jeagth his Majeſty of Great Bri- 
taiz, Cberies the Second, having concluded a Peace 
with Heard, {hewed himfelf'no lefs zealous to - ex- 
t:ngutſh the General Conflagration, :and to procure an 
Univerſal Peace-amongſht all the Chriſtian Princes, which 
Exroape fo much wanted. To which purpoſe, raking 
upon him the noble and- high: Offce of a Mediator, 
there was nothing .« hich, þe;omitred, no Stone that he 
left unturned, to induce others to follow his Example. 
Many were the OMſtructons, and many the Delays of 
Stare PunGitlios, that for {oe time retarded his De- 
{ixn : But ſuch was his Royal Care, and tadefatigable 
Diligence ina removing thote' Obſtacles, ani giving Sa- 
tizfaHon to the diſcording: Intereſt, that funding ro 
way we!l to refute the Mediation of io great a Monarch, 
epoen whoſe Juftice and Prudence they had ao lets rea- 
ſen to rely; all the contending Parties agrecd to ſub- 
mit to his Umpirage : And Nimegbern being the place a- 
greed upon for the Treaty, thither the Plenipotentia- 
rics began, coward the beginning. of the Year, to re« 
pair from ail. parts, as to the general Rendeſvouz of 
Peace. So that War: and- Peace might ſeem; to have 
vouchſafed each other now: an Interview, .and to be 
at a kind of Civil Strife, which ſhould get the upper 
hand. 

However, in regard all Parties flood for Honourable 
Terms, the Preparations for War were cafricd on with 
no leis Vigour. againſt the Spring, then if no ſuch thing 
as Peace had been.1a agitation. So- that his Highneſs 
the Prince of Orange had  Winter-Employment enough 
to get his Army ready agamfſt the Spring : For it was 
eafie t5 ſee that there would need a powerful Oppofi- 
tion againſt che Common Enemy, ſo ſoon as the Sea- 
ſon ſerved. And indeed before the middie of April, 
the French began to form conſiderable Muſiers under 
Marſhal Cre34i near Charittille; and Marſhal & Hun ieres, 
having 
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having got together a Body of fifreen thouſand Men 
near Courtray, took the Field, with a deſign to have 
fallen into the Country of Wats ; but being repulſed 
from thence, he forced his way 1ato that of Alz57, and 
put all the Inhabicants under Contribution, the $p.- 
xi.r4s5 being too weak to refiſt him. 

This haſtened his Highneſs the Prince of Orange's 
March from Roſtndae! to joyn the Duke of Villa Herme- 
ſa, which- he did ar Cambron the twenty fixth of A- 
pri. Burt before this, Marſhal Cy:qui had ſurrounded 
Cone with an Army of ſixteen thouſand Men : Upon 
the News of which, the King of Fraxce hafined from 
Paris, followed ſoon after by the Duke of Orleans, and 
bringing with him a Re-inforcement of ten thouſand 
Men ; the Town was fo furiouſly battered and ſtormed 
on every (ide, that the Garriſon was forced to Surren- 


| der ar Diſcretion, not able to hold out againſt ſo pow- 


erful an aſſailant, notwithſtanding that his Highnels was 
marched as far as Granville roward their Relief : But 
there underſtanding that the Town was taken, he made 
a Halt; and direRing his March towards Mons, poſted 
himſelf not far from Eſþinlirrs, while the Duke of Villa 
Hirmoja lay at Nez, and obſerved the Motion of the 
Enemy, The King of France having given Order for 
Repairing the Forrification of Ca»d?, and put a Garrt- 
ſon of three thouſand Men into the place, ordered the 
Duke of 0Or{taxs, with the Forces under Marihal Crequi, 
which were abour fixteen thouſand Men, to Befige Box- 
chaixe, a (mall, but ſtrong Town, ſeated berween Cam- 
br2y and Va/tnciennes, and which guarding the Com- 
munication between thoſe two places, for that reaſon 
was furniſhed with a good Garriſon, under rhe Com- 
mand of a Govournour who had the Repure of a ſtout 
and able Souldier : Nevertheleſs, the Siege of this place 
was no ſuch difficule Task for the Duke with ſuch a 
Force, in regard he lay ſecured by the King himſelf 
in Perſon, who had undertaken with his main Body, 
to keep the Dutch and Sp42:ib Armies all the while 


in play. 
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To this purpoſe 'the Kitig 'encamped himfelf at Se- 
drgh, berween the Hain and the Sch?idt, exrending his 
Army as far as Kiearain and Moufoott, 'ro prevent his 
Highne(s from gerting near Boxchain. Withal, he” or- 
dred Marſhal 4” Hymitres to lye with nine choufand Men 
upon a!l the Paſſes over the Sehelat, berween Conde and 
Sr. Amant, to hinder any relief that way. 

On tlie ocher fide, Nis Highneſs, after he had muſtred 
hi; Army, . which he foune to be five and [twenty thon- 


- 


fand Foot; and fixreen thoufend Horſe, and-receiveda- 


Convoy of Provifions from Braſſ*is; which the Counr'of 
Af2 tat, with five thouſand Horie, being warched 5y-che 
Marquefs of Montpo2ilzn, in 'vaift endeavoured t5 1h- 
rercepr, decamped. from 3'ons, and 'marching withour 
Bear of Drum or Sound of Trumpet, in t:v0 long Bates, 


the Spanizrd on the fight, and the Ditch Army on the - 


leſr, with the great Gans and Proviſion in the middle, 
eacamped the nexr day between Perwer and Baſdetes, 4- 
bout riiree Mes from Conde. Ar the fameTtime his 
Highneſs fent the Prince of Fardemort with 2 thouſand 
Foor and three choufattd Horſe, to tecure the Faſlage 0- 
ver the Sthe!d? near Co21?, and withal, commanded rhe 
Duke of Ho!3rin to paſt by Mars with fifreen hundred 
Horſe, and two Regiments of Infantry, 'to poſt hnaielf 
near Kitc7ain, on purpoſe to amuſe the French, and 
make them believe, rhar che whole Army was upon their 
march on that fide, while he might be thought ro lead 
the Vangunrd. | "YE ORCS FOTÞY 

Upon this, the Ring apprehending leſt the Enemy 
ſhoold find a paſſage on'the S2h!id:-fide, ro raiſe the 
Stege of Bouchain,decamped from S25rgh and Kirov an, 
and paſting tlie $:br{47 riear the Abvey of Exame, en- 
camped his Army in view of Pater nes, where Marſhal 
@ Hunizyes alfo joyned him after he had quired his Poſt 
vpon the Schetdr. 

In the mean time his Highnefs, having intelligence 
that the Frexch defigned ro poſſeſs themſelves of a Hill, 
that lay near to Valenciennes, paſſed” the Srhe1dt about 2 
League below Conde, marched with all hafte on the ſide 
of V2!:nciin:'s, and having made himſelf Maſter of = 
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Mill, by Ten of che-Clock in the, Morning, . immediately 
ranged his whole Army.in Batcel-array, which the King 
of Frence perceiving did the like. The Frexch had the 
Wood of St. Amaxt upon their Left: Wing; and the 
Confederates upon | their | Right-Wing-. the: Wood of 
Vicogne, where they poſted . Three Thouſand Foot to 
fecure themſelves on that. fide. And. now, rhere being 
nothing bur a large Plain between, both Armies, le was 
generally expeed that a Bare] would have enſued. In 
order to which his Highaeb ſhewed himiclf ar the Read 
of every . Regiment, eniening.ta.that. degree the Cou- 
rage of the Souldiery,. chat they. threw. up: their Caps, 
and with loud Acclamations te{tified their eager defires 
ro engage the Enemy. Burt. tho! both Armies had ſtood 
thus drawn up alt tat Evening and the next day, the 
French forbore to advance; ſorhar the Prince of Orange 
having encamped his Army.to avoid ſurprizes, was. re- 
folved hamfſelf the next day. to have attacked the King, 
while, a Derachment of Twelve Tiouſand Men endea- 
yaured to relieve the Town ; but underſtanding in the 
mean time that-che Place was taken, he alterd his refo- 
turn. -Nevertheleks both. Araves ſtill lay in view one 
ef anorher near Valenciennes, nor would his Bighnels ſltr, 
tillche{ King-of France afrer he had wrote to Paris the 
great News of his Cangquett of Boxchain, firſt decamped, 
tearing <0 the Prince the ;Hogor to have dared the who!te 


Power and Fortune of Frazce; fo that if the Confede- 


rates loſt a ſmall Town,the French loſt the greater Honor 
of acccpring (o brave a Challenge. 

No ſoorer. was the. King of France decamped, but his 
Highne& followed him at the heels; and underſtanding 
by lus Quarterjng between Gyamont and Niveve, - that 
the King's deſign was. co fall into, the Province of Aloft ; 
his Hiphocſ ſent Antonio. d' Agurta. with a confiderable 
number of Horſe and Dragoons to fecure all the Paſſes 
and Bridges. upon the River.Dender, which they did in 
view of the Frexch; by. which means his Highneſs ha- 
ving -ſecured- thoſe Parts. the Ring- returned back to 
Kiteyrain, which he ordered likewiſe to. be fortified, as 


if he had had a deſign upon Yaj;nc:nnes. Upon _ 
the 
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the Prince bronght his Army to Lombeeb and IWambeeb 
not far from Braſſels to atrend the King's motion. In 
which pofture both Armies lay till the beginning of 7s- 
{y without any confiderable Aion. Bur thea the King 
of France returning for P2735, after he had given the 
Command of his Army in the Spanijh Netherlands to 
Marſhal Schomoeirgh, His Highneſs the Prince of Orange 
fate down before Me{tricht, On the other fide, Scham- 
bergh by way of diverſion ſends away the Marſhal a" H- 
miers, with Fifteen Thouſand Men to lay Stege ro Aire, 
a City ſeated 1n the Province of Artoys, and very ſtrong, 
as berng environ'd on three ſides with a deep Marſh. 
So that there was no way but one to come at it, which 
was defended by a ſtrong Fort, fortified with co Its 
than five Baſttons and a More, This Fort d' Hamiers 
eaſily made himſclf Maſter of, the Commanter within, 
not having Men ſufficient ro oppoſe the Frezch Num- 
bers ; after which he ply'd the Town to thick with his 
Bombs and Granado's, that the Houſes raking fire, and 
the Towntmen growing impatient of their Loſſes, beat 
a Parley before the Governor knew of it, and conftrain- 
ed him to Surrender the Town, upon ſuch Articles as 
they had confented to 3 which -were fo much the 
more to their advantage, in regard that they heard the 
_ of Viiiz Hermoſa, was upen his March to raiſe the 
tege. 

Ai this while the Prince of Orange had lain before 
Maiſtricht, which was begire on every fide, as well by 
his own, as the Confederare Forces of the trince of Of 
n29%ug1, and ſome few Troops of the EleQor of Bran- 
denburgh and Duke of Newburgh, . &c. To every one of 
which when His Highneſs had affigned their Quarrers, 
he rook up his own at Smeermacs on Raremond-fide. A- 
mong the reſt, the Exgiih under three Colonels, Fen - 
wi:h, Widdrington and Ab!izy,.ro rhe numver of Two 
Thouſand Six Hundred Men, beſides Volunteers and 
Reformed Officers, prefenred a Petition to his Highnels, 
wheretn they beſoughr him, Tbat all of tvtir Nation 
might be aſſien:4 4 particular Daarter, and be commanded 
apart, that if thiy behaved themſelves like Men, they _ 
ate 
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here the Honour due to their Atchiezements; but if 1 
that they might bear aloxe the Ignominy of their Cowar-, 
aizes there being no reaſan why they ſhould ſiffer for the 
miſcarriage of Others. This Petition was readily grant- 
ed by his Highneſs, who thereupon ordered the Engliſh 
a ſeparate Poſt,over againſt his own Regiment of Guards, 
on that ſide next Bozs le Dube Gare, under the command 
of Colonel Fenwick, as being the eldeſt Colonel; nor 
were they worſe than their words, 2s appeared by many 
deſperate Atracks, wherein they ſignalized themſelves 
with more than uſual Valour, during the Siege. | 
And indeed never was any Stege carried on againſt 2 
ſtour Defence with- more Vigor and Reſolution, his 
Highntiſs continually anjmaring the Soldiers by his Pre- 
ſence, and reaching them contempt of danger by expo- 
fing his own Perſon to that degree, that he received 


.one day a ſlight wound'in his Arm. at what time the be- 
fieged thinking to have ruined his Works, were repulſed 


by the Regiment then upon the Guard, So that 1f the 
Succeſs of the Siege had depended upon the indefati- 
gablediligence,the undaunted courageand more than cre- 
dible vigilancy of the Prince,his Highzeſs could not have 
failed of ſucceſs in his Enterprize. Bur there were two 
reaſons whereſore his Highs:{s could not make himſelf 
Maſter bf the Town (6 ſoon as otherwiſe he might have 
done ; for firſt the River was grown © ſhallow, that he 
was forced to ſtay ſome days for his great Guns from 
Ruremond for want of Watcr. In the next place, tFe 
Forces which he expeded from the Biſhop of Maunſttr 
and Dukes of Lyunenbaurgh, never came to his aſſiſtance. 
Marſhal Schomb?r2h therefore, having received poſitive 
Orders to relieve the Place, -and bejng now advanced to 
that purpoſe as far as Tengres, his Highneſs called a Coun- 
cil of War, to conſider whar\wvas to be done, as the ſtate 
of his Aﬀairs ſtood. Ar what time, after they had de- 
Hhared the condition of rhe Army, which was nor above 
four and twenty thouſand at the firit opening of the 
Trencnes, now much leffened, but more wearied and ti- 
red out by continual labour and watching 3; that it 
would be impoilivle fo to ſtop up the Paſlages and Ave- 
nues 
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nues to the Town, onthe Wyck-fide, but that the French 
would put relief intd the place, do what they could, be- 
ſides thar-it was impoſſible for the Horſe to ſubfiſt in 
the Trenches for want of Forage, They concluded ro 
raiſe the Siege. To which purpoſe, his Highneſs order'd 
the Horſe ro joyn Count Waldech, and (ent away his 
great Guns, Proviſion and Ammunirion, with his fick 
and wounded Men; by Water +to Ruremond, ſtanding 
himſelf with his Foot drawn up in Batrel-array, ti! the 
Boats were our of danger, and then marched to Loema- 
k:n, where he encamped wirh his whole Army ; to try 
whether the French would yet in the hear of their ſuc- 
ceſs, hazard the Fortune of' 2 Barrel: - Bur rhe Marſhal, 
well ſatisfied with his having relieved the Town, avoid- 
ed any farther Aﬀion; to: thar- his Highneſs drew off 
from Loenaben. and marched to'St. Tron ; where he gave 
leave to the three t».2/i9 Regiments and nine of the 
Datch, who had toſt ſuffered during the Siege, to return 
no Holland and recruit their Loſſes, 

From thence his #72 hx:fs tireed his March toward 
Fancbe and Pertaife, the Duke: of VMa Hermoſa leading 
the Van; the Duke of Ofta5:rgh the Main Battel, and his 
Highne(s the Rear-guard. Thereupon Srhoambrrgo fob 
towed them as far as Wart'n, thinking to have done ſome 
EXCcution upon their Rear 3 upon which, the Confede- 
rates drew op 20 a Rifmg Ground between Z2nche 
and Pertviſe, believing chat 'at lengch the French 'were 
coming on to give rhem Bartel. Bur beitg deceived in 
their hopes,his #igbneſs marched back tb Warts: ; where 
nov deeming the Cn2ige to be art an end for this 
Year, he left the Army under the Command of ' Count 
Wa!deich, and returned for Hollani#. Where firſt 1n che 
General Aﬀemi!y of the Starters, he gave an Account of 
the Summer's Expedivion, ſo much to cher Lordihip's 
ſatisfaction, that rhe Preftdent ſolemnly congratulated 
his fafe rerrun, and rettcted htm thanks of the whole 
Aſſembly for rhe preat Pains and To\l which he had 
undergone for the good of the Republic 3 and after- 
wards repeating the ſame Acconnt in the Aiſembly of 
the States of Holland, the Penſftoner Fage! made him 

new 
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ner returns of Thanks for expoling his Perſon to (o ma- 
ny Hazards and Dangers for Preſervarion of the Provin- 
ces, for which they could. nor but, acknowledge them - 
ſelves erernally abliged tous Gare and Condut. 


oP HE Campaign being thus ended, all,Men were now 
in great, hopes of Peace ; and, chey who were moſt 
defirous of. it, were willing to, drazy Reaſons for the ne- 
ceſſiry of a General Compoſure, . from.the Condition of 
the Patentares of Faroe at that rime, whom they conclu- 
ded to be all alike, do wearied and exhauſted with the 
continual. Depredattens and  Expences of a long War, 
that they, would be readily inclined to take Brearh. Bur 
beſides that the ſecret Springs chat move the bulky Ma-, 
cheens of. Kingdoms. and States, never diſcover then:- 
ſelves withourfide the Frame, we generally find that ir 
!s more cafie ro kindle than to quench a Conflagration, 
and that Swords once draxn by feycral particular Inte- 
reſts, befides the general Motive, are not {o {oon ſhearh'd 
again. Ir requized-more than one Winter to regulate all 
the Preliminaries of the Grand Aſſembly at Ninmeghen. 
S that notwichitanding all the ſerious pains which his 
Majeſty of..Great Britazntook, there was little hopes of 

*eace, hefore the next Spring. At what tive the Loſers 
would be forced to ſiir, and the Winners confiding in 
Fortunes favours, would be ſure not to lye Idle. 

- Nor were thele Conjecures in vain : for no ſocaer 
was the | New Year hegun, :lio' it were the depth of 
Winter, but-the Frizcb Forces were upon their March 
towards the Spaxih Nethertunds ;, and in a ſhort time all 
the uaportant Places round. about Yalencitnzes, Cambray, 
aad Sr. Qmers, were fo thronged, with the French 
Trqops, -4zat thoſe three Cities were in a manner blokr 
vp at 4.diflance. Nog were the Frexch afraid to give It 
out, thar they wouid be Maſters of rwo, 1f cor more Pla- 
ces of Importance,. before their Enemies could be in a 
cond3tioa to take the Field. | 


rd here 1t was calie to obſerve the great advantage, 
that 
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that Men who being all under the Command of one 
Chieftain, are governed by his ſingle and immediate Or- 
ders, have over thoſe who aQing ta Confederacy, meet 
with a thouſand delays of differing Counſels, remper of 
Nations, negligence or impoveriſhed Alliance, while the 
iingle Perion that has Power, has nothing to impede his 
Determinations, bur his own Will. 

The King of France, therefore having once fixed his 
Reſolutions, which were to add to his Conqueſts in the 
Shanich Netherlands, haſtened thither all his Forces, as to 
cheir Center, with ſo much ſpeed, that by the firſt of 
Marth he had environ'd Valenciennes with an Army of 
berween Fifty and Sixty Thoufand Men,under the Com- 
mand of the Dake of Laxemburgh, and the Count of 
Afontal, and four days after arrived himſelf in perſon at 
the Camp. | 

Valenciennes 1s 2 larpe and fair City, founded, as they 
fav, by the Emperor Val:ntinizn, for the fake of the 
Air, and the fertility of the Soil. Ir 1s ſeated In the Pro- 
viace of Hainault upon the Schelat, which runs through 
ir, together with the little River Rovel, which gives it the 
advantage of drowning the Country upon one fide of ir : 
ſo well fortified befides, that formerly it was thoughe 
1mpregnable. 

Within the Ciry was a Garriſon of two thouſand Foot, 
S»oaniards, Wallgons and Ttalians, with avout a chouſand 
Horſe and Dragoons,. under the Command of the Mar- 
queſs of Resburgb, Brother to the Prince of Eſpinoy. 

The King of France being arrived at ilic Camp, viſi- 
ted the ſeveral Poſts, viewed the City, and gave Orders 
where tro open the Trenches, and raiſe the Batteries 
which were brought to that perfeQton 1n a few days, 
that che French were advanced to the G1a:/s or ſlooping 
of the Counterſcarp of a Crown'd Horn-work, which 
was one of the main Defences of the City. Bur then 
the King, unwiling to loſe time 1n a methodical way of 
raking the Out-works, gave Orders to ſtorm the Horn- 
work in four ſeveral Places at once, in the Morning by 
eight of the Clock ; and to facilitate the Aſſault, com- 
manded that the beſieged ſhould be kept walking - oe 
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Night before by flinging Bombs, Granado's and Fire- 
Pots into the Town ; which had the defired effeRt. For 
the next Morning the beſieged being tired out with the 
Night's toyl were gone to their Repoſe, leaving very few 
to guard the Works. So that the Afailants carried all 
before them, won the Counterſcarp and Horn-work, and 
royned the great Guns upon the Town 3 which pur the 
beſieged into ſuch a terror, that they ſurrendred imme- 
diately ar diſcretion, and the French became Maſters of 
the Town, almoſt before they were aware, with very 
little lofs, and none of any Quality, except the Count of 
Bouylemont, At the ſame rime the King perceiving the 
French and Swiſs Colours upon the Ramparts, gallopp'd 
up toward the Town, and gave ſtri& Command to for- 
bear pillaging or doing any other injury to the Inhabj- 
rants. But another chief reaſon rhar the Ciry was ſo 
ſuddenly taken was this, that the Marqueſs of Risburgh 
was wounded at the beginning of the Stege, fo that he 
was forced to keep his Bed. Which was the reafon 
thatthe King gave him his Liberty to go to Bryſſe!s,there 
to make his Juſtification. The reſt, ro the number of 
between two and three Thouſand, were all made Prifo- 
ners of War. 

The King having thus won Valenciennes, immediately 
fate down before Cambray, with one part of his Army, 
commanded by the Duke of Luxemburgh, and begirr 
Se. Omers with the other pare, under the leading of Mar - 
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Cambray is one of the moſt ancient Cities of the Lows 
Countries, founded in the time of Servius Hoſtilires, buc 
the Caſtle was built by Charles the- Fifth : :So that the 
S12niards have always had a very great care to preſerve 
ir, This was the firft Place that Cladorzys, King of 
France, conquer'd after the loS of: Three and fifry thou- 
ſand Men on both fides. It 1s: a Town'of preat Trade 
for fine Linnen Ctoath ; and had been in the Spaniards 
hands above Fourſcore Years. There was 1n 1t & good 
Garriſon of One thouſand four hundred Horſe, and fout 
Regiments of Foot, befides rwo Tertias of Veteran 
S>2njards, under the Command of Don Pedro 4: _ 

1 - 
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l: the Governor, Thus borti'{jdes prepared for Defence 
and Offence z bur rhe” Church was #& Pile of fuch Vene- 
ration, that rhe Cha10n5 coming forth of the Town,made 
their Addreſs to rhe King, and beſought him nor to level 
any. Shor apainſt rhetr Cathedral. Which beinhg' readily 
condeſcended ro, , no ſaoner were the Lines of Circum- 
val/ation and Countervallation finiſhed , but the King 
gave order for the ſtorming two Half-Moons on the Ca- 
file-ſfide ; of which the numerous French having ſoon 
made themſelves the Maſters, preſeatly began to under- 
mine the Ramparts. Which putthe befieged into ſuch 
a Conſternation , that they beat' a Parley , and ſoon 
after Surrendred the Town, upon Honourable Ar- 
ticles z the Churchmen making their Capitulacions a- 
part. 

But though the Town were thus taken the Caftle it11! 
held our; whither the Governour, taking the advantage 
of the Ceſſation of Arms, had in the mean rime given 
order for the Carzon,and ſuch Ammunition as he rhoughr 
neceſſary, to be removed. He alfo cauſed all the Hor- 
ſes belonging to the Cavalry to be killed, excepring ren 
for every Troop, and o retreated to the Caftle with all 
his Souldiers, before the French had notice of jt, refol- 
viog the Frezcb ſhould pay dearer for the Ciradel, than 
they had done for the Town. So that the King was 
forced as it were to lay two Sicges to one Place. - Nor 
was the Caſtle ſo cafily nor fo ſuddenly taken as the 
Town. For while the King was about ro make his ap- 
proaches with his wonted fpeed, he was conſtrained ro 
fiop for ſome time, 1n regard chat not only the French 
Pioneers were driven from their Works by the beſteged, 
ina Salley which they made to prevent their approaches, 
at what time the Count &” Auvergne was wounded in the 
Head, and the Commiſſary of the French Artillery killed 
wich a Cannon-Buller ; bur a!fo, for thar the King, upon 
advice that the Prince of Orange was upon his march to 
the Relicf of Sr. Omers, was conſtrained to fend away 
the Duke of LC;x:imbargh with a great part of his Ar- 
my to reinforce his Brother the Duke of Orleance, who 
then lay before the Town, and had already begun his 
Batteries, . For 
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For the News, of. ie, King of France's great Succeſſes 
at / alenciennes. and 4mbray, and his Progrefs at St. 0- 
»27s had fo alarum'd. all che Netberlands, that his High- 
nels the Prince . of , 0rarge.was, compelled ro take the 
Field, perhaps ſooner than he intended, confidering the 
greatneſs and . danger of the Enterprizc which required 
'o much ſpeed before the reſt of. the Allies could be 
ready. , To that purpoſe, having Rendevouz'd his Ar- 
my near.7pre, conſiſting chiefly of the Hol/an Forces, 
and ſome few, Troops drawn out. of the Spanih Garri- 
ſons, he ſet forward upon the ſeventh of April, and the - 
ninth arrived at St. Mary Cle when he underſtood 
that the Duke of Or{rance had drawn off the greateſt 
part of his Army, (leaving only ſome few Regiments for 
the Guard of his Trenches, and to keep the Town as ir 
were blockt up) and was encamped dire&tly in the Road 
to St Omers. However, the Prince reſolved to continue 
his march, which was very troubleſome, by reaſon of the” 
many. Lanes .in his way, ſo that he could not advance 
any farcher all the next day, than to a ſmall River called 
Pent, on the other ſide of which he perceived the Ene. 
my. Thereupon he conſulred his Guides, and ſuch as 
pretended very well ro know the Country, who all af- 
ſured him, that there was no other pallzge to Bacg, . 
which was adjudged the only Place by which relief 
might be put into St. Omers. And that was the reaſon - 
that he reſalved to, paſs the River and attacque the Ene- 
ms. Ta which purpoſe, he cauſed new Bridges to be 
made, andthe old ones, which the Enemy had broken, 
to be repaired in the Night-time, and by break of day - 
croſſed. the River with that ſpeed, that his whole Army ' 
was got over before the French perceived It. But then 
nothing ſo much. perplexed the Prince, as to find there 
was yet another River, between the Enemy and him, 
contrary to what his Guides had informed him. So that | 
a'l his care was how to paſs the ſecond River 1n view of ' 
the Enemy ſo nigh at hand, and all drawn vp ready ro 

give batrel. However, he made himſelf Mafter of whe 

Abbey of Pienes, on the other ſide of the River, and 

todg<d his own Regiment of Dragoons therein, thipking. 
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to have paſſed the River on the right-hand. But the 
ground was ſo inrercur with Dikes and Hedges on that 
ſide, that he was diſappointed that way. Nevertheleſs, 
the Enemy having received a reinforcement of fifreen 
thouſand Men, gave him occafion' themſelves ro come 
to blows with them, by quirtitng an adyantageons Poſt to 
attack the Abbey z where the Dragoons made a ſtour 
and long reſiſtance, and ar length being reinforced with 
ſome Battalions of Foot, conſtrained the Enemy to re- 
treat. Afﬀeer which the Prince drew off his Dragoons, 
and ſet fire to the Abbey, to prevent the French from 
raking poſſeſſion of ir. In the mean time the French 
wheeled off their Right-Wing, to charge tn Flank the 
Princes Left-Wing, which lay ſecured by ſeveral Hedges, 
where were poſted rio Barralions of Foot, Ar what 
time the Prince obſerving the Enemy to be reinforced 
on that fide with freſh numbers, ſent three Barralions 
more to the aſſiſtance of his own, and to guard the Plain 
behind the Hedges. Bur the two firſt Regiments ſhame- 
= quitted their Poſt, ſo ſoon as che Enemy drew near, 
ſo thar the other three Regiments not having time to pur 
themſelves ina poſture of defence, when they ſaw the 
firſt Regiments by, they likewiſe gave ground, and diſ- 
ordered the Squadrons that lay there ready to relieve 
them. Upon which the Enemies Cavalry advancing, 
and being ſeconded by their Foot, put the Prince's Horſe 
2lſo to a retreat, though not far. For being tmmedi- 
ately rally'd again, they fell on with freſh courage, and 
in rheic curn repelled the French : but then the French 
Infantry advancing, made rhemſclves Mafters of the 
Hedges where the Prince's Men were poſted before ; ſo 
that his HighneG perceiving, that if his Men were char- 
ged both in Flank and Front at one time, they could nor 
be able ro make any long reſiſtance againſt an Army fill 
relieved with freſh ſupplies, drew off his Forces in good 
order, repaſſed the River and retreated to Steenword, 
and thence ro Poperdi»gue, the Enemy having had ſuch 
bad ecatertainment from the Prince's Righr- Wing , 
commanded by Count Waldeck , that they had-no 
_=_ re to purſue ; and this was the Ifiue of the _ 
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But certain it is, that the French were much more 
numerous, than they were thought to have been, as ha- 
ving received the night before the Fight, a great rein- 
forcement from the Army before Cambray ; fo that by 
the report of the French Prifoners, rhe Prince that day 
withſtood no -lefs rhan thirty nine Battalions of Foor, 
and a hundred Squadrons of Horſe. And as certain it is, 
that rhough the loſs on the Prince's ſide were very con- 
fiderable, yer that ſeveral Squadrons and Battalions of 
the French were very courſly handled. Inſomuch that 
they who ſpeak moſt impartially and modeſtly of the 
Fighr, ſcruple not to ſay, that if the Prince's Left-Wing 
had Fought with equal Courage to the Right, and Main 
Barrel, the French would have loſt much more than they 
did. Bur it ſeerhs there were in that Wing a new raiſed 
Regiment of raw Souldiers, who were the occaſion that 
his Highneſs did not reap that Honor by this Batrel 
which his Prowefs and his Condut deſerved. For as 
to himſelf, all fides agree, thar he performed whatever 
could be expeRted from a Prudent, Couragionus and Da- 
ring Leader. Ir is faid of him, that jn the Main Battel, 
which he commanded in Perfon, he did Wonders, lead- 
ing on his Men at the Bead of his Troops to the charge, 
encouraging them borh by his Exhortations and Ex- 
ample, and hazarding himſelf to that degree 1n rhe miſt 
of the Enemy, that he received no leſs than two Musket- 
ſhots in his Armor. Of all which the States-General were 
fo ſenſible, chat in anſwer cohis Le: ter, wheretn his High- 
neſs gave them an account of what had paſſed, they 
wrote him another, wherein they returned him their 
unfeigned thanks for the grear Care and indefatigable 
Pains which he took for the Service of his Country, not 
ſparing his own Perſon, of which they beſoughr him to 
be more tender for the furure, confidering how 1mpor- 
rant the preſervation of his Highneſs was to the preicr- 
vation of his Country. Which 1f any fimiſter accident 
ſhould happen to his Perſon, ir was to be feared 
would relaps again jnto its former Mifery and Confufſ:on. 

Upon the retreat of his Highneſs, the King of Frazce 


carried on the Siege of the Citadel of Cambray with - 
t:3e 
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the vigeur-imaginable: and ir: fell-out unluckily for the 

beſieged; that: one of the: French:Bambs 4ightiog+into 
one of the: Magazines where they. kept, their-Granade's 
and other Warlike Ammunicion;/.ſet the whole, on fire. 
Nevertheleſs, rhey failed-hod ro anke 2 :ſtbur defence, 
and recompenſed-their-loſs: in ſome-meature with the 
death of the -Marqueſs'of Rexel; one of the King's Licu- 
tenant-Generals ; killed with a Connon-ſhort from the 
Caftle. Bur ar length the French having made ſeveral! 
breaches in : their Works, and the Governour | himſeif 
being wounded; they were forced to fubmit tothe con- 
tinual Attacks of : a numerous Enemy, and to-ſurrender 
upon honourable Articles, >. . 

Buras for the Duke 'of Or/:2xs,. notwithſtanding. his 
ViRory, | he was ſo afraid; leſt the Prince of Orange 
fhould make a ſecond Arrtempr ro relteve St Omeys, that 
he durſt not quit the Field, but ſtood upon his Guard 
for eight days together. before he returned to the. Lea- 
guer. Buru ding that /his Highneſs had paſſed 
the Canal of Gaurt with his Force, he ſat. down a {econd. 
time before 'the Town with his. whole Army, and after a 
vigorous refiſtance that coſt nmthe loſs of. ſeveral of 
his beſt Officers, ar length conſtrained the behheged, tho' 
much againſt the will of the Ichabirants, to ſurrender. 
upon Articles. 1? 70 . 

Afﬀrer the raking of theſe : Towns, the heat of rhe. 
French fury was: over, and>they who-were ſo early to- 
offend others were contermed altrhe reft of the Summer 
to defend themfelves, dodging and hovering at the heels 
of che Enemy, but not daring -tho' often challenged co 
adventure the hazard of a pitcht Field, 

For by this time on the one fide the Prince of 0- 
raxge had recruited his own: Army, and-the ſeveral 
Auxiliary ſupplies ſent from the Biſhops of Munſter and 
Oſnahrugh, the Dukes of Zell and Woljenbattel, re-entor- 
ced with ten thouſand. Horſe and Foot under the Duke 
of Villa H:rmaſa bemg come up +ro the RendeZvouz. 
near Alnfi, they all joyned rogether, and made a For- 
midahle Bady. On the other fide the Duke of Lor- 


in being come to Poxt 4 Mouſſor with a powerful Ar- 
my 
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my threatnedthe Invaſion of £bampaigngs i Upon. which 
the Ring of 'Fregce xerurncd to Paris, cleaving Crogqui to 
oppoſe the ' Dake of | Laryan 5c and: Laxendurgh to ob- 
ferve-the motions of the Prince of Oranges Who upon 
the ewenty third of: Fly, diflodging with his whole-Ar- 
my ('for the Confederates had-ail ſubmitted; ro his Con- 
du&, chough the Duke of Villa Hermoſa and the Biſhop 
of Oſnabwrgb 'were both: there in! perſon ); ſet: forward 
from - Aloft, ro'mrack the French then lying under the 
Walls of 4th. But the Duke of Larembareb was fo ad- 
vantageouſly poſted ' before two ſmall Rivers, - that his 
Highneſs 'did 'not rhink 1; convenient to-force him in 
his Faſtneſſes. However, he formed 2 volant-Camp of 
berween' eight and nine thouſand men, to prevent the 
French from haraſing Flanders on-that fade next Brughes 
and Ojttnd ; | and finding he could not draw-the Duke 
of Luxemburgh to-a Battle, he direted his march for 
Chav!ryoy, and it an 1nftant beleaguered the Town. 

Chariooy is a very regular Fortification; begun by the 
Marqueſs of-C aft?! Roavige, - which the . Spaniards had 
demolifhed. inthe year 1667. but: the Freneb repaired 
it afterwards, and made it one- of the ſtrongeſt Holds 
in all- thoſe parts. The Garriſon conſiſted of between 
four and five thouſand men-under the command. of the 
Count of Monta!, a Souldier of great Reputation : and. 
the French mittcuſting rhat his Highneſs had a deſign up- 
on the Torn, had furntthed-1t with all manner of Am- 
munition and- Provifion, and- ſuch a- number of grear 
Guns, that the Governour had ſent away a good part of 
them, together with the . Wamen and Children before 
the Place was 1nveſied. 

So ſoon as the Duke "of Lyx/mburgh had Intelligence 
that his Highneſs was fate down before the City, he 
drained all the Garrifons: of the French Conqueſts, and 
having made up a Body. of: Forty» thouſand men, de- 
camped from. Ath. and knowtng that the Confederates 
muſt have all cheir Forrage from the Country that lics 
beyond the Sambre, he poſted himie)f on the other fide 
of the River ſo adyantageouſly, having a Wood upon 
his right Wing, and @ River before him, that there was 
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.”; no forcing his Trenches. Which he did not ſo much to 
" raiſe the Siege, as to weary the Befiegers, who he knew 
could nor ſubfiſt without Forrage. All which his High- 
neſs conſidering, and withal that if any Difaſter ſhould 
happen by his affailing the French, in regard the[Garri- 
fon of Chay{eyoy would not fail to ſeize upon all the Fords 
and Paſſapes of the Sambre, contrary to the opinion of 
the Spaniſh Generals, he drew off his Army, and retired 
to Sombreff : not minding fo much the Murmurs of the 
Spaniards as the preſervarion of his Army, wherein con- 
fiſted the ſafety of his Country ; though no man living, 
on this fide raſhneſs, more daring than he, when he ſaw 
there was any likelihood of prevalling. 

His Highneſs thus obſerving that the French had no 
other defign but to keep him from laying Siege to ahy 
conſiderable place 3* and that he could not draw them 
to2 fair Battle, without which there was no preat ad- 


vantage to be gained upon them, drew his Army near to | 


Bruſſels, and there leaving it under the Command of 
Count raldrch, returned to the Hague, accompanied by 
the Earl of Ofſory, Don Car{os, the Duke of Albemarle, 
and ſeveral 'orhers. Where after he had given the 
Srares General an Account of the Campaign, and the 
reaſons that obliged him to quit the Siege of Char{eroy, 
and to decline giving Battle to an Enemy fo ſtrongly 
poſted, their Lordſhips returned him thanks a ſecond 
time for his wary and prudent ConduQ, and beſoughr 
the continuance of his Care and Teal for the common 
Intereſt. 

Nor was it long after the return of his Highneſs, be- 
fore the occaſion was made publick that brought theſe 
Engliſh Nobility ro the Prince's Court. For at a meet- 
ing of the States General on purpoſe aſſembled, he 
gave them to underſtand, that his Uncle, his Majeſty of 
Great Britain, Charles the Second, had earveſtly 1nvited 
him into England, in hopes that his preſence in thoſe 
parts would contribute very much to the Peace then in 
Neporiation , and be orherwiſe- advantageous to the 
Srares : offering them withal whatever other Szrvice he 
could do them for the publick good. His __ 
00 
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took his leave of the States, and of all the reſt of the 
Colledges, upon the ſeventeenth of Oftober, and comi! g 
ro Helverſluys, attended by the Earl of Ofſory, Mr. 0- 
dy:b, the Count of Naſſau and ſeveral others which 
made up a numerous and Princely Train, there tuok 
ſhipping in one of the King's Yachts; of which there 
were four, together with three Men of War thar lay 
ready to attend him, while Admiral Evertſen was order- 
ed ro wait upon him with ſeveral of the Dutch Ships 
that lay at the Tex?!, and landed the nineteenth by ren a 


- Clock in the Morning at Harwich z where the Duke of 


Aib:marile and the Matter of the Ceremonies being rea- 
dy to reccive him in his Majeſttes Coaches, conducted 
him that Evening to [p/wich, where he was received by 
his Majeſty himſelf, and his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Torb, with all che Teſtimonies of kindneſs and affe&ion 
inaginable. Upon the twenty third the Prince with his 
Majcſty and his Royal Highneſs arrived at White-Hak, 
where che Lodgings appertaining to his Royal Highneſs, 
were prepared for his reception ; his Royal Highneſs 
retiring to St. F;mes's, Upon the Sunday following, 
the accultomed Solemnirics being paid ro the Birth-day 
of his Royal Highneſs, the Prirceſs Mary, Eldeſt Daugh- 
tcr to the moſt Nliuftriovs Duke of 7orhb, his Majeſtics 
only Brorher, firtt appeared 1n publick, no lets ſplendid 
in Magniticence of Ravi, than charming with the Luſter 
of her Native Beauty. And becauſe the Lord Mayor's 
day was then approaching, the Lord Mayor, attended 
by the A'dermen and Sitcrifts of London, went to White 
Ha not only to welcome his Highnefs into England, 
bur to invite him, together with che King and his Roy- 
al Highneſs, ro the Solemnity of their Feaſt : Which 
was then deſigned to be more than —_ Magnificenr, 
in regard it was then paſt report, that his Majeſty of 


Great Britain had caſt his Eye upon the moſt Heroick 

Prince of Orange, as the fitteſt March among al!l the 

Princes of Euros, for his moſt I'luſtrious Nezce, the 

Preſumprtive Heireſs of three Great Kingdoms: and for 

that the City was then to entertain all rhe Supream 

Grandeug and Glory of the Britih Monarchy, 
L 
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What yet was only Report, ſoon after confirmed by 
the King himſelf, who coming inco Council, upon the 
firit of November there declared his deſtgn of Marrying 
ro the Prince of Orange, the Princeſs Mary, Eldeſt 
Davghter to the Duke of 7:rþ , who ar the ſame inſtant 
appearing in Council, reftified as well his conſent ro 
the March, as the great affection which he bare the 
Prince, whoſe Merits were ſo highly deſerving. Both 
his Majeſty and his Royal Highneſs at the ſame time de- 
claring that they hoped the March would trend to the 
Conſummation of that Peace, of which his Majeſty was 
refolv'd to labour the Accompliſhment as far as the In- 
rereſts of his Rindoms would permit. Upon which the 
whole Council went in a Body to complement the Prin- 
ceſs, and then the Prince himſelf ; as did alſo after them 
the reſt of the Nobility of the Kingdom ; beſides that 
the News being ſpread into the City, ſet the Bells a ring- 
Ing, and kindled Bonfires in all the High-ftreets of the 
City,in teſtimony of publick joy and ſatisfaRion. 

Of the conclufion of this Match, his Highnefs forrh- 
with gave notice by a particular Expreſs, of which this 
was the purport. That in conſederation thty bad teſtified 
their earneſt wiſhes to ſee bim married, aftey often be had 
well weighed the Reaſons which induced bin to it, in 
conſormity to their deſires, and the good of thtiy State, 
he thought be could not do better, than to mabe bis Ad- 
dreſſes to the Princeſs Mary, Flat Daughter to the Db? 
of York; that he had riqueſtea bir in Marriage both of 
bis Majefty of Great Britatn, and his Rojal Higunef ber 
Father, who had condeſtended to his Propoſal ; and theres 
ſore deemed it but juſt to give them notice of it, expecting 
ru retarn their ſpeedy Approvation, that be might the ſoon? 
vaſten again to their Service. 

[pon this, the States General aſſembled rogether, 
and after they had duelv weighed rhe Reatons of Scare 
upon which the Match was grounded, and rhe fair Ad- 
yanrages accruing from it, tending to a confirmation of 
the ſtri&t Union berween his Majcfty of Great Britain 
and the States of the Uzited Provinces, the Eftablith- 
ment of the ancient Houſe of 07.:7g8, and to fairly pro- 
niyng 


—_ 


William Prince of Orange. 119. 


miſing a concluſion of the ſo-long-wiſhed-for Peace ; 

afrer they had conſidered all this, and the Choice his 

Highneſs had made of a Princeſs, who beſides her innate 

unparallel'd Goodneſs, was endued with all the Vertues - 
deſirable in Sacred Wedlock, by a publick Edi& teſti- 

fied their Approbation in all the Terms of Satisfa&tion 

that words could expreſs; declaring alſo their high E- 

ſteem of (9 great an Alliance, and protefiing their real 

and ſincere Reſolutions ro obſerve 1t ro the utmoſt of 

their Powers. 

This Anſwer and Approvation arriving at Covdor 
the 14th of November, which fell our to be his Highneſs's 
Birth-day, the Marriage was ſolemn1zed rhe ſame day 
at eleven a clock at night, and that with {o little noiſe, - 
that the People knew nothing of 17 till the next morn» 
ing. The Biſhop of Lon19n performed the Ceremony, 
who when he came to the uſual Queſtion, WÞo gives 
this Lady ? His Majeſty anſwered in Perſon, I dos. So 
that the next day, being the Fifth of November, was a 
double Roly-day among the People, nor only upon the 
uſual occaſion, but to teſtthe their preſent joy for the 
Concluſion of ſo Glorious a Match 3 trom whence they 
promiſed themſelves ſo much of furure Happineſs. 

However, in the midit of all theſe Nupttal Joys and 
Careſſes, the Prince. well knowing how necetlary his 
Preſence was in Holand, made all the haſte he could to 
return. So that he departed from London the 25th of 
November, together with his Princeſs, and landed ar Ter 
Heyde, from whence they went to Hauxfl:ardybe, where 
they ſtajd till they made their Publick Entry 1nto the 
Hague. Which they did in a few davs after with a 
more than ordinary Magnificence. For befides tifat the 
twelve Companies of the Eurghers were in Arms drawn 
up under their diſtin Enſigns, the Bridge of the Hague 
was adorned with ercen Garlands, under which were 
written thete Words : 


UXORI ET BATAVIS VIVAT NASSOVIUS HECTOR 
AURTACO ET PATRLIE VIVAT BRITANNICA 


PRINCEFPS. . 
Having 
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Having paſſed the Bridge, they were met by four and 
ewenty young Virgins, that walked two by two on each 
fide their Highneſſes Coach, ſinging and ſtrewing green 
Herbs all the way, When their Highneſſes came before 
the Town-Houſe, they paſt through a Triumphal Arch 
adorned with Foliage, and Grotesſco Work, with the Arms 
of both their Highneſſes, and over them two Hands 
claſp'd rogether, with this Motto : 


AURTACT HIS THALAMIS BATAVIS DOS REGIA 
PAX EST. 


From whence croſſing over the ' Market-place into 
the Hoogiiraet, another Triumphal Arch ſtood ready e- 
reed to receive them with theſe Words ; 


INGREDERE AUSPICUS B ATAVIS FOELICIBUS 
AULAM, 


T paſs over the Martial Ceremonies of Vollcys, diſchar- 
cs of Cannon, Fire-works the moſt Exquiſite that Arr 
could invent, the Bonfires in the form of Pyramids and 
Caſtles, and other Solemnities, that were at vaſt Expen- 
ces beſtowed upon this Nuptial Entrance, as being more 

po for a Relation than a Hiſtory, Ir ſuffices that 
' hardly more could have been added to expreſs rhe Joy of 
the People, or the Satisfa&ion of the Magiſtrates. 

Nor was it long before theſe happy Nuprials produ- 
ced Effes anſwerable to the Promiſes of (o potent a 
Prince and Mediator, as His Majeſty of Great britain; 
who as he had deſigned them for the publick Good of 
the United Netherlands, the Eſtabliſhment of his 1I1u- 
firious Nephew's Intereſts, now enfolded with Theirs, 
and the Advancement of the Proteſtant Religion, fo was 
he moſt induſtriouſly as good as his Word, For no 
fooner was the Year 


1578, 
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Bf » but the early Winter Preparations of the 
King of France alarm'd all Zurope, bur more e- 
ſpecially the Dutch, and their Allies. Thereupon his 
Majeſty of Great }-itain ſent the Earl of Fiver/ham to . 
the Ring of France, with a Froj. Rt of Peace, by vertue 
of which the Cities of Charleroy, Ath, Ondenard, Comur- 
tray, Tournay,Conat, V alenciinnes, an It. Guilain, ſhou d 
be reſtored to the Sp478aras, in licu of which the King 
of Fr.imce was to keep !: France Corte entire to himſelf, 
Bur ncicher would the King of France agree tO this, nei- 
ther wou!d the King of E gland remit of hisPropofals. So 
that in this unccrtatury of Aﬀeairs, his Majeſty of Great 
Brit:in ſends away a Ce oh :1tHon tv I's Embaſſador the 
Lord Xa then at the #72; ae, (Ox :clude a ſlrict Al. 
lance berween himſelf and rhe Stn ©. General, by wi. 
ir was among oMer thitgs agree, that rhe King of 
England and the States General, ſhould muruziiy aili(t 
and defend each other, by ſuch ways and means, and 
with ſuch Forces as ſhould be agrecd upon berwecn 
them. 

That the Cities of Charl:roy, 4t!, Oudinard, Contray, 
Tournay, Conde, Valenciennes, and St. Gailain, ſhould be 
reſtored to the Spaniards, with all ſuch other Vlaces of 
which the French had made them Maſters, fince the ta- 
king of St. Gailain. 

That the County of Byrgznay ſhould remain in poſlcſ- 
fion of the French. 

That as to the United Netherlands, that in Exroze there 
ſhould be a Reſtirurion of all things on both ſides. 

Thar in conſideration of the Alltance between the 
Emperour and che States, that care ſhould be taken thar 
all chings ſhould be adjuſted according to Equity and 
Reaſon. 

That as for the Duke of Loryain his Dukedom ſhould 
be reſtored him. 

As for the Ring of Swedes, that there ſhould be a 
Suſpenſicn of Arms till all che Conditions of Peace were 
agreed upon, L 3 Ard 
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And 'a?!v, 1f the King of France ſhould refuſe to ac- 
<pt theie Congirions, that then the King of Great Bryi- 
2i#, and the Starcs, ſhould unite their Forces ro compel 
1m to Reajon, 

This 4!l:ance thus concluded, his Majeſty diſpatched 
anay the Lord .Won::22ue, his Embaſſadour into France, 
or.ce more to pre#s the acceprance of his Propoſals, and 
to give more wetght to his Demands, began ro make 
new Levies both cf Horſe and Foot. Bur the King of 
FrazcercieRed his Propoſitions, making vaſt Preparari- 
ons on all ſides for War, hut more eſpecially 1n his New 
N-the*/124 Conqueſts, Which confirained the King of 
Erg./:%1 to recal his Forces our of the French Service; 
wherethcy were but very courſely uſed, and aſter they 
vere recalled, ungratefully ſent back withour their 
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His Majeſty of Great Britain therefore vigorouſly 
p:otones his firſt Reſolutions, and at the Meeting of 
tie Parliament, acquaints them with ghe Alliance which 
he had made with Holland, fer the Publick Good and 
Repole of Ch»i?endm, and with his Dererminarions ro 
compel the King of France > that Peace which he had 
fer on fort, and of which *'f was now become the 
tc!e Mediator 3 cefiring*s i : iwpplics of Money nece(- 
fary fer ſuch an Enterprize. In anſwer ro which, the 
Commons addreſſed themſelves to his Majeſty, and after 
they had returned him their humble thanks for his care 
cf the Proteſtant Religion, by Marrying his Niece to a 
Proteſtant Prince, they befought him not to conſent to 
2nv Condi:tons cf Peace thar ſhould pur the King of 
Fr z»ce into a better Condition than. he was by the Py- 
r:ngan Treaty, To which when the Ring had returned 
an Anſxer, the Commons after a ſhort debate. reſolved 
the ferting forth a Fleer of Nirety Men of War, and 
raiſing a Land-Army of Twenty nine thouſand and fe- 
venty Men, and eppointed Commiſſioners to compure 
the Charges, which amounted ro One kundred fifty ſe- 
ven thouſand nine hundred ſeventy one pounds a mounth, 
But then how to raiſe this Money, was a Debate too te- 
dious for the ſ:ifract of the King of France's Motions. 
Howe yer, 


pa, > tity A Gm, ,, wn ts wt 


£3 


a 


a - 8-3 © 


oO SS DDPS=©H 


o— 


William Prmce of Orange. 


123 

However, thus far his Majeſty had proceeded, before 
the Allies had made any Progrets, but only in Conferen- 
ces with what numbers, and 1n what places to oppoſe 
the French, who like a black Thunder-Cloud began to 


hover already over the Spaniſh Netherlands. And which 
was worle. when they came to a concluſion what number 
of Men was neceſlary, and that the States Deputies of- 
fered their Thirty thouſand Men, to joyn with Ten thou- 
jand Spaniards ready raiſed, unleſs 18 were the Biſhop 
of Mn/ter, that offered about Nine thouſand Horſe and 
Foot, there was not any one of all the reſt of the Depu- 
ties, but what rep!y'd, they had no Orders to confer c1- 
ther abour the time of Rendezvouze or Number of Men. 
So that the Prince of Orange with the Dutch and Spaniſh 
Forces, was ſtill contftrained ro bear the firft Brunts, and 
thoſe always the moit tmperuous of the French Fury ; 
and to look on with regret to ſee thoſe Lawrels raviſthed 
from his Brows, which elie he might have won, but for 
tne difappointment of Confederate Friendſhip. 

All this the King of Frevce well knew, and therefore 
te made early haſt to do. his buſineſs, before a (low Ene- 
my, either for want of adttye Reſolution, or Money, was 
reaay to oppoſe him, Th {7 end he fer forward from 
Par the feventh of F+i/ aud by the firſt of March 
ſ2rte down before G.auxt,-the Capital City of Flanders, 
with an Army of vSeriveen three and fourſcore thouſand 
men. Nor was 1t pofſivle for a Town of (o large a cir- 
Cult, to defend 1t ſelf with no more than a Garriſon of 
four or five hundred Souldiers, befides the Inhabitants, 
againſt the fury of a Prince, who valued the winning of 
a Half-moon beyond the loſs of a thouſand men, and who 
fearlets of Diſturbance, gave them no Reſt by day nor 
night; bur with inceſſant Batteries and Stormings , 
tir'd out their feeble ſtrength. Gaunt therefore being 
forced ro ſurrender within nine days after it was be- 
ſieged, the victorious Enemy fell upon Ypre with the 
ſame rapid Violence; but 1n regard this Town was 
ſtronger than Gaunt, and furniſhed with a better Garri- 
fon, the Beftegers found fo ſtour a Reſiſtance there, and 
loſt ſo many Officers and Souldiers before they took it, 
L 4 chaz 
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that the King of France, whether ic :ere that he found] © 
his Army ſufficiently tir'd by theſe two Steges, or that 
( 


he thought chat by going thus far, he had brought his 
Enemtes into a cendition low enough to accepr of his 
own Terms of Accommodation. or whether he feared 
the growing numbers of the E»giiſh, he ſent the greateft].' 
part of his Army 1nto Garrifons to refreſh themſelves, 
and rernrned ro Pars. 

For bv this time the Duke of 3/02mouth was got to 
Bry2*s with near three thouſand Horſe and Foor, which 
the King of Grea?r Britain had ſent to re-enforce the 
H1i/end and Spaniſh Army ; and the Parliament then}. 
hettng, were fo cager in the Proſecution of the Frenti 1. 
W-7. that they beſought him to declare open Hofti'**. | 
promiſing kis Majeſty withal, to ſtand by him with their 
Lives and Fortuncs, and to afſiſt him from time to time | 
1th ſuch Subfidies and other Levies of Money, as the | 
:mportance of ſuch a Royal Defign ſhould require. ' 

During theſe TranſaRions, ir was aſtoniſhing News to 
hear thar the King of France had torally quitted Meſſina | 
and all Sicily. And the mere penetrating Politicians 
were now of opinion, that there would be no hopes of 
Peace on this fide Eyrope, as believing that the King of 
France had abandoned his Conqueſts 1n thoſe remote | 
Parts, as he had done before his Acquiſts in the Unite } 
Netherlands, to the end he might the better be enabled 
ro turn all his Forces upon the Low Countrirs, the Ring 
of Spain, and the Emperovr. Tho” others looked upon 
Jr as an Argument that the King of France was not ſo\ 
ſtrong as he boaſted himſelf to be, and that he did 1t ra-, 
ther out of neceſfiry, than in compliance to his own | 
Defgns. 

However it were, it created a ſtrong Suſpicion tn the 
Parliament, that the King of France refo'ved to continue 
the War in Germany and the Nether!2nds, and ro make 
himſelf a more potent Neighbour than they deſired he 
ſhould be. So thar they finiſhed the Poll-money Bll, 
and in the ſame AR forbid the Importation of French 
Goods into England. His Majeſty of Great Britzin allo 
was deſirous at the ſame time to have entered Into a 
Quadrup.e 
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Quadruple Alliance with the Emperour, the King of 
Spain, and the Stares General, that there ſhould have 
been the ſame Prohibition of the Importation of French 


It of his| Goods into any of theſr Dominions, as he had made in 
e feared{ reference to his own Kingdoms, which was the only 
 preatefF|, reaſon that he forbore to proclaim the ſo-much-defired 


:mſelves, 


Rupture with France, till thoſe two things were con- 
cluded, Bur while the Hollanders boggled art the laſt 


3s got to] Point, as believing ſuch a Prohivicton would cauſe an ut- 
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rer Decay of their Trade, an unlucky Accident changed 


the whole Face of Aﬀairs, : 
For the King of France being returned to France, 


Intereſis of his Nephew the Prince of Cra1ge, more e- 
pccially fince the Frince's Voyage into Fng!42nd, and 
Marriage of his Niece, in favour of whom 1t was ſtrong- 
ly reported, that his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 7o1b 
himſelf, was preparing to pals over into Flanders to 
Head the Engliſh, ( if not the whole Cenfederate Army 
in thoſe Parts ) form'd a Proje& of Peace himſelf, and 
ſent it ro his Embaſſadors at Nimmeghen, to be delivered 
to the Embaſſadours and Mediators of the Allies, by the 
hands of the Engliſh Mediators. 

The chief of theſe Propoſals were, That the King of 
Swedeland, and the Duke of Gotorp ſhould be entirely 
ſarisfied. 

That the Prince and Biſhop of Strasb1rgh ſhould be 
reſtored to all his Territories, Goods, Honours and Pre- 
rogatives; and that his Brother, Prince W;!iam of Fu- 
tenburgh, ſhould be ſer ar I 1berry. . 

As to the Emperour, That he would alter nothing 
from the public Declarations he had already male, 
which were ſtiil ro 1nfiſt upon the Treaties of Weſipha- 
liz : Only he offered, either to keep Friburgh and re- 
ſtore Phi/ips2uvgh, or to keep Philipsburgh and reſtore 
Frier gh. 

As for Spain, he was content to reſtore Chzvleray, A- 
th, Oudenara, Courtray, Gaunt. and Saint Guilaine, with 
their ſeveral Dependences, and Ch:/?e!raines : In lieu of 
which, ke demanded Franche Conte entire, Valenciennes, 
Boz- 
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Bonchain, Conde, Cattbray, dire, and Saint Omers, with 
their Dependencies, and Ca/lzbips; and, in a word, all 
thoſe places of which he was Maſter, except thoſe be- 
fore excepted. 

Moreover, that he was willing to reſtore Charlemont 
or Dinant to the Catholic Kizg, provided he could pro- 
cure the Biſhop of Lizge's and the Emperour's conſent. 

That the Confines between Spain and the Low Coun- 
tries, to begin from the Sea, (hould be the aex/e, New- 
port, Dixmuat, Courtray, Oudenard, Atth, Mons, Charle- 
roy, and Navuy : And theſe Bounds to be aſſured by 
thoſe Places, the Fortifications of which had coſt him 
Mtllions, and by the parting with which, he deprived 
himſelf of rhoſe Advantages which he poſicſſed, even 
to the Gates of Bruſſels. 

As to the States Genera}, beſides the SarisfaRion gi- 
ven them by the Articles relating to $92in, That he was 
content to reſtore them Mae/iricht, and ro grant them 
the Treaty of Commerce in the (ame manner as it had 
been already ferrled. : 

As to the Duke of /.oryain, That he was willing to 
reſtore him, either according to the Pyrenean Treaty, or 
Elſe to ſurrender to him all his Territories, excepting 
Nancy ; in lizu of which, he would give him the City 
of Toule, reſerving to himſclf a free Paſſage into A./4- 
tia, and from Fraxce to Nancy, ſo ro Mets, Brijar, and 
Franche Conte. 

Theſe Propoſals were pleaſing to ſome, but utterly by 
others diſliked ; for, as ro the Tnrereit of the Statcs, 
they had no rea(on to reje& them 3 but the Miniſters of 
the Allies, being conferred with at the Hague, ablolute- 
ly refuſed them as unjuſt and unreaſonable, 1n regard 
the King of F: ance demanded entire fatisfaftion for his 
o'vn Allies, but denied 1t ro thoſe of the other tide. 
But the Ring of France demanding a poſitive Anſwer 
before the tenth of 372; enſuing, the Prince of Orange 
was ſent for to be preſent at tae General Aſſembly of 
the States ; where, atter a long Debate, becauſe the M!:- 
niſters of the Allies excuſed their Compliance, by rea- 
ſon of the ſhortnefs of the time prefixed, Monfieur Be- 
verning 
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Terning was ſent back ro Nimeghen, to try if he could 
procure a longer day for the Alltes; while other Em- 
baſſadours were diſpatched to Lovydon and Bruſſels, to 
incline the Spaniards to an Acceprance of the Propo- 
firions. 

Monſieur a2 Leide coming into England, was looked 
npon with an evil Eye by the Houſe of Commons, as be- 
leving that the Ho!/anders ſought to make a haſty and 
diſhonourabvle Peace with France, and in that heat, more 
mflamed by Tealouftrs of a Popiſh Intereſt at Court, re- 
ſolved that they would give his Majefty no more Money 
til the Proteſtant Religion was fully ſecured. Which 
offended his Majefty ro that degree, that the Parliament 
was ſoon after prorogued. 

On the other ſide, the Spaniaris began to comply 
with the States, which they were the rather inclined ro 
do, perceiving Eng!/:1d and Ho!/and agreed, and for 
that the' Condirion of their own Aﬀeaics grew full worſe 
and worſe, by the loſs of the ftrong Hold of Leeuw, which 
was nnappily ſurprized by the Freach, much about the 
ſame time. Bur nothing induced them more to a Con- 
currence, than the return of the King of France to his 
Army near Brujſt!s, ſurrounded with two numerous Are 
mies more, one upon the Rfin?, and rhe other yerween 
the Sambey and the Meyſr, which threatred nothing bur 
the toral loſs of the Syanih Netherlands, fhould the Dutch 
make a Peace without them, and ſtand Neuters during 
the whole Courſe of the remaining War, to which they 
were already fairly courred by the King of Fr-nce, 

The Spaniards therefore thus conſtrained ro ſubmit to 
the Neceffiry of their Aﬀairs, declared themſelves ready 
to comply with the Dutch, and with the ſame Diligence 
the States-General inceſſantly labovred to prevail with 
the reft of the Allies, whoſe Miniſters nevertheleſs ſpun 
out the time with Memoirs and Replies, till at length, 
the $:4tes tired out with theſe R:moras, gave poſitive 
Orders to their Ambaſſadors at Nireghen, to ſign the 
Treaty. Bur then they were not a lictle aſtoniſked to find 
that the Pleniporentiaries of France refuſed to ſer their 


Hands, upon new Demands of Satisfaction to be my : 
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full ro the King of Sweden, before the Ring of Franze 
would proceed to a final Concluijon. 

This created new Difficulties, and occafioned new 
Complaints from the States, of the unjuſt Dealings of the 
King of France, after ſo ready a Compliance with his 
own Propoſals. The King returns for Anſwer, that he 
was wiHling to advance as far as St. Laintins, where he 
would ſtay fix days in expectation of ſuch Commitſo- 
ners as they ſhould think fic to ſend ro adjuſt che Diffe- 
rence. But the States believing they hadd condefcended 
low enough already, replied, that the ſending of Com- 
miſſioners would bur be to give his Majeſty an unneceſ- 
ſary trouble to reconcile new Differences after a poſitive 
Agreement ; that therefore they were ready to Sign, 
which if his Majcſty refuſed to do, nothing. more re- 
mained for them, but to proteſt their o:vn Innocency,and 
to lay the juſt Blame upon his Majeſty, of the Miſchtets 
that ſhould afterwards enſue. And withal, they decreed 
among themſelves, the Prince of Orange being preſent, 
not to ſend any more to the King of France, till the 
Treaty was f1gned. 

The News of this Difference, and of the Reſolutions 
of the Datch to continue the War, unlels the King of 
France quitted his great Zeal for the Swedes, arriving 1n 
England, the Parliament, who before were all for di(- 
banding the Forces raiſed by his Majcſty, and laying up 
the Fleet, now vored the Continuance both of the For- 
ces by Land, and of the Fleet by Sea. His Majcſty alſo 
ſear awav ſome part of his Regiments into Flanders, 
multer'd the reſt in England, in order to a War, made 
a new League, Offenfive and Defenfive with the United 
Provinces, and both sog-ther prefixed 2 ſhort time for 
the King of France to Sign, or declare his farther Inten- 
c10Nns, 

Theſe round and reſolute Proceedings of the King of 
England, at length pur an end to a long and tedious 
Aﬀair, ſo that the Treaty berween France and Holland, 
was ſigned upon the Eleventh of 4:guf,about Midnight. 
And much better it had been, for the Ring of France 
that he had made lefs uſe of his refined Politicks, _ 
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had like to have coſt him the loſs of all Lyxemburgh's 
Army. 

For Mons in Hainault, having been long blockt up 
by the Frexch, was now reduced to great ſtreights; in- 
ſomuch that his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, under-= 
ſtanding that the Confederates had joyned the Holland 
and Spaniſh Forces that lay near the Canal of Bruſſels, 
departed by Night from the H:gue the 26th of Fuly. 
Upon his coming to the Army, his Highneſs held a 
Council of War with the Generals of the Allies, where 
it was concluded,that they ſhould all diſlodge and follow 
the Duke of Luxemburgh, who direRed his march roward 
Mons, on purpole to prevent the putting Relief tnto the 
City. 

With theſe Reſolutions his Highneſs ſet forward at the 
beginning of Aug with his whole Army, at what time, 
he had hardly paſſed throngh Bruſſe/s, but he was met by 
General Spaen, with a Reinforcement of fix thouſand 
Rrangdenburghers and Minſterians. Upon notice of the 
Prince's march, the French, who had lain for ſome days 
at Soign?es, quitted thejr Camp, ſo thar the Confederates 
lodged in the ſame place which the Enemy had abarn- 
doned the day before. From whence, marching to- 
ward Rocles, his Highneſs advanced with his Left-Wing 
as far as the Abbey of St. Dennis, where the Duke of 
Luxemburgh had his Head Quarters, and leaſt expeRed 
an Artaque. For it was a Poſt almoſt inacceſſible, there 
being no coming at the Enemy, ut through Woods and 
narrow Paths, environ'd with Precipices. With his 
Right-Wing he faced Caſteau, which the French alſo 


; polſeſſed, and which was no ics difficult of acceſs than 
. the former. So ſoon 2s the Army was embarteÞd, his 
} Highneſs thought it conventent co drive the Enemy from 
/ a Hillock, where they had poſted themſelves to his diſ- 
' advantage. Which being ſoon done, he ſent for ſome 


great Guns and play'd upon the French that lay ſome- 
what above and upon the one ſide of a Cloyſter near 
St. Dennis, which the French thought to have main- 
tain'd with their Artillery. But it was impoſſible for 


them to reſiſt the fury of the Confederate Dragoons, who 


drove 
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drove the Encmy from their Faſtneſs, and made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Cloytter, while Adjutant-General 
Collyer advanced toward the Abbey, and ſeconded by 
General Delwick, fil'd through the narrow Paſſlages, 
and fliding down the Precipices with an invincible Cou- 
rage, drave the Encmy, after a vigorous refiſtance, with- 
in their own Lines. In the midit of which Pel-mel, his 
Highne(s, accompanied by the Duke of Monmouth, (who 
fought all the day by his ſide) and animated with Suc- 
cels, with his Eves ſparkling itke Fire, cried out, To 
Me, to We, to cncourage the Advance of the Regiments 
that were to ſecond the foremoſt. There was no iparing 
of Powder and Bullets on either fide; almoſt all the Re- 
giments of the Left- Wing following one another till the 
Evening, with the ſame Vigor and Reſolution. Count 
Horn, likewiſe drew his Cannon nearer, and play'd-1nto 
the Valiey upon the French Battalions, not without con- 
fiderable Execution. 

From tkence his Highneſs flew to Ca/fray, which was 
attacked by the Spaniards in the Right-Wing ; where 
his Highne(s's Foot Regiment of Guards had the Van- 
guard under the Conduct of Count So/wes 5 who being 
ieconded by the Regiments of Roque Sereres, Holſtein 1 
and the Erglih through Fire and Flames, after an obſti- 
nate Combate, wherein the Regimet:r of Guards was hve 
hours rogerther engaged with the Enemy, drave them 
from a Poſt, which was deemed 1mpregnable, and pur- 
ſued them a quarter of a League through a Field and 
down 4 Precipice, where glides ur River Haines, to the 
farther ſide of Caſteau. 

The Lord of 0fſpry did wonders with the Engiih, at a 
little diſtance from the Guards; where the Fr:inch loſt 
avundance of Mcn. 

Nor was there any of the Generals, that did not be- 
have theml(elves wich a Valor cqual to that of the ancient 
Hero's, More eſpecially his Highneſs, who 1n the m1dit 


of Fire and Smoak, and Bullers fying thick as Bail, ad- | 
ventured o far, that he had bcen tn 1mnmincer danger, | 


had not Mr. De _—_— oppolcd himſelf againit a da- 
ring Captain, that was juſt ready to charge the Prince full 


career, and laid the brisk Aiſatlant dead upon the —_ 
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All this while the Cavalry were only looking on ; by rea- 
ſon the ſituation of the place would not allow the Horſe 
ro be ſerviceable in narrow paſſages and ſteep deſcents, 
So that the whole brunt of the Confli& lay upon the In- 
fantry and Dragoons, 

Night pur an end to the Bloody Conteſt, under the -fa- 
your of which the Duke of Luxemburgh drew off in great 
filence, and no leſs confuſion, and retreated nearer A015, 
ro cover himſelf with a Wood on the one ſide, and a 
River on the other; leaving to his Highneſs, as the Marks 
of certain Viftory, the Field of Battel, the greateſt paxx 
of his wounded Men, ſeveral of his Tents, much of his 
Baggage, and a conſiderable quantity of Powder and 0+ 
ther warlike Ammunition. 

The States-General, upon news of this Succeſs, ap- 
pointed Commiſſioners to congratulate his ViRory, 
gatned with ſo much Repuration and Glory, and to re, 
turn him Thanks for his Provident and Prudent Con- 
dud, and the nobv!e Exploits which he had perſonally 
perfornvd in ſuch an Obſlinate Engagement, to the has 
Zard of his Life : beſeeching him withal,above all things, 
to be careful and ſparing of his Illuſtrious Perſon, con- 
{idering that in al! humane probability the Tranquility 
of his Country, and the Repoſe of the Church and Re- 
formed Religion depended upon his ſafety. Moreover, 
to ſhew the high value which they ſet vpon his Preſerva- 
tion, tn acknowledgement of Mr. Ow:rbirb's Prowels, 
who had fo valiantly and ſucceſsfu!lv oppoſed himſelf a- 
gainſt the Danger that threatned his Highneſs, they or- 
der'd him to be preſented with a Sword, the Hilt of 
which was of Maſſy Gold ; a Pair of Piſtols richly inlay'd 
with Gold, and a Pair of Horſe-Buckles of the ſame 
Meta, 

His Highneſs having thus confirained the Duke of 
Tkximburgh! to retire, would have certainly purſued his 
Advanrages toward the full Relief of the Town, Bur 
while he was conſulting whar to do, Intelligence was 
brought to the Army, that the Stater-General and the 
King of France were agreed. Upon which a Ceſſation 
of Arms enſuing, the French Army drew off to the 

| Coun- 
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Country, between the Samber and the Mere; and his 
Highneſs retreated to Eſcoyſines upon the Road to Nivelle, 
from whence he returned to the 7agne. 

The Succeſs of this Battel haſten'd alſo the Signing 
of the Treaty between France and Spain, which was 
done upon the Seventeenth of September enſuing. So 
juſt was the King of Great Britain to his Royal Promi- 
ſes ; adding to his compaſſionate Mediation the Terror 
of his Arms, and at the ſame time equally with both 
Vicorious. As 1f Peace and the General Good of Fy- 
79}F, had been his Nieces Dowry, and that the two Im- 
portant Alliances between the United Provinces and the 
King of France, and between the King of Spain, and the 
King of France had been but the deſcending Influences 
of the Conjugal Alliance between his Highneſs and the 
Princeſs Mary of Engiand ; which had engaged his Ma- 
jeſty of Great Britain to lend his aſhſting Hand to curb 
the growing Power of the French Monarch, 

The War being thus concluded berween France and 
the United Nether/ands, His Highnels had now leiſure 
to repole himſelf afrer the Toyls and Hardſhips of the 
preceeding Caanipagns For after the Ratification of rhe 
League, and the Surrender of Maeſticht back to the 
States, the King of Fraxce gave no farther trouble by 
force of Arms, to the particular Territories of the Low- 
Countrics. So that after his Highne(s the Prince of 0- 
range had taken care to reform the Innovations of 
the French, and to ſettle the Aﬀairs of that Garriſon, all 
things began to look wi:h a new face of quict and tran- 

ility. 

But freſh Diſſentions kindling between the Kings of 
Spain and Fraxce, upon certain Pretettions which the 
King made to Oxudenburgh de Gand, the City and Caſtle 
of Ael5i, with their Dependencies. The Cities of Gya- 
mount, Ninove and Riuderhove, the Country of Bercven : 
the Baliages of Aſenede, Boncbaine, Weert, Hee brug, Op- 
dorp, Moortſelie, St. Amand; and the Countries of Borz- 
beim, Flobeck and Leſſines; and theſe demands being 1n- 
ſifted upon by the King of France with that rigor, that 


inſtead of remitting in the leaſt, he had given order to 
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Marſhal Crequz to block up Luxemburgh, and not to let 
any Provifion be carried into the City, on purpole te 
force the Spanidrds, ir was not thought reaſonable either 
by his Highse(s or the States-Genera!, to look on as Neu- 
ters in ſuch a dangerous Conjunure. For on the one 
ſide they were afraid, leſt a Rupture between thoſe rwo 
Crowns might engage them in a new War : on the 0- 
thcr ſide, though they ſhould remain'd without diſtur- 
bance, vet they thought it more ſafe to preſerve the Ne- 
therlanas to the Spaniards, than to have fo formidable a 
Neighbour as the French always hovering over their 
Frontiers. 

Therevpon, at the Tnſtance of the Spaniards them- 
ſelves, who made their Applications bath to them, as 
clfo to the King of Gr2at Britain, m regard the Confe- 
rence of rhe French and Spanih Commitſioners at Co:7- 
tr.y came to no effeR, the St-tes-Genera! made 1t their 
buſineſs, to empioy the chicfeſt of their Counſe's, ro 
compole thele Diftcrences by way of Amity and Recon- 
c1!:iation., For rho” the Spaniards, upon the h!ockiug up 
of Lyxembyygh preſſed the States to fend the Succour of 
e!ght thouſand Men, to which they were obliged by Ar- 
ticles, in caſe of any Artacks of the French, contrary to 
the Peace concluded, yet they rather chole che more 
quiet and ſafer method of Mediation. 

To this purpoſe his Majeſty of Great Frit ain, rogerher 
with the States-Genera! by their Miniſters ar P avs, pres 
ſed the King of France to remit ſome part of his Claims, 
or at Jeait to order his Forces to quit the Blocade of 
Lurtnouren, till the new-riten Differences could he ad- 
juited. To which the King oi France reply'd, Thar le ' 
was w!iling to releaſe al! the Claims which he had or 
could make, to all che places above mentioned, provided 
the Sparizyds 1n hen thereof, would ſurrender up 1ato 
his hands the City of 1remourgh, with all the Territo- 
ries three Leagues round about ir. And this Propoſal 
the Ring of France propounded to the King of Englan?, 
for 2 Ground to proceed to a farther Treaty, Nor did 

his Majeſty of Greze Britain, or the Statcs-General when 
It-was tmparted by his Majeity to tue!s Confideration, 
NM think 
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think it an unreaſonable Propoſition, more eſpecially if 
at the ſame time the King of France would forbear any 
farther diſtreſſing the Ciry of Luxemburgh. All which 
the States-General, after they had adviſed with his High- 
neſs the Prince of Oravge, thought fit to fignifie to the 
Spaniſh Miniſters, and to prets their Concurrence, 

This Propofal of the Surrender of Luxemburgh,and the 
Teritories belonging to ic,being reczeed by the Spariards, 
the Ring of France declared himſelf contented to refer all 
Mztters in queſtfon to the Umpirage of the King of Great 
Britain.Bat neither did this pleaſe the jealous Spaniards, 
who covertly ſuſpe&ed partiality in the King of Great 
Brittin, as being by that time enter'd into an Alliance 
with Frayce; bur openly pretending that England was 
not in a Condition to undertake a Foreign War, ſhould 
the French'refuſe to ſubmir to the Arbitration. 

This delay of the King of Spain in accepting the 
Umpirage of the King of England, was no way pleaſing 
ro the King of France z ſo that he prefix'd a ſhort time 
tor the Spaniard, either to accept the Arditration, or re- 
fuſe it, Which as it did not a little perplex the States- 
Genera!, who were afraid of the Conſequences of new 
ARs of Hoſtilitcy, fo ſoon as the time limited ſhould be 
expired, they came to a Reſolution to preſs the King of 
Spain to a ſpeedy acceptance of the Umpirage ; and on 
the other fide they earneſtly deſired his Majeſty of Great 
Britain to take the Arbitration upon him, and to inter- 
poſe his high Credit and Authority with the two dif- 
fering Crowns, that all Partics fatcreſted might meet, 
ann prepare ail Matters ready for his Determination. 

But then the King of England, being ſenſible that 
France would never condeſcend to any more appoint- 
ments of laces and Perſons, which wou!d require a lon- 
ger time than was convenient for his Advantages, more 
eſpecially feeing that all the Parties were already met at 
Franbfort, 1n order to a general Reconciliation, endea- 
vour'd to throw the U.npirage from himſclf, as deeming 
jt more proper for the States to undertake ; and thus 
huag the Acceptance of the Arbitration all that Year, 

Upcn this Proſpect of ſuture Trouvles that mo_ 
ne 
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the Repoſe of Eurove, 1a regard the Spaniards negietted 
the Arbitration of England, and for that the Stares- 
Gentral, contrary to the Sentiments of his Majefty of 
Great Britain,did not think it ſo conducing to the main, 
to urge the Spaniards to the acceprance of 1t, unlels i: 
were done with an inciution of all the-Allies, moſt men 
were afraid leſt after the fifteenth of Fanuary. was paſt, 
which was the time prefix'd for Spainito reſolve the ac- 
ception or not, rhe King of France ſhould renew the 
War againſt the Spazi/h Netherlands. The States there- 
fore importunately preſt the King of Eng/and, by his 
careful Management and the Grandeur of his Credit, ro 
prevent all As of French Hoſtility etther againſt the 
Emperor, the Empire, .or the King of Spain. 

To all which the King of Great Britain made anſwer, 
that he was ready to perform all good Offices between 
the two Crowns ; but that he doubted of ſucceeding any 
other wiſe than by adviſing the acceptance of the Arbi- 
tration, and haſtning the Empire . to a ſpeedy Accom- 
modation. Nay, the Ring himſelf did not refrain from 
intimating to the Embaſſadours tize Intelligence which 
he had, rhat the States themſelves had diſlwaded tt e 
Spaniard from acceptance of the Arbitriment, Which 
the Embaſſadcurs excuſed, by telling his Majeſty, that 
what the States had done, was not by reaſon they were 
averſe to his Majeſty's Umpirage, but to prevent any jea- 
loutie which the King of Spain and the reſt of the Alltes 
might conceive of them, as if the Scates had no deſire to 
tulfil their Treaties and. Alliances,. but ſought to make 
uſe of this pretence to fhake them off : which might 
cauſe a general ſeparation of a!l the Allies, and confe- 
quently cauſe a breach between the Crown of Spain ang 
the United Netherlands, and give an occaſion to his Ca- 
cholic Majeity to deny them his Ailiftance in caſe of ne- 
cefIxy ; their fafety depending ſolely upon their own 
and the Forces of their allies. 

; But all this produced na more from the King of Eng- 
land, than that he would do his utinoſt Endeavours, vut 
could promiſe nothing. However, he prevalled fo far 
with the Aa/off Chriſtian King, in behalf of the Empe- 
| M2 rour, 
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rour, that he offered a Truce for thirty Years, and prc- 
longed the Term prefixed for Acceprance of the Arb#- 
tratzon, and the Refuſal of this Propotition, till the laft 
of Augyf, without giving any interruption, etther to 
the King of Spain or the Emperour : which, if orhers 
did nor, the King of France lookt upon in himliclf as 
an Aq of great Generotity, not to meddle with the 
Emperour, who had now more than enough to do with 
the Turks. 

But though his Truce propoſed for thirty Years, was 
dy ſeveral of the States of the Empire, lookr upon as 2 
reaſonable Propoſal, as ſeemingly refcoring, for fo long 
time at leaſt, a breathing ſpace of Repoſe and Trarqu1l- 
Iiry to the Empire yet others there were that utrer- 
ly rejeRed it, as alrogether prejudicial ro the Empire ; 
alledging, That a :Truce of that continuance, would 
only be ro give the King a more ſtable Footing in the 
places which he poſſcſied, and in ſome meaſure to con- 
firm a Title to his unjuſt ( as they called them ) Pre- 
renſions ; more eſpecially, unleſs before hand they came 
ro-2n Agreement touching the manner and continuance 
of the Truce : Burt in regard, that af:er a long Debate 
at Ratisbonne, theſe two points could not be Adjuſted, 
= Progreſs of this Negotiation advanced bur very fJow- 
Ye 
Alt this while the States of Holand no leſs inceſ- 
fantly Iaboured an Accommodation, and to that end 
propoſed the Hagye for the general Rendevouze of the 
Negotliators, and preſſed the King of Spain ſo far, thar 
though ye had rejefted the King of Great Britain's Ar- 
birrement, yet he accepred of their good Intentions ro 
defire his Mediation z and was willing the Hague ſhould 
be the place of Conference, provided the Emperour 
likewiſe gave his Conſent. All this was ſignified to the 
States Embaſſadours at Loxdon, and they thereupon or- 
dered to preſs his Majcſiy-to propound his General Me- 
diation to- the King of France. - Which - though the 
Court of England lookt upon as a thing that would 
prove altogether unſucceſsful, yet the King promiſed to 
gcatifie. the States in-that particular ; Neverthele, = 
co 
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could not forbear, when the Minifters of the Emperour 
and Spain next attended him, to ler them und<rftand, 
that it would be far b:tter for t1em, both to acceps- 
of che French Propola's, and to Surrender L1yxemourgh, 
which would at once pur an end to all Diff: rences with- 
out any farther diſpute or dclay. | 

Burt neicher the Empcrour nor the King of Spain re- 
ſolve ſo ſoon to take his Advice ; and therefore, the 
King of France, ro ſpur up this Spariſ” Hefitation, and 
ro compel his Cathelic & aji/}y ro do lum that Juſtice 
which he demanded ; toward the latter end of Avg, 
being the utmoſt lijmir of che time prefixed, ordered 
Marihal 4"H#umi:ves ro enter the Dominions of rhe King 
of Spain, 1n the Spanith Netherlands, and ro pur all the 
flzr Country under Contribution : who, upon receipt 
of theſe Orders, pouers into Flanders, Brabant and 0- 
ther places, with a numerous Body of French, Plander- 
ing and Pjllaging all before him; breaking down the 
Houſes of ſuch as denicd to bring: 1n' their Aſſeſſments, 
and conniving at all thoſe other Infolencies which at- 
rend on War. This was repaid by the Spaniſh Garri- 
fons to the Frerch in the ſame coyn, and more parti- 
cularly the Prince of Chimai, Governour of Luxemburgh, 
fell into the French Territories, where he uſed the ſame 
Violencies, and took ſeveral Caſtles. On the other fide, 
Marſhal & Humicres lays Stege to Conrtray, and takes it ; 
and jn revenge of 7/engyin, burnt by the Spaniards, fir'd 
ren times the value in the Spaniſh Territories. Upon 
th1s, che Spaniards lay an Imbargo vpon the Goods 
of all French Tnhabirants under their JuriſdiRion, and 
Cor:flcate their Eſtates ; while the-Marſhal, paſſing the 
Canal of Eruges and the Scrhe/dt, by the favour of the 
Ice, lays in Aſhes no lefs than ten or twelve Villages, 
and conſtrains tlie reſt ro Compound for their Contri- 
butzons : Moreover, to puniſh. the Luxemburghers for 
the Ravages they had committed in the French Terri- 
tories, Marſhal Cyequi came before the Town with thir- 
ry thouſand Men, and after he had ruined above five 
hundred Houſes, with his Bombs, retreated to his -Win- 
ter QUAFTET:. 
Ir 
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In the midſt of theſe Devaſtations, the Frinch Em- © 


baſſadour makes an Offer to the States, from the King 
of Fr::::e, of Five Equivalents, which being granted, 
he was «IMling to Terminate all the Differences be- 
tween the two diſcording Crowns : The firft was the 
Surrender Gi .uxemburgh ; the ſecond was the Refigna- 
tloio” Courtray and Dixmude, (leaving however Deyuſe, 
with 'i1s Dependencies, to the Spaniard) the Caſtiewick 
of Aeth, B:aymont and Bovignes, with their Dependen- 
cies; the third, an Equivalent either in Navarye, or Ca- 
talonia ;, if in Catalonia, he demanded the remainder 
of the Connty of Cerdaigne, {ro which Puycerda belong- 
ed) Surdurgel, Canredon, and Caſtel-Folito, with their 
Dependencies ; or, Roxez, G:ironie, and Cap de Lutrres, 
with their Dependencies; if in Navarre, his Majeſty de- 
manded P ampelona and Fontaravia, with their Depen- 
dencies : Upon which Conditions, the King of Spain 
might chuſe either Peace or War. 

Bur, 1n regard the Spaniards were utterly averſe to 
the quitting of Lyxembyrgh, and with Scorn rejeted the 
Equivalents of Catalonia and Navarre ; infomuch, that 
the Marqueſs of Cafte! Moncayo could not forbear, 1n his 
Memoire upon the Propoſals to the States, to tax the 
French Embaſſadour for offering that Equivalent, only 
to ſhew that he knew the names of the moſt 1mporcanr 
Fortreſſes in the Spaniſh Dominions : Therefore ir was, 
that the Spaniards renewed their 1mportunate Inſtan- 
ces to his Majeſty of Great Britain, even to tiat de- 
gree, as to Expoſtulate with his Majeſty, wheretore he 
delay'd the Succours which he was obliged by Articles 
to fend to his Allies in Diſtreſss To which the King 
made anſwer, Thit he wondred his Catholic Maye{iy 
ſhould preſs him for Succour at a time when the cond!- 
tion of his Aﬀairs at home, would not permit him to 
uadertake a War abroad ; however, that he was ft11] 
ready to do the utmoſt, that his Endeavours could con- 
tribute toward the General Peace of Europe, and the 
particular Service he owed his Majeſty of Spain. 

But no way fatisfied with this, they repeat their Im- 
porcunities 1n England, ard farther Advrcit ——— 
OL 
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for Aid to the States : But all theſe things ſerved ra- 
ther to drill out time, than to give any aſſiſtance to the 
Spaniaids, who, contrary to their own Nature, ſeemed 
now to a& with more Precipitancy, and leſs Confide- 
ration of their own low Condition, than the reſt of 
their Neighbours. And indeed ſuch was the Averfion 
of the Province of Holland, to engage 1n new Broils 
with France, that whereas the States had reſolved, for 
their own Safety, to recruit their Land-Militia with a 
Re-inforcement of ſixteen thouſand Men, and requir- 
ed the Conſent of the ſeveral Provinces, the City of 
Amſterdam would by no means agree to any new Le- 


vies : alledging , That the King of France had offered 7 


an Accommodation ; and that it became the King of 
Spain to accept of ſuch Conditions as he could ger, 
ſince there was no likelihood that he could procure 
better by force of Arms. So that after the long Tur- 
moles, and tedious Diſputes and Expoſtulations of the 
Public Miniſters employed from the ſeveral Courts of 
the Princes concerned, that which over-rales all Ru- 
mane Afﬀairs, Neceſſity, which had a great influence 
upon the diſcording Parties at that time, began to in- 
cline them to a better underitanding of their oivn Con- 
ditions, 

For theſe Diſputes about Pretenſions, being ſer on 
foct in the Year 1681, had been bandied about t11ll 
1684: For the Emperour, though the Ottoman Forces 
did not appear ſo formidable as they had done the 
Year before, yet had he enough to do in #uygary, to 
court new Diſturbances in other Parts: The Aﬀairs of 
Exgland were all in Confution: the Ring of France 
found his Treaſures too much exhauſted to ſupport his 
uſual Numbers : Spain acknowledged herſelf too feeble 
to at without the Succours of her Allies : Swedeland 
longed for Peace: and if Danemark made Preparations 
for War, it was rather out of fear than otherwiſe : rhe 
greateſt part of the German Princes were no way 1n a 
condition to enter into new Broils, and thoſe that had 
ſcaped beſt, deſired rather an Accommodation : and as 
tor the States-General, they had (o lately felr + faral 
ncon- 
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Inconvenience: of a long and dangerous War, that they 
deſired notmiag more than Peace. To which purpoſe, 
the laſt Year they had propſed ro their Allies, a gene- 
ral Congreſs at the Hagar, there to Conſult abour the 
moſt immediate means to procure the general Repoſe 
of Europe; or in caſe thoſe Conſultations failed, what 
Meaſures to take to repel Violence by Force. The 
Conſequence of which, after many Conferences and De- 
lays, was this : That the Truce for Twenty Ycars, cf- 
fered by the Ring of France, ſhould be accepted, in- 
cluding the Allies on both fides. Which being once 
reſolved upon, and the Articles of the Treaty agreed 
art the Hague upon the 29th of Fune;z wherein, among 
other things, it was ſtipulated, Thar the King of France 
ſhould reſtore to the King of Spain, Courtray and Diy- 
muyden with their Dependencies, the Forrtifications bee 
ing firſt demoliſhed , rogether wtth all other places 
which he had won by Force of Arms, fince the goth 
of AuguF. 1583. And on the other fide, That the 
King of Spain ſhould Surrender to his Mot Chriſtian 
Marty, Luxemburgh, Beaumont, Bovines, and Chimay 
with the Dependencies and Villages thereto belonging z 
ſoon after the (ame Articles were concluded at R atzs- 
bonne between the Kings of Spaix and France : After 
which, the Emperour and his Moft Chriſtian Majeſty, 
having reconciled their Differences by other Articles of 
the ſame nature, a Truce for the fame Term was accord- 
ed likewiſe between thoſe two more Powerful Mon- 
archs: which being not long afico Ratified, though 
not withour ſome Delays on the Spaniara's part, (fo 
tickliſh are the Conceſſions of nice and jealous Poit- 
cy: ) thoſe Devaſtations began to ceaſe which had 
laid waſt for many Years the moſt fertile Gardens of 
Exrope. 

In the midſt of theſe Tranſations, which were (el- 
dom managed by the States, but in the preſence of hls 
Highneſs, whoſe Prudence_ was ſill conſulted 1n mar- 
ters of greateſt Dificulry 3 it ſhewed a Generoſity more 
than extraordinary, that while others preferred Points 
of Honour before the Publicque -Peace, he quirted 31s 
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own Intereſt, and Pofi-pon'4 the Demands of Repara- 
tion for the Devaſtations of his own Demeans and Ter- 
ritories, to the Neceſſities of his Country : For while 
the King of France, to force upon the ſiill-demurring 
Spaniards, the Acceptance of his own Conditions, lay 
burning, waſting and ſpoiling the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
and (ſeveral adjacent Parts, a conſiderable part of the 
ancient Patrimony belonging to his Highneſs, went to 
rack in Brabazt; Luxemburgh and ſrgundy, where the 
Prince of Tſenguyn, ſupported by the Authority and Arms 
of the French, had ſeized upon his large Poſleflions of 
Warneſſon, Vianden, Datsburgh, Budgenback, Saint Vith, 
and other places, and had put both his Lands and 
Goods to Sale by Out-cry, as adjudged him by the for- 
mal Sentence of the Parliament of that Country : Of 
which though the Provinces of Guelders, Zeland and 
Utrecht made loud Complaints in his Highneſs's behalf, 


yer could the Prince obtain no SatisfaCtion. 


Nor were the Violences which the French offered to 
his Principality of Orange, and the Damages which his 
Highneſs there ſuſtained leſs ſevere. 

For afrer the King of France had cauſed his Decla- 


2tions iſſued out againſt thoſe in his Kingdom of the 
Reformed Religion, to be pur in Exccution the Per- 
ecuted People ſent their Children to Orange, as being 
: Soveraign Principality, there to finiſh the courſe of 
heir Studies in ſecurity. Burt this diſpleaſed his Mof 
atholic Majſtly ; who thereupon ſent his Orders to 
onfieur Moran, Superintendant of Provenc , to march 

ith a Body of above two thouſand Men, under the 
ommand of Monſicur Montanegues, the King's Lieu- 
nanrt-General in Languedoc, and poſitively co Com- 
and the Prince's Magiſtrates to ſend away all the Chik 

ren home again, and not to receive any more for the 
ture into their Academy, or any of their Schools, 

hich Command, though it appeared co the Magiſtrates 

ry unjuſt and unreaſonable, yer to prevent farther 
liſchiefs, they reſolved to obey ir, promiſing to ad- 
it no more Children, and to write co the Parents of 
loſe they had entercained, to ſend for them back 3a- 
N $4i2, 
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gain. By which means they thought they had given 
full ſatisfaRion to the King of France's Demands : but 
they were ſtrangely ſurprized to hear, that during theſe 
Capitulation , that Monteneguers approached with his 
armed Forces toward the chief City of the Principal- 
Iity, with abſolute Orders to break down the Walls of 
the City : Bur' in ſhort, he advanced, and having quar- 
tered eight Companies of Dragoons in the Citizens 
Houſes, where they commitred many Diſorders and Ex- 
a&ions, and conſtrained, as well the Inhabjtants of rhe 
.City, as the other- Subjects of his Highneſs's in the Vil. 
lages round about, to work at the ruine of their own 
Walls, and the Towers which were undermined and 
blown up : All which the People laboured with ſo much 
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the more haſt and vigour, to the end they might be 
the ſooner rid of theſe arbitrary Gueſts, who were ſaid 
to have vittated ſeveral Virgins already, The News 
of this being brought to the Prince's Council, the) 
complained of it to the States General, as a Breach © 
the laſt Peace; defiring them withal, to ſignifie thei 
Juſt Reſentment of theſe undue and violent Proceed 
1ngs, to the'Ring of France, and to demand Reparati 
on of the Darhiges ſuſtained by the SubjeRs of hi 
Highneſs, in the midſt of a General Peace, and without 
the leaſt ſuſpition of Provocation given. 

Accordingly the States General wrote to the King « 
France, to let him underſtand the grear Injuries tha 
had been done the Prince of Orange's Subje&ts, by hi 
ſending armed Souldiers ro Demoliſh the Walls of t 
Chief City. of his Principality, and to extort Mon 
from the 'Inhabicants, direaly contrary to the 1: 
League of Nimeghen; of which. they could not be 
inſenſible, as not to inform his Majeſty, and to pr: 
for Reparation of the Damages which the Prince al 
his SubjeRs had fo 11legally, and contrary to the Fa! 
of Articles ſuſtained. 'But all the Anſwer they cou 
get from the Courr of France, was only this : That 
for the Money extorted from the Inhabitants, 1t 1 
done without his Order, and he had Commanded | 
ſtirution to be made; that upon the Submithon of t 
Peo 
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People to his Will and Pleaſure, he had withdrawn his 
Forces out of the Principality, and reftored free Com- 
merce to the Inhabirants, according to their Deſires ; 
but that as for the reſt, he had reaſon for what he did. 
Neither was there any thing more done cfteQually in 
this matter for three years together. 

Nevertheleſs, ſo ſoon as the Truce began to be ſer 
on foot, the States began to think of Disbanding their 
Supernumerary Forces ; and the Deputies of Amſter- 
adam were ſo haſty as to preſs the Reformation of the 
Recruits that had been raiſed the year before it was 
concluded ;- but the Members alledging, that they ought 
firſt to take the Advice of the Prince of Orange : The 
matter was propounded by the States of Holland to his 
Highneſs, who gave: them for anſwer, among other 
things, That there was no Perſon who defired more 
than htmſelf, to eaſe the People of their Taxes and 
Contributions ; however, that he thought it ſomewhat 
ftrange, that they ſhould talk of diſcontinuing the pre- 
fent State of the War, while the condition of their 
Aﬀairs was yet ſo uncertain : which would be to ren- 
der them unable either to Defend themſelves or Suc- 
cour their Alltes. That as yet the Truce was not con-: 
cluded, but the War ftill continued between the two 
Crowns : for which reſon the Spaniſh Netherlands were 
expoſed to imminenr Dangers. Phat all the Poren- 
rates of Europe were ſtill in Arms, eſpecially their 
Neighbours z and therefore, that he judged it not fo 
proper to alter the Conſtitution of their Militia, till 
chey were ſecure from all ſunſter Events. 

Conformable to this Prudeat Advice of his Highneſs, 
the States General reſolved ,- That their extraordinary 
Forces ſhould be continued from the firſt of Zuly ro the 
rwentieth of Ofober following, In the mean time, his 
Highneſs, no lefs vigilant to prevent Diſorders at Home, 
thai to repel foreign Hoſtilicy, made 1t his buſineſs ro 
reform the Government of UV:r:cht, by making ſuch Al- 
terations in the Magiſtracy as he deemed moſt proper 
for the good of the City. 

N 2 But 
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But here we muſt break off abruptly, having o fair 
an occaſion ro make a Full-ſtop at the Concluſion of a 
War : For as for what remains, time muſt produce it ; 
and there is no queſtion to be made, but that ſurviving 
Pens will never grutch themſelves the Honour ro com- 
pleat the Story of one of the moſt Renowned Princes 
of his age. Of whom a great Miniſter of State, and 
cne who had been long acquainted with his ſurpaſſing 
Verrues, has gives us this Noble Character, which ſhall 
ſerve ro conclude; this firſt Part of his Life, and excuſe 
we of Flattery, fart what I have ſaid already of a Prince, 
{ to uſe the words of that” Unqueſtjonable Judge and 
m>5ſt excellent Writer) who joyned to the great Qualities 
c f his Royal Blood, poſſeſſes all the popular Virtues of his 
Country : Silent and Thoughtful ; given to Hear and En- 
quirez of a found ſteady Underſtanding; much Firmneſs 
1n what he once Reſolves, or once Denies; great Induſtry 
and Application to his Buſineſs, little to his Pleaſure ; P1- 
<ty in the Religion of his Country, but with Charity to 
others; Temperance unuſual ro his Youth, and to the Cli- 
mate; Frugal in the common Management of his Fortune, 
aad yer Magnificent upon occaſion 3 of a great Spirit and 
Heart, aſpiring to the Glory of Military Aﬀtions ; with 
ſirong Ambition to grow Great, but rather by the Ser- 
vice than Servitude of his Country ; In ſhort, a Prince 
of Many Vertues, without any appearing Mixture of 
Vice, 
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